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from our viewpoint...

Budget time raises
sales tax guestions

TheGoodland City Commission struggled throughabud-
get work sessions last week trying to find ways to balance
income and spending.

The commissioners managed to get it done, but not with-
out raisingthewater ratesby an averageof $2 per month and
anearly 4 mill increasein property taxes.

Raisingrateswill helpthewater fund break evennextyear,
but that issomething of anaccounting trick because some of
the paymentsthat should be made next year will be delayed
totheyear after that.

No onewantsto see hugerateincreases, and yet the com-
mission has been told for years that the water fund was in
trouble. Over thepast four years, therateshaveremained the
samewhilethebudgetshavebeen bal anced by cutting needed
upgradesand using the carryover and reserves.

Theincome problemsfor thewater department arenot the
only areawherethecity hasrunintotrouble. Therearesimi-
lar problems with the streets, and depending on what hap-
pens in the contract negotiations with Sunflower Electric
theremay be an electric rateincrease coming.

Commissioner DaveDanielssaid hefeltitwastimefor the
city tolook at thealternativestoimprovethestreetsand other
facilities.

Therearethreewaysthecity hasof raisingmoney: raising
the property taxes, raising theratestotheusersor raisingthe
salestax.

Thesalestax wasthemethod Sherman County usedtosave
the pavement on old U.S. 24, and after the work was done,
the one-quarter cent salestax wastaken off.

Property tax increasesarewildly unpopular becausethey
are hard on the elderly and other on fixed incomes. To the
average person, the salestax seemsfair because everybody
who spends money in the city hel ps pay thetax.

Faced with the financial situation the city and county are
intoday, it seemsto betimetolook at the possibility of pass-
ing asalestax for streets, roads and major capital improve-
ments.

“Wearedoing thevotersadisserviceunlesswegivethem
achangetovote,” Commissioner Dean Blumesaid.

A one-cent salestax wouldrai seabout $800,000 ayear split
between thecounty and thecity of Goodlandandasmall por-
tion for Kanorado. It would give each agood base to estab-
lish astreet or road program that could be paid off through
the salestax, and could be used for other projectsaswell.

It has proved invaluable for the medical services having
the one-quarter-cent salestax approved by voters about 10
years ago. That helps run the hospital, ambulance service,
senior center, Good Samaritan Center, county health depart-
ment and mental health.

There is sure to be opposition to raising taxes, and there
should beagood, open discussion about the advantagesand
disadvantages of increasing the sales tax. There is enough
time before the November election to have the details of a
salestax proposal put together and put on the ballot to give
the citizensachanceto decide. — Tom Betz
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Financial awareness, particularly ingovern-
ment, isan issue of great importanceto me.

| feel strongly citizensshould know exactly
why and how their money isbeing spent. Hon-
esty and accountability aretwo essential com-
ponents of our government.

Wehear reportsabout the skyrocketing fed-
eral deficit and states like Californiathat are
struggling to repair their state’s damaged
economy.

But how do we farein Kansas? According
to the latest edition of State News, which is
compiled by the Council of State Govern-
ments, the answer isnot good.

Unlikethefedera government, statesarenot
technically allowedtorundeficits. However,
toget aroundthis, stateswill issue certificates
of indebtednessor bondsin order tofundtheir
debt in an attempt to stay flushfinancially.

It would be akin to you taking out aloan to
pay downalargeamount of personal debt. The
problemisbondsarejust atemporary solution
that can end up costing substantially more

TotheEditor:

It was a pleasant surprise to get your care |

package.
Weall greatly appreciateit. It could not have
comeat abetter time.

We had just gotten out of the field after a =

rough couple of weeks. It wasagreat morale
boost to get agreat packagelikeyou sent.

Itmakesour jobalot easier knowingwehave
so much support at home.

| should be homein early October and will
make it apoint to thank you all personaly. If
thereisanythingwecandofor you, let usknow.

Onceagain, thanksto everyone.

Geremy A Cloyd

Sgt./USMC

Iraq

TotheEditor:

Wewould liketo takethistimeto thank ev-
eryonewho wasinvolved in anyway with the
Fourth of July Parade. It was a huge success
and a most fitting tribute to our son, Sgt.
GeremyA. Cloyd, and all who have served or
arecurrently serving our great country.

Hatsoff to Courtney Warden and the Cham-
ber of Commercefor al thehardwork tomake
the parade possible. Thanksto Scott Weber of
Scooter’sand Sight and Soundfor sponsoring
Geremy. John and Judy Bateman and Seren-
dipity Flower Shop deserve around of ap-
plause for the beautiful corsage and the
thoughtful card. Weloveyou!

Finally, thanks to the First National Bank.
The float was beautiful; we know how much
hard work went into it. Thank you for allow-
ing ustorideonit. Wewere honored, and felt
likeroyalty. You treated us so well, even pro-
viding the candy to throw, as well as an um-
brellafor shadefromthe sun.

It is with gratitude we want to thank First
National Bank for the care package they sent
to Geremy and hisunit. Thetime, money and
love that went into that huge box was over-

lynn
jenkins

® state treasurer

money inthelong run.

According to Moody’s Investor Services,
“2004 State Debt Medians,” the state’s debt
looms at a substantial $2.6 billion, but well
bel ow thedebt-ridden California s$37billion.
However, whenthat debtiscal culated onaper
capitabasis, each Kansan would have to pay
$963 to pay off our state's debt making usthe
17thworst statein the nation— barely better
than California at $1,060 per person or 15th
worst inthe nation.

Compare with that of Nebraska, the state
with theleast debt in the country, and the dif-
ferenceisstartling. In contrast, each resident
of Nebraskawouldonly haveto pay amere$43
toridtheir state of the debt they face.

from our
readers

® to the editor

whelming! It fillsour heartswithloveandjoy
tocall youfriends.

Themoraleboost that comesfromaletter or
package from home is priceless. It’'s what
keepsGeremy movingforwardinthiswar. The
Armed Forces serve well and sacrifice much
for our freedom.

Thanks to everyone for the prayers, cards,
letters and packages that have been sent to
Geremy and the Marinesin hisunit.

Special thanks to Geremy’s grandparents,
LeRoy Lanceand Guy and Maxine L ucas, for
thesteady supply of packagessenttolrag.Also
toLaurel Belshefor theprayer circleand post-
ers, Keith Wieck, Valerie Kaup, imandAvis
Alcornand JamieBaker for thecare packages
sent to Geremy.

Greg and Tammy Cloyd

Goodland

TotheEditor:

Article Fiveof the Kansas Constitution de-
fineswhoiseligibletobeanelectorinthe State
of Kansas.

Sectiononeof articlefivereads, “ Every citi-
zen of the United States who has attained the
age of eighteen years and who resides in the
voting areain which he or she seeks to vote
shall be deemed aqualified elector.”

Unfortunately, voting is aright that not all
people with disabilities have been ableto ex-
ercise. Peoplewithdisabilitiescompriseabout
one-fifth of thevoting agepopulationin Kan-
sas, yetlessthanhalf of themvotedinthe2000
elections.

Infact, if peoplewithdisabilitiesvotedatthe
samerateasthosewithout disabilities, 4.6 mil-

In fact, we are the most indebted state per
capitain our region, with our neighboring
states maintaining significantly lower debt.

Thetrend of bonding debt and then shifting
it to future generationsis extremely concern-
ingandwill takeour childrenyearstorecover.

Fiscal responsibility should be atop prior-
ity of our stateand it is concerning to see our
indebtednesslevel at suchahighlevel.

Aswefacebudget difficultiesintheupcom-
ingyears, hopefully wewill proceed cautioudy
with how to deal with state finances and the
potential problems that could arise from in-
creasing bond debt payments.

What can you do about the debt problem?

It is as simple as getting involved and ex-
pressing your concerns to those individuals
thatareinapositiontoimprovethefiscal health
of Kansas. It'syour state, your money and your
children’sfuture.

Asaways,if | candoanythingforyouplease
let me know. It is a pleasure serving as your
State Treasurer.

Care package was a pleasant surprise

lionmorevoteswouldhavebeencastinthelast
presidential vote.

InKansasitisbecomingincreasingly easier
for peopleto participatein thevoting process.
The recently enacted Help America Vote Act
requiresevery polling placetohaveat | east one
votingmachinethatisaccessibletoall persons
with disabilities. Recent changes to Kansas
electionlawsrequireevery polling placeto be
accessible to voters with disabilities, and in
Kansas, voters with disabilities can apply for
advance voting or permanent advance voting
status so they can vote by mail from home.

Thiselectionyeariscritical inthat theentire
Kansas Legidature, most of the Kansas con-
gressional delegation and the office of presi-
dent areall openfor election.

Peoplewithdisabilitiesmust getinvolvedin
thepolitical processand exercisetheir right to
vote. Your voteisyour voicein protectingyour
rightsandtheservicesyouneedtolive. Thelate
disability rights advocate and “ Father of the
Americanswith DisabilitiesAct,” Justin Dart,
usedtotell people, “ Voteasif your lifedepends
onit. Becauseit does.”

If you or someoneyou know hasadisability
and has questions about their voting rights or
want to register to vote or apply for advance
voting, wecan help.

Contact SKIL of Western Kansas at 628-
8019 or (800) 316-8019.

LouAnnKibbee

SKIL of Western Kansas

Hays

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste.
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CORNERED THE SQUIRREL
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HERE WE SEE THE POG
TRYING TO REMOVE A
PINE CONE FROM UFP
HIS NOSE




