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Today
* Sunset, 8:13 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 5:34 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:12 p.m.

Midday Conditions
« Soil temperature 82 degrees
+ Humidity 30 percent
* Sky clear and sunny
* Winds southeast 7 mph
+ Barometer 30.06 inches

and falling

* Record High today 107° (1934)
* Record Low today 55° (1972)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 96°
Low Wednesday 62°
Precipitation none
This month 1.23
Year to date 10.08

The Topside Forecast

Today: partly cloudy with a 30
percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms after noon, high
around 84, low near 60, winds
north 9-11 mph. Saturday: partly
cloudy, high near 90, low around
62, winds east 10 mph.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: mostly sunny, high
near 91, low around 63. Monday:
partly cloudy with a slight chance
of showers, highnear 93, low near
63.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7. a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.19 bushel
Posted county price — $3.41
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn — $2.40 bushel
Posted county price — $2.29
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $1.99 bushel
Soybeans — $8.01 bushel
Posted county price — $8.32
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $5.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.70 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
NuSun — $10.95 cwt.
Confection — $16/$9 cwt.
Pinto beans — $15

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Swimmers
finish fourth

Holton Witman ap-
proached the turn-around
point in the 8-and-under
boys 50-yard freestyle dur-
ing the Northwest Kansas
Swim League Champion-
ship Meet in Wray, Colo.,
last weekend. Story, photo
on Page 11.

Plea expected In murder case

By Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-News

A motion hearing in the case of Lanny
Bevington, 33, charged with first-degree
murder inthedeath of hiswifeKerrieonDec.
28, set for Monday in Sherman County Dis-

trict Court has been postponed.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby said the
hearing was put off becausethe defense pro-
posedapleabargainonThursday. Trial inthe

case wasto have begun Monday.

County

county.

proposal.

renews

Jjoint grant writer

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County commissioners
decided Tuesday to renew thejoint
grant writer for another year, al-
though they did not get the changes
they wantedintheway theprogram
isset up and paidfor.

“| believe the grantwriter pro-
gramisagood concept,” Commis-
sionerKevinRasuresaid.“ 1 will live
withitonemoreyear, but she(Penny
Nemechek) needstomakeitwork.”

Commissioner Chuck Thomas,
who represents the county on the
program’scommittee, saidthat all of
therepresentativeswereat themeet-
ing on Thursday morning, and the
other three wanted to keep the pro-
gramthesameasit hasbeenfor the
firsttwoyears.

“Each oneof usgaveour reasons
for keeping the program and what
we thought should be changed,”
Thomas said. “| told them we felt
that the program needed to be
changed sotherewas|essbase(pay)
and more built into an incentive
plan.

“Ron Schilling, theschool district
representative, saidtheschool board
wanted to leave the program asis
because they had budgeted it as a
straight amount each month, anddo
not want to do it on acommission
basis.

“Mayor Rick Billinger saidhefelt
the program was doing good, and
that when shegot any grant money,
it helpedall of thecounty. Billinger
askedthecounty tostay, andsaidhe
felt the program should be contin-

uedonthesamebasisasthefirsttwo
years. Hedid agreethere needed to
besomechangesand better commu-
nication.

“Jay Jolly, hospital administrator,
said they had only been in the pro-
gramfor ashort time, but were sat-
isfied with how it wasworking.”

Thomas said that the two volun-
teer members, Dan Hayden of
Bankwest and LindaK nott of Knott
Just Books, said they thought the
program should be continued.

“She (Nemechek) needsto do a
better job of communicating,” Ra-
sure said, “and she needs to know
thisisatwo-way street.”

Thomas said that Nemechek had
said shewould keep the boardsbet-
terinformed, andthat shewouldre-
porttothemonaregular basissoall
the board members know what is
happening.

“We agreed to make some
changes in the contract,” Thomas
said, “but we left the salary the
same.”

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said
hefelt there should be an incentive
planwith alower base salary.

“1 hope she understands our
point,” Rasure said. “| will go one
moreyear, but sheneedstoknowthe
ball isinher court.”

Rasure made the motion to ap-
provethe programfor another year
and Thomas seconded. It passed
unanimously.

Thecommissionersreviewedthe
county billsfor thefirst half of the

See GRANT, Page 10

Calvin Williams, Bevington’s attorney,
had filed 10 motionsto be heard by District
Judge Jack Burr, asking the judge, among
other things, to move the trial out of the

Selby said shemetwiththefamily andlaw
enforcement officersinvolvedinthecaseFri-
day afternoon, and decided not to accept the

“Wefelttheoffer wasnot what wewereaf-
ter,” Selby said. “ We submitted acounterof-

thetrial.”

jury pool.

fer, and it appears it might be accepted. We
donot haveofficia wordthat hehasaccepted
theplea, but weexpect hewill accept theplea
on Monday, which wasto bethefirst day of

She said Wednesday the ball was in the
defense attorney’s court, and that if the plea
is not accepted, there will be aproblem on
Monday becausethejudgehasdismissedthe

Bevington was charged with first-degree

murder onDec. 29. K errieBevington, 27, was
found dead of an apparent shotgunwoundtc
thehead about 7 a.m. inthemorning on Dec.
28by her father TomAschenbrenner, former

Brewster firechief. Hefound her sittinginthe

cab of apickup outside the Bevington home
about 3 1/2 miles south of Brewster, just in-
side Sherman County.

Thetimeof deathwasestimated at between

3and 4 am. Dec. 28. The couple had been

married |ess than six months.

Giant arm unloads pipe
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Residents of Goodland could see railroad cars loaded with pipes along the tracks Tuesday as
the town saw the firstload of pipe for the Cheyenne Plains Pipeline delivered here. Large cranes
and tractors kicked up dust and rocks as crews from the Pe Ben Industries out of Houston un-
loaded 30-inch pipe. The El Paso Corp. pipeline will extend 379 miles from Wyoming to
Greensburg, cutting a diagonal across Sherman County from south of Kanorado to the south-
Photos by Kathryn Gurfinkel/The Goodland-Star News

County clerk enjoys challenge of her office

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

After 21 years as the Sherman
County clerk, Janet Rumpel is not
ready togiveitup. Shehas
enjoyed the challenges of
the position and has liv-
ened up the serious busi-
nessof thecourthousewith
office hijinks.

Rumpel is uncontested
for the Republican nomi-
nation in the Aug. 3 pri-
mary. Thereareno Demo-
cratic Party candidatesfor
the post.

Rumpel said she worked in the
office four years before being ap-
pointedasclerk. Shestartedin1979
ina“part-time”’ job, but she ended
up working 40 hours aweek.

Thenwhenthe deputy clerk quit,
Rumpel filled that role, and when
the clerk retired, Rumpel was per-

Rumpel

suadedtofill that spotinApril 1983.
She said one of the commissioners
at that time encouraged her to take
thejob, asdid her husband.

He said he'd help with
the housework, Rumpel
said. That sounded like a
good idea, but the house-
work ended up being ne-
glected.

And the new job came
with sometrepidation.

“Atfirst,” Rumpel said,
“1 didn’t know what | got
myself into.”

She said she was fortunate to be
abletocall former county clerksfor
advice and instruction, but she has
had to continueto learn.

“There have been so many
changessincel began,” Rumpel said.

The election laws have changed
the most, she said, adding she has
hadtogototrainingtokeepupwith

The Sherman County Farm
BureauAssociationwill sponsor
acandidateforumat 7 p.m. Tues-
day intheGoodland High School
auditorium.

Candidates for Sherman
County sheriff andtreasurer and
state Senatehavebeeninvitedto
givethevotersan opportunity to
meet them, ask questions and
hear what they haveto say about
some of theissues.

Open forum Tuesday;
registration closes Monday

Theprimary electionisAug. 3.
Thepollswill openat 7a.m. atthe
Veteransof ForeignWarsHall at
824 Main Ave., and close at 7
p.m.

Crystal Wright of the Sherman
County clerk’s office said the
deadlinefor registeringtovotein
the primary is 5 p.m. Monday.
Shesaid advanced voting begins
Tuesday.

the changes and to retrain election
board workers.
Among thechangesthisyear, re-

quired by anew federal law, are a
requirement that anyone who has
not votedin Sherman County before

will have to show some form of
identification, and the Democratic
primary will be open to people of
any party affiliation.

Primaries used to be closed,
Rumpel said, and people had to be
affiliated with aparty to vote. That
isstill the caseto vote Republican,
shesaid, but becauseof law suits, the
Democratic primary isnow open.

Besides being the county’s el ec-
tionofficial, Rumpel said, shehastc
wear many other hats as county
clerk. She said her duties include
being secretary to the county com-
missioners; drug and alcohol coor-
dinator, keeping reports and doing
randomtestson employees; Ameri-
canswith DisabilitiesAct coordina-
tor; freedomof information officer;
handling payroll for county employ-

See RUMPEL, Page 10

Register of deeds isn't interested In working anywhere else

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

After 10 years as the Sherman
County register of deedsand 10 be-
forethat asthedeputy register, Carol
Armstrong isn’t interested
inworking anywhereelse.

Armstrongisrunningun-
opposed for theRepublican
nomination for theposition
intheAug. 3primary. There
are no Democratic nomi-
neesto face her in the gen-
eral election.

But she doesn’t mind.

“1 enjoy every minute,”
Armstrongsaid.“Aslongas
| haveto work, that’swhere | want
towork.”

Armstrong

It's very interesting work, she
said, taking care of anything that
pertainsto real estate and keeping
records of agreat deal of Sherman
County history. Armstrong said she
does genealogy re-
search, and her office
keepstrack of morethan
land transactions.

Theofficefilesoil and
gasleases, shesaid, mili-
tary discharges, mort-
gagereleases and, since
the county superinten-
dent of schools office
closed, it has old school
records.

Theland records started in 1886,
Armstrong said, with patents for

homesteading, and goclear totoday.
Everyonewhohasever beenaland-
owner in Sherman County isinthe
records.

Although a lot of land has
changed handsin thelast 20 years,
Armstrongsaid shehasnot seenalot
of other changesin her timein the
office. It stayspretty muchthesame,
she said; everything istimed and
dated, and the books are kept as
close to 1,000 pages as possible
without dividing atransaction into
two books.

She said she has seen two fee
raisesand onemortgageregistration
tax increase, but other than that,
things have stayed the same.

But with technology always

changing, she said, the office will
soonseeanother change. Armstrong
saidtherecordsthat arenow on mi-
crofilmwill all beon compact disk.

Armstrong said lately her office
has been busy with oil and gas
leases. Latelast year and early this
year, she said, there have been as
many as six oil and gas companies
inthevaultdoingresearchat atime.
It got pretty crowded, she said, but
they were all good people and it
went smoothly.

Besides research, she said, the
companies have generated alot of
leases. When theleases are hot and
heavy, she said, the office may
handleupto 136 at atime. Usually,
shesaid, theofficedeal swithoneor

two transactionsat atime.

Thisisthefirstbigwaveof oil and
gas leases since 1988 or ' 89, she
said; right now they’ relooking for
natural gas.

It'sinteresting work; Armstrong
said — it keepsyou on your toes.

Shesaid sheenjoystalkingtoin-
teresting people. Besides people
frombanks, attorneysandreal estate
people, shesaid shetalksto alot of
peoplewho call infor information.
There' salot of research, Armstrong
said.

Shecreditsher successinthejok
to her predecessor, Dorothez
Grayhill.

“1 hadagoodteacher,” Armstrong
said.



