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City fire chief says he’s in no hurry for retirement

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Goodland Fire Chief Dean Jensen
told city commissionerslast Wednes-
day that hisbudget request includes
a$6,000increase over |ast year.

City Manager Ron Pickman said
part of thatisneededto cover asev-
erance package in case the chief
would decideto retire.

Jensen said he does not want to
retirebecauseheenjoyshisjob. He
said part of the improvement this
next year would beto take some of
thewei ght off arescuetruck, which
blew atireontheway toanaccident
onl-70inMay.

“We have 10-ply tireson it,” he
said, “butitiscarrying moreweight
than it should. We would get atop-
per for the rescue truck so we can
transfer someof theweight off of one
and moveit totheother rescuetruck

which canhandletheweight better.”
Pickman said Police Chief Ray
Smee had hoped to be at the work
session, but hewasrecoveringfrom
neck surgery and would not make
it. He said the department has nine
officers, the chief, one clerk and
three part-time positions.
Hesaidtherewasadightincrease
inthebudgettocover raises, andthat
under capital expenditures there
would be onevehiclereplacement.
Under animal control, Pickman
saidthecity contributes$2,100tothe
Northwest KansasAnimal Shelterto
takecareof thedogsand catsthat are
picked up, and that they pay $400 a
month to Prairieland Animal Clinic
to housethe dogsfor three days.
The commissioners discussed
raising thisabit to hel p out theani-
mal shelter. As Commissioner
Chuck Luttersputit, “They dousa

world of good by helping to take
careof thedogs, and | am surethey
couldusealittlehelp.”

Steve Criswell, city building in-
spector, was present to talk about
hisdepartment. Pickman saidthere
wasaslight decreaseinthisbudget.
Criswell said thecity needsto ook
at thedead tree problem. Thereare
anumber of these that need to be
removed, hesaid.

Rich Simons talked about the
publicworksbudget. Pickmansaid
thisbudget wasdown abit, but that
they had kept the same amount in
for snow removal despite the fact
they have not had that much inthe
past few years.

“We are going to get snowed in
this year,” Mayor Rick Billinger
said. “| am predicting a big snow
stormthiswinter.”

Pickman said the street crew

Clerk enjoys the daily challenges,
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ees and accounts payable for the
county; checks and balances with
thetreasurer on county money; han-
dling county and townshipbudgets;
double checking the city, school
board and firedistrict budgets; and
submitting budgetsto the state and
setting levies.

Rumpel said sheenjoysthe bud-

geting and accounting parts of the
jobthemost. It'sachallengeto es-
timate the revenues for the next
year, she said, without knowing
what thestate’ sgoingtodo. Rumpel
said sheenjoyschallenges.

“1 enjoy the challenge of finding
amistake,” she said, “figuring out
how it can happen.”

Shesaidher jobisachallengeand
there'snever adull moment.

“That’'s one of the reasons|’ve
stayed aslong as| have,” shesaid.
“Thedowertimes! didn'tlikeitas
much.”

One thing Rumpel doesn’t like
about thejobisdealingwith person-
nel issues. Thisiskind of likeahu-
man resourcedepartment, shesaid.

“1 don’t alwaysknow what to do
(with personnel issues),” she said.
“l don'tlikepoliticsinjobs.”

planstodomorerepair work on 17th
Street between Mainand Broadway.
“We need to coordinate with the
businessowners,” Pickman said.
On Steever Water Park, Pickman
saidthebudget hasanincreasebuilt
in for utilities, and that recreation
director Jason Hickson is looking
forinformationonapool cover that
might help hold in heat to reduce
costs. Pickman said the estimated
for thecoveris$11,000, but that he
hasnot seentheinformationonhow
it would be handled and how long
it would be expectedto last.
Hesaidthestatehassaidthey will
continuetofundthespecial highway
maintenancedistributionwhichthe
city usestodotheannual street chip
sealingandresurfacing. Hesaid this
isabout $140,000 ayear.
Under general government, the
manager said there is $40,000

changes of

But Rumpel livensthings up for
those she works with by joking
around and playing pranks on oth-
ersin the courthouse. She said she
isglad to able to joke around with
all three commissioners and says
she hashad fun playing pranks.

Oneyear when the extension of -
ficeclosedduringthefair and set up
anofficeatthefairgrounds, sheand
othersmarked the extension office

County renews joint grant writer program for ayear
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month, and has some questions

about sometravel expenses.
“Weneedtohaveaset of daily per

diemforall departments,” Tiedesaid.
“We need to set some guide-

lines,” Thomas agreed.

The commissioners agreed to
approvethe voucherswith the one
exception, and agreedtohaveTiede
review other bills expected before
Friday. Therewasnot atotal for the
bills because Deputy Clerk Mary

Have an idea for a new business?

To Get Free & Confidential
One-0On-0One Business Assistance
Call Wade Phillips
Enterprise Facilitator
620-87T4-0771

Western Konsas Enterprize Facilitotion Consorfiom serves
Greeley, Eeormny, Lone, Scott, Sherman & Wichita Counties

FORD
MERCURY

222 W. Hwy 24
GoobLAND, Kan. 67735

NOT ALL BUYERS WILL QUALIFY FOR FORD CREDIT FINANCING. Customers must finance through Ford Credit to receive Clearance Cash. Offers vary by model.

Ann Snethen said sheis expecting
more utility and phone bills by
Thursday.

The meeting adjourned at 10:35
am. Thenext meetingwill be8a.m.
onTuesday, andthecommissioners
will bediscussing preliminary bud-

get figures. They will have a bud-
get request from Developmental
Servicesof Northwest Kansas.

The commissioners meet in the
commissionroomonthemainfloor
of the Sherman County courthouse,
813 Broadway.

Notice of Street Sealing
Property owners it is anticipated that the street in front of
your property will be sealed the week of July 19th through
July 23, barring mechanical difficulties or unforeseen
weather. Please move your vehicles away from the

street and please do not water your yard that morning

so that crews can seal streets effectively. Any vehicles not
moved from the street will be towed.
Thank you for your cooperation
City of Goodland

which can be spent for anything
withamajority voteof thecommis-
sion. Economic development re-
mainsat $50,000.

Commissioner Dean Blumesaid
he felt the economic devel opment
program was doing agood job and
should be continued. However, he
suggested it should be funded
through acounty property tax levy
rather than splitting the cost be-
tween the city and county.

The rest of the commission indi-
cated support for theeconomicdevel-
opment program asit isnow set up.

On employee benefits, Pickman
said there was a slight drop in this
budget because the increase in in-
surance rates was lower than had
been anticipated. Hesaid thebudget
has an increase of 15 percent built
in, and he hopesthisistoo high.

Theself-insurancefundisshow-

ing aslight decrease, but Pickman
said part of that is because the city
is getting about half of what they
were getting for interest.

The budget included the $3,000
requested by the Arts Council for
theCarnegieArtsCenter. Commis-
sioner Lutters said he felt the
amount should be cut to the same
level aslast year.

“Thisistheonly group askingfor
anincrease,” hesaid, “andwiththe
tight conditions, | feel they all
should bethe sameaslast year.”

Blume, Billinger and Daniels
agreed and theamount wascut back
tothe$2,000level, whichwaswhat
theart center got thisyear.

Whenall thechangeswereadded,
the property tax levy increase tc
fundthegeneral fundwas3.87mills.

The budget hearing will be held
on Monday, Aug. 2.

the courthouse

asquarantined “ on account of coo-
ties’ andevenhad anorder fromthe
judge attached to the door.

She said the janitor gathered
somedead bugswhichthey linedup
in the office with tombstones say-
ing things like, “Here lies Cootie
George. ..." Shesaidwhentheex-
tension crew returned tothe office,
they all had agood laugh.

But the job has had serious mo-
ments.

“When | first started,” Rumpel
said, “wehad bomb threats.”

Onewassent onapostcardtheday
before the election, she said. There
wasagrand jury setting at thetime,
she said, and the courthouse had tc
becleared out. Election official shad
towait until someonecouldgetintc
get their supplies, she said.

Rumpel said one employee saic
to her, “I thought | was going tc
workinaquietlittle office.”

Rumpel said she told the em-
ployee, “ Youknow intheinterview
when | asked if you had any ques-
tions?That wasyour chancetoask.”
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Mention this ad
and save 20%
on glasses and
10% on
contact lenses.

Drs. Driver and White are
now offering their back to
school special for students of
All ages!!

This sale is good on

materials purchased only
in July and August.

Call today to schedule your appointment: 785-899-3654

For all
your Eye care
needs:

TAURUS

EXPLORER

EXPEDITION

4000+%1000="5000

CASH BACK

=3

F-150 Regular Cab

*3000

CASH BACK

+*1000

CLEARANCE CASH

-54000

TOTAL CASH BACK

When financed through Ford Credit.

DAN BRENNER
FORD-MERCURY, INC. ; 5cAl FORD

800-636-8770 (Toll Free)
785-899-2316 (Business)

785-899-2317 (Fax)

Residency restrictions apply. For cash back or APR take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 8/2/04. See dealer for details.

CLEARANCE CASH

TOTAL CASH BACK

When financed through Ford Credit.

FREESTAR

*5000

CASH BACK

+*1000

CLEARANCE CASH

-*6000

TOTAL CASH BACK

When financed through Ford Credit.
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