4 The Goodland Star-News / Friday, July 9, 2004

from our viewpoint...

Exchange of power
not time to get out

Even asthe Bush administration pushes through the trans-
fer of power to anew Iragi government, it lookslike much of
Americaisready togive uponlrag.

Apparently, weseelragasjust another foreign adventureun-
worthy of our attention— or our sons.

Americans, inincreasing numbers, seethiswar asdifficult
and deadly, but not worth fighting.

Theadministration hascommitteditself, and an early with-
drawal isunlikely, leaving our troopsinahostilelandwithin-
creasingly lesssupport.

Thewinner hereislikely to be the terrorist mab, who will
seemany of their objectiveswonif Iragfallsinto anarchy and
confusion asAmericanswithdraw.

At thispoint, it matterslittleif wegot into thewar because
of faulty intelligenceor thepresident’ ssupposed desiretofin-
ishwhat hisfather started. It mattersnot whether Iragwasthe
right battleground.

Nearly athousand American soldiershavegiventheir lives
inthiseffort. Can we afford towalk away?

War isaterriblething, and the Irag war has been harder by
far onlragthanit hasbeen on us. But now theterrorists seem
tobewinning. They havehonedtheir tacticsand drivenfor the
jugular of thewestern coalition.

By randomly andvicioudly killingmost any hostagethey can
capturefrom aforeign land, the terrorists are betting that the
West has no stomach for prolonged fighting.

Thisisnot thekind of war our armiesare designed to fight.
Webelieveinlarge-unitwar, wheredivisionssweepinand con-
quer objectives. Wewonthat war inthefirst few weeksinlrag.
President Bush declared it over, but he warned then that we
faced years of tough fighting ahead.

Now we see he was right. The terrorists toppled agovern-
ment in Spain, and they would like nothing better than to see
“regimechange’ in Americaand England.

The people running thiswar are not Iragi, but Arab terror-
istsaligned with Osamabin Laden. His chief henchman was
the onewho bent before the cameraand sawed the head off a
living American hostage.

Thesetacticswill continue until we— the coalitionandthe
Iragi government— findandKkill or capturetheterrorists. They
havetheupper hand, becausethey areperfectly willingto use
any disgustingtacticagainst us. Themorecruel andbloody, in
fact, the better.

We, ontheother hand, raisearuckus— and rightly so—if
our troops embarrassor harass enemy captives.

That isthe difference between our cultures—the Arab ter-
rorists we face are barbaric and uncivilized. They believein
their cause and they believethey will win.

We may betoo civilized to fight them, but we must. Great
civilizationscanand do crumblewhenthey losethewill tofight
for their freedom.

It'sanugly thing, and hardtoknow whenitisnecessary. His-
tory teachesthat it sometimesis.

We need to ask ourselvesif thisisthe time, becauseif we
fail inlraqg, it'squitelikely theterroristswill regroup and re-
turnto our shores, and soon. — Steve Haynes
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| have a new goal In life

| don’t know about you, but | spent avery
quiet 4th of July.

No fireworks, no hot dogs, no picnic.

It wasjust wonderful!

Oh, I did takein a Sesquicentenntial (150th
anniversary of Kansas as aterritory) celebra-
tion at Wichita's Cowtown.

I went with afriend, but wewent latein the
afternoon after most of the crowd hasgone. It
wasquiet, slow-paced and fun.

We saw things as they werein the 1800's
when peopleweren’'tlivingtheir livesquiteso
franticaly.

They worked hard, ateanything they wanted
(or could get) and didn’t worry about gaining
weight.

Afterwardswewent for aChinesefood din-
ner. (1 think I'm starting anew tradition. | had
Chineseonlast Christmas, too!)

As | thought about the slower-paced
lifestyle, | decidedit will beagoa inmy life.

| am going to stop trying to do, have and be
everything. I’m going to do what needsto be
done, and enjoy quiet timesbetween.

Hereisapoem| receivedviae-mail, written
by aterminally ill young girl in aNew York
Hospital. It was sent out by amedical doctor.

The girl has definitely discovered what is
important inlife. It'scalled SLOW DANCE,
andit’sgood advicefor al of us!

lorna

® commentary

Weshouldall enjoy thedance, just not wish
itaway or doit sofast.

“Haveyou ever watched kids

Onamerry-go-round?

Or listened totherain

Slapping on theground?

Ever followed abutterfly’serratic flight?

Or gazed at the suninto thefading night?

You better slow down.

Don't dancesofast.

“Timeisshort.
Themusicwon’t last.

Doyou runthrough each day
Onthefly?

Whenyouask ‘How areyou?
Doyou hear thereply?

When theday isdone
Doyoulieinyour bed

With the next hundred chores
Running through your head?
You' d better slow down
Don't dancesofast.

“Timeisshort.
Themusicwon't last.
Ever told your child,
We'll doittomorrow?
Andinyour haste,

Not seehissorrow?
Ever lost touch,
Letagood friendshipdie
Causeyou never hadtime
Tocall andsay, ‘hi?

You’ d better slow down.
Don't dancesofast.

“Timeisshort.

Themusicwon’t last.

When you run sofast to get somewhere
You misshalf thefun of getting there.
Whenyouworry andhurry throughyour day,
Itislikean unopened gift....

Thrown away.

Lifeisnot arace.

Dotakeit slower

Hear themusic
Beforethesongisover.”

(LornaGT hascompiled someof her columns
into book form. Please contact this paper at
< star-news@nwkansas.com> if you areinter-
estedinpurchasingone. Itis$24for ahardback
book. Thisincludes postage & handling.)

Technology doesn't make Monday’s easier

Somedaysarejust Mondays.
That’stheway today hasbeen.
Thingsstarted out pretty well.

We are supposed to be on vacationin Colo-
rado, but vacation for us often includes afair
amount of work. Only whenwegoto Mexico
for aweek do we just drop off the face of the
earth. Therest of the time, we have our com-
puters.

Whenwegot herelast week, apackagecon-
taining anew DSL modem was on the table.
That was good news, because the telephone
servicehereisbadandthedia up I nternet con-
nection even worse.

High-speed I nternet seemedlikeit might be
worth it here, though in Oberlin we' ve stuck
to our own (very reliable, thank you) dialup
service.

Better yet, thehigh-speedlineworked assoon
aswegot themodem connected and madeafew
adjustments in settings. It's rare for anything
connected to acomputer towork thefirst time.

Thenwewereoff to Durango for threedays
of meetings. Back home Sunday night, apile
of work awaited both of us, dozensfor stories
and itemsfor the three newspapers we super-
vise between us.

All of it had to comethrough the new I nter-
net connection, the DSL or digital subscriber
line. And for awhile Monday, that seemed
pretty good.

Sinceit was Monday, though, it didn’t last.
It rainedintheafternoon, therewaslightning,
thephonegot busy, who knowswhat the prob-
lemwas.

The"lightning-quick” linedroppedto some-
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wherenear asnail’ space. | tried for two hours
toread four storiesthat were holding Oberlin
up. Noluck.

Cynthiawanted to work, but we couldn’t get
her computer up on the same line. She wanted
tocheck onNortoncopy, but | wasstuck onOber-
lin and getting morefrustrated by the minute.

She volunteered to go to town and get the
papers.

Nowa DSL lineworksonyour normal, old-
fashioned copper phonelines. Infact, it shares
themwithyour phones. | can’t say for surethat
thephoneswereinterferingwiththecomputer
line, but the more shetalked with her offices,
the less | was getting done. | was getting
grouchy.

where to write

Shevolunteeredtogototowntogetthegro-
ceries.

“1 thought youwantedto go,” shesaid.

“Atthisrate, it'll bemidnight beforel go,” |
answered, knowing full well that our tiny gro-
cery closesat 7 p.m.

| was getting moreanxious. | could hear the
press crew growling as they waited for that
page.

Cynthiawenttotown, and assuddenly asthe
line slowed up, it got better. | got the Oberlin
storiesdone. | cheered up. | finally got timeto
takeashower and go outsidefor afew minutes
— | d been at the computer most of the day.

Now sheisworkingonher Nortoncopy. |’ m
writing. | canseethelight at theend of thetun-
nel.

Butthen, it'snearly Tuesday now. TheGood-
land paper isgone, the Oberlin paper will wra
up by midnight, and they’ll finish Norton on
Tuesday. That's Cynthia's problem, though,
and | hopetheline behavesfor her.

Don’'t want her to get asgrouchy as| got.
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