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from our viewpoint...

Senate candidates
to face off Monday

We all have a stake in who represents usin Topeka from
our 40th Senatorial District.

Wewerewell represented for neary 10 yearsby Sen. Stan
Clark of Oakley, who, unfortunately, lost hislifeinaduststorm
inlate May on Interstate-70 near hishome. HiswifeRuthis
filling out histerm but is not a candidate to succeed himin
the coming election.

Monday at 6 p.m., inthe Frahm Theatre at Colby Commu-
nity College, a 90-minute debate open to the public at no
charge, will feature the candidatesfor that office— two Re-
publicanswho will battle for theAug. 3 primary vote, and a
Democrat, who the primary winner will faceon Nov. 2. The
debate, sponsored by arearadio stations, will not be broad-
cast live. It will be recorded and replayed later by each sta-
tion.

ThepapersintheNor’ West Newspapersgroup areconduct-
ing personal interviewswiththesesamethreecandidatesand
other candidatesinvolvedinracesintheir owncounties. The
information collected in theseinterviews will beflowing to
thereadersof thosesix newspapers — Colby FreePress, The
Goodland Star-News, The S. FrancisHerald, the Bird City
Times, TheOberlinHeraldand TheNorton Telegram— next
week.

The Republican primary election candidates for the 40th
Senatorial District are Dan Rasure of Goodland and Ralph
Ostmeyer of Grinnell. Rasureisdipping histoesinthepoliti-
cal watersfor thevery first time. He' stheyoungest at 22, and
isalert, determined and a student of the process. Ostmeyer,
ontheother hand, hastwotermsexperienceasK ansasHouse
representativefromthe118th District. Hehadfiledfor re-elec-
tion to that seat but withdrew that filing to enter the Senate
raceafter thedeath of Sen. Clark. He' sol der, experiencedand
also determined.

Tim Peterson of Monument isthe Democrat. Peterson has
along history of involvement inthe Democratic Party andis
currently chairmanof theFirst Congressional District. Hehas
thedesireandthedrive.

The debate, sponsoreed by radio stations in Colby and
Goodland, andisthebrainchild of JamesClaasssen, manager
of KGCR, the Christian voice of theregion located between
Edson and Brewster.

RichEpp, theradiovoiceof theColby College Trojansand
the Colby Eagles, will moderatethepolitical debateMonday
evening. Epp served as press secretary to former Gov. Mike
Hayden.

Thedebatewill bereplayedat 5p.m. onTuesday onKLOE
inGoodland. Thecandidateshavebeeninvitedtoapublicfo-
rumat 7 p.m. on Tuesday at the Goodland High School audi-
torium, alongwith candidatesfor Sherman County sheriff and
treasurer. The Sherman County Farm Bureau is sponsoring
thispublic forum.

Coupledwiththesix-newspapers' interviews, theseshould
servewell in giving the voters the information necessary to
make the best possible choices on election day. —Tom A.
Dreiling
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| like reading a variety of books

| don’'t know about you, but | read avariety
of books.

| enjoy mysteries— if they aren’'t sadistic. |
like historical novelsaswell ashistory.

| take pleasurein many kinds of books, but
draw adefinitelineagainst romantictripe. How
someone can get “ hooked” on an endless suc-
cession of that drivel isbeyond me.

But to each his’/her own, | guess. | just feel |
haveoutgrown*theCinderellasyndrome.” I'm
not big on fantasy — or hobbits, or space, or
futuristic guessing, or Harry Potter.

By reading awiderangeof books, | oftenrun
into some interesting descriptionsand infor-
mation, often about the origin of names and
phrases many of us have heard all our lives.
Hereareafew:

1) Bootlegging— “isderivedfrom stuffing
bottlesof liquor intothetopsof oversized boots
tofoil customsinspectorsatAmericanborders’
— Stephen Birmingham, The Rest of Us, The
Rise of America' s Eastern European Jews, p.
153. (I often wondered why smuggling liquor
wascalled bootlegging.)

2) Numbersgame (policy game) —“Every
day, thecustomer wouldbuy athree-digit num-
ber from 000 to 999. The winning number
would come from a supposedly unriggable
sourcethat would bepublishedinevery news-
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paper —thelast threefiguresof thetotal sales
ontheNew York Stock Exchange, forinstance,
or the betting totals at a particular racetrack.
Thisway, no bettor who lost could claim to
have been cheated. The winning numbers
would pay at odds of 600 to 1, which would
makeit attractive, and sincetheactual chance
of winningwaslessthat 1ina1,000 the prof-
its could be enormous’ — Stephen Birming-
ham, The Rest of Us, The Rise of America's
Eastern European Jews, p. 212. (Not being a
gambler, | never understood what a* numbers
game” was.)

3) Everwonder about throwingsaltover your
left should to ward off evil? | always thought
that to be apretty silly custom. But in a book
(can’t remember which one) | read: Throwing
salt over |eft shoulder was considered as* Salt
for thetail of the Devil.” (Just what that wasto
dotothwart thedevil, | still don’'t know.)

4) Why are detaineessaid to bein*“ concen-
tration camps’ ?“ The Fuhrur doesnot likethe

term labor camp. He says that it sounds too
much like the ghastly places that the
Blosheviks sent their political prisoners. He
preferstocall them placeswherethroughwork
and concentration on the patterns of thought
that have opposed nations socialism, people
can be made free. Concentration camps are
what they will becalled, and there are several
being planned for variousplacesintheReich.
There won't be a need for too many of them,
andasl say, their natureistransitory.” — From
an old paper back that | neglected to get the
nameof or author of because itfell to pieces
as | read it. The chapter title was Crimson
Comesthe Dawn.

5) Andhere’ sanother gamblingterm. | have
played poker onalittlehomegameset, and |’ ve
wondered where it got its name. Then, in &
book, somepeoplewereplaying Poque—a3-
card game. Given acorruption of the French
pronunciation, | wondered if, in English, it
became Poker. Well, | still don’t know, but it
wasinteresting to specul ate.

Lookingback over thisarticle, you' reprob-
ably wondering about my psyche.

Pleasedon’t! | truly ammorementally well-
rounded than this column makes me seem.

| do think about deeper and happier topics
than gambling, drinking and detention camps!

Candidates warming up to the campaign

Scenesfrom the meet-the-candidates day:

For abunch of glad-handers, thecandidates
don’t seemtooeager tomeet new people. | have
to collar theones| haven't met.

If they arereticent, though, it passes by the
timethey get on stage.

Thethought strikesmethat | might beableto
makesomeobservationthat would makeevery
candidate cringe. That should be popular.

Norton’s Doug Sebeliuscame acrossasthe
most liberal of thelot. That'snosurprise. He's
always been seen as amember of the GOP's
“left” wing.

Hisideasontaxation—addinga*“ super rate”
to the current incometax to soak therich, and
“decoupling” the state income tax from the
federal system sothestatecould decideitsown
deductions— would makeaDemocrat proud.

Sebeliusmadeit pretty clear hethinksitwill
take atax increase to solve the state's budget
problems. His talk of making rural Kansas
moreattractiveto familiesmade sense, but he
didn’'t really say how to dothat.

By contrast, the Democrat in the race,
Norcatur’sBob Strevey, focused onthephilo-
sophical issuesof the school battle, not some-
thing most of usthink about.

Therearethoserallying against aschool tax
increase, he said, who just don't like public
education. They want private schools, church
schools, home schools or no schools, but not
public schools. He' s right about that: some of
these people have an agenda. M ost of the con-
servativesjust don’twant toraisetaxes, though.

The conservatives — Reps. John Faber, run-
ningagainst Sebeliusand Strevey for re-election,
and Rep. Ralph Ostmeyer, running for the Sen-
ate— pointed out that they voted for aHouseplan
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that would have added nearly $200 per student
to school districts’ spending base. That would
produce nearly $100,000 ayear in Oberlin.

Faber, aformer school board member who
traditionally ismoregenerousonschool spend-
ing than someconservatives, saidit madehim
sad to come home without any money for
schools.

Ostmeyer said at least they had “held edu-
cationharmless’ whilecutting other programs.

Sebeliusand Goodland' sDanRasure, likethe
Senate and the governor, criticized the House
planas” smokeand mirrors,” robbing onebud-
get to pad another. Most likely, they areright.

Sebeliuswaswell spokenand madehiscase
clearly, as befits an experienced trial lawyer.
(A prosecutor, though, and not one of those
contingent-fee hucksters.) He was the best-
spoken of the House candidates.

TheSenatesidedid notwinglory asorators.
Rasure was nervous and halting, and he
misspoke a couple of times. He said, for in-
stance, therewas an effort to bring aVeterans
Administrationhospital tothedistrict, whenhe
meant aclinic.

Severa intheaudienceof 40 said later they
wereimpressed with hisyouth and his enthu-
siasm, however.

Rep. Ostmeyer rambled so long, the host,
Mike Matson of the Farm Bureau, was ready
togivehimthehook. Hemadeit clear hewasn't

goingtopushfor atax increasefor schools. As
the state’s economy improves, he said, it will
provideenough money totakecareof necessi-
ties. That'saperceptiveview: justwait, andthe
problemwill go away, but he'sprobably right.

Rep. Faber was, well, Rep. Faber. He'sheld
the seat for eight years now. He beat both his
opponents last time, and unless one of them
learnsto knock on doors, there's no reason tc
believehewon't doit again.

Likethe Senaterace, though, it'stooearly to
tell whowill pull out ahead.

And that Senate scramble? Rep. Ostmeyer
probably isbetter known and has better party
connections. Hisexperienceis hismain cam-
paign plank.

DanRasurehashisenthusiasmand, for anew
college graduate, agreat deal of political anc
government experience. Hisuncertainty before
acrowd should fade. He impresses people as
bright, dedicated and sincere.

Democrat Tim Peterson startsout behind, but
he has farm connections. Still, it's a Republi-
canseat tolose.

For now, though, it'sarace.

Now, have we missed anyone?

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes | ettersfrom readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill
not be published. Form letterswill berejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public in-
terest or considered offensive. Wereservethe
right to edit letters for length and good taste.
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I BELIEVE THAT TELEVISION
VIEWERS ARE SMARTER THAN
PEOPLE WHO READP BOOKS
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