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Passion, ded

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland-Star News

Werestling is his passion, and
Blayze Bahe, has dedicated much
of his 18 yearsto the sport.

TheMay GoodlandHigh School
graduate wrestled hisway to alet-
terinthesportall four yearsof high
school.

First, hesaid, hehadtowinaspot
onthevarsity team.

“Tomakevarsity, you havetobe
the best in your weight group,” he
said.

Thenhehadtowin at least seven
varsity matches, aspotinthetopsix
of a16 team tournament, or aplace
inthetopthreeat aneightteamtour-
nament.

L etter winnersmust helpwith at
least three practices for Kansas
Kids Wrestling, a program which
aims to get children involved in
wrestling. Once a member of the
group, Bahesaid, hevolunteeredto
teach kidswrestling techniques.

“l went to a couple of tourna-
ments and coached a couple of
kids,” hesaid. “It kind of helpsin-
spirethem.”

Bahe said hewasinspired to be-
comeawrestler at ayoung age and
has been practicing the sport ever
since.

“lwrestledsincel was4,” hesaid.

Withtheexception of hismother,
Kathy, wrestling runs in Bahe's
family. Hisfather, Randal , wrestled
in high school and at Colby Com-
munity College and is now the
wrestling coach at Goodland High.
Hesaid hisfather hasbeenhiscoach
sincehewasin KansasKids.

“It'snice, | enjoyit,” hesaid.“I'll
look back, downtheroad from now,
and really cherish those memo-
ries...”

His brother, Bryce, 20 began
wrestling at age 6 and currently
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tion pays off for wrestler

Blayze Bahe (top) defeated Dustin Sullivan of Garden City by a technical fall 16-0 in the quarter-
finals of the 119-pound competition at the Southwest Wrestling Classic in Imperial, Neb., last Janu-

ary. Bahe finished his senior season as the Class 4A state champion with a 35-1 record.

Dennis Saint

wrestles for Minnesota State Uni-
versity in Mankato. His younger
brother, Brett, 15, startedwrestling
early, too, and currently competes
in high school.

Although wrestling is a winter
sportinschool, Bahesaid hewrest-
lesyear round.

Outsideof schoal, hesaid, hejust
showsuptotournaments, weighsin
and wrestles. He attended the Jun-
ior National competition in Fargo,
N.D., where he wrestled on the
Kansasteam. He said out of the 30
statesthat take teamsto participate
intheduals, Kansastook eighthin
both stylesof wrestling. Hebrought
home aplague for winning fifthin
thenationin hisweight.

“That was quite an accomplish-
ment,” said Randal.

Last summer Bahe won All-
American in Greco-Roman wres-
tlingat thenational tournament and
took outstandingwrestler awardsat
several tournaments.

Hesaidhewrestlesfolk styledur-
ingtheschool year and hedoesfree
style and Greco-Roman at tourna-
ments.

Thisfall, hewill continue wres-
tlingonascholarshipat theUniver-
sity of Northern Coloradoin Gree-
ley, Colo. He said theteam ismov-
ing up from NCAA Division |l to
Divisionl.

“It'sareally good scholarship,”
hesaid.“I really liketheir coachand

Goodland falls to St. Francis 11-7

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Goodland’s K-18 baseball team
lost to St. Francis for the second
timethisseason M onday night, fall-
ing 11-7 at Memorial Fieldin Cen-
tennial Park.

Goodland, now 2-5 for the sea-
son, lost in St. Francis last month
13-3.

Two Goodland errors led to un-
earned runsas St. Francistook a2-
0 lead in thetop of thefirst inning.
Goodland cut thedeficientinhafin
the bottom of the frame when An-
drew Pettibonewasdrivenhomeon
asingleby T.J. Hawkins.

St. Francisadded threemoreruns
inthetop of the second to go up 5-
1. In the bottom of the inning,
Pettibone scored Goodland's sec-
ond run when Cameron Morris hit
asingletoright field. Pettibonegot
onbasewithadoubletocenter field,
then got tothird on awild pitch set-
ting up the score.

Goodland outscored St. Francis
2-1 inthethird to narrow thevisit-
ing team’slead to 6-4. Inthetop of
thefourth, St. Francisagain picked
up apair of runs due to errors to
make the score 8-4. A passed ball
ledtoarunfor thehometeaminthe
bottom of thefourth.

Neither team scored in the fifth
inning. Leading 8-5 going into the
top of the sixth, St. Francis scored
threemorerunstoincreaseitslead
to six, then held Goodland to a
“three-and-out” to end theinning.
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Andrew Pettibone pitched all seven innings Monday night against
St. Francis at Centennial Park. He struck out six batters, however
errors by Goodland led to several unearned runs for St. Francis,
which won 11-7. Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Goodland’'s Ben Davis and
Preston Dautel both scored in the
bottom of the seventh to make the
final 11-7.

The team was supposed to play

Oakley Thursday afternoonat Cen-
tennial Park. Thenextactionwill be
6:30 (Central Time) Monday
against Colby at the ball complex
near the northeast corner of Colby.
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their program.”

Bahe plansto red shirt, or com-
peteontheteam, but not participate
inany tournaments, during hisfirst
year in college to gain some expe-
rience without using a year of eli-
gibility.

“I'll be there for five years at
least,” hesaid. “ Hopefully, themore
experiencel getthebetter I'll get.”

Hesaid heisundecided onacol-
legemajor, but hewill receivescho-
lastic support through an athletic
director andtutors. Hea sowill live
inadorm on campus.

As afreshman in high school,
Bahe started out wrestling at 103
pounds, then moved to 112 as a
sophomoreand finally 119 pounds

Blazye Bahe will be one of
seven new facesonthewrestling
roster fortheUniversity of North-
ernColorado next season, andthe
only one of the seven not from
Colorado.

Northern Colorado went 3-10
in dual meets last season in a
schedule split between NCAA
Division| andDivision|| teams.
The 2004-2005 school year will
be the second of its four-year

Bears add seven to roster

transitionfromDivision|l toDi-
vision|.

TheBearsarecoached by Jack
Maughan, who is entering his
18th season. Maughan, himself a
two-time collegiate all-Ameri-
can, won his100th dual meet | ast
season.

During his tenure at Northern
Colorado, Maughan has coached
three national champions, five
runners-upand46all-Americans.

for hisjunior and senior years. To-
day, he wrestles in the 125 pound
category, aweight he hasto main-
tain for college. Wrestlers are ex-
pected to weigh in once aweek or
at atournament. Aslongasyou stay
under the weight for your group,
Bahe said, you can wrestle. If you
go over thenumber, you haveto sit
the match out.

Although hewrestled in alower
category in high school, he said he
isn’'tworried about maintaining 125
pounds. He said the coachestry to
get wrestlers bigger than their
weight classsothey canslimdown
before tournaments, but keep their
strength.

“Right now I'm big enough...,”
Bahe said. “I’'m not really looking
to get bigger, just stronger.”

Tomakeweight for tournaments,
wrestlers sometimes go to drastic
lengths. He said at some meets, he
hastoweighintwicewithanallow-
ance of only two pounds from
morningto night. Sometimeshehas
to refrain from eating what his
friends eat to ensure that he stays
under weight.

Tokeepintopphysical condition,
heworksout withweightsand prac-
ticeswrestlingtwotothreetimese
week at the Max Jones Fieldhouse
with his brothers and classmates.
Bahehasaweight lifting roomand
wrestling matsat home, too.

Beforeatournament, hesaid, he
steps up hisworkout program anc
headdsa?2 1/2-milerun.

“Tobeawrestler, | think youhave
tobemorededicated thanany other
sport,” hesaid.

When heisn'twrestling, hesaid,
he is normally out working on his
family’s farm. He said they raise
wheat, corn, pinto beans, milo, sun-
flowersand soybeans.

For fun, helikesto hunt pheasants
and doves and to fish at Webster
Dam or Cedar Bluff Dam.

After college, Bahe said NCAA
Division | wrestling is one step
closer to Olympic wrestling. Nc
matter how far wrestlingtakeshim,
though, he plans to always be in-
volved in teaching the sport.

“1 don't know,” he said. “We'll
seewhereit goes. Hopefully some-
day, I'll beacoach.”

Men’s Softball Tournament starts Tuesday, the second round will be on Tuesday, July 27,
and championship game Thursday, July 29.

Coed Softball Tournament starts Wednesday, the second round will be on Wednesday,
July 28, and the chanmpionship game Thursday, July 29.
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tonight!
Call

899-2338
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Garfield

PG: Brief mild language.

Bring this AD to the
theatre for $1 OFF on a

www.goodlandnet.com/movies

Friday and Saturday
7:00 and 9:00
Sunday 1:30 and 7:00
Mon. - Thurs. 7:00
Movie Bucks Make Great Gifts!

(g Sherman 4

1203 Main — Phone 899-6103

drinks
EXP. 12/31/04

large popcorn & 2 med.

Street and Tractor

Stock Class Pullers

NWKD Free Fair
Saturday, August 7, 6 p.m. (before tractor pull)
Sherman County Fairgrounds
Entry Fee: $15 hook fee plus pit pass amount

For information and

rules call Steve Duell

785-899-5888
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Northwest Kansas District Free Fair

Howdy Rowdy Rodeo

Tuesday, August 3t"at 7 p.m.
Sherman County Fairgrounds
Sign up deadline postmarked July 30
For Information contact
¥  John Dautel 785-890-7426 evenings or
i~ Greg Sederstrom 785-899-3594 evenings

—

July 31
6:30 p.m. ot

Fairgrounds Track
in Benkelman, Neb.

Guaranteed!
The more entries,

the more the pay out!

Powder Puff

full-size or compact

Must have 7 enTries 1o make an Event

Information contact:
Jim Lutz » 308-423-5372

Marc Brown « 423-2824

Demolition Derby
"« 2004 Dundy Cou

NO WELD ONLY

NTY Fair

Full Size Cars

1st Place - $1 500

2nd Place - $1000
3rd Place - $ 500
4th Place - $ 250
Flag Prize-$ 25

Most Aggressive
Main Event Driver - $200

Compact Cars

1st Place - $400

2nd Place - $200
3rd Place - $100
Flag Prize - $ 25

Top 2 places
in each heat
awarded
$50.

CAR INSPECTIONS BEGIN

AT 3:30 P.M. MDT
No inspection, no participation.

Classifieds work! Call 899-2338
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Residential Real Estate - Farm and Ranch
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Ranch Style Home with 3 bedrooms, 1 and 3/4 bath, large kitchen/dining
room. Family room and living room. Central heat and air. Privacy fence,
underground sprinklers, double car garage, situated on a corner lot. Call
Joyce for your viewing today.

See our other finelistings:

1315 Texas (New Listing) 1003 College (Motivated Seller) 1108 Kansas (New Listing)
209 Grand 850 Centennial Dr. 901 Cherry (New Listing)

623 E. 10th (Sold) 121 W. 11th 1532 Grand (Exclusive)
1023 W. 11th (New Listing) 1317 Walnut 1528 Colorado

904 W 16th 1509 Cherry 516 E. 5th

209 Grand 1311 Clark Commercial 921 Main
1303 Arcade (U/C) 802 E. 5th 910 Main (New Listing)
301 Willow 312 Washington Lots Westmoor Acres
1506 Broadway 407 W. 12th 1013 W. 11th (New Listing)
222 W. 9th 324 W. 12th (U/C) Toelkes and Clark

605 E. 5th 1525 Center (U/C) 1609 Caldwell

1019 Caldwell 301 Center Toelkes and Broadway
210E. 6th 121 W. 12th 524 W. 14th

1506 Center 411 Washington 103 Cherry

719 Sherman (Price reduced) 2810 Commerce - Lot 22 Kanorado

835 Grandview 5450 Cty Rd 9 111 Center (New Listing)
416 W. 9th 2810 Commerce - Lot 20 312 Main (Price Reduced)
516 E 5th 1228 Colorado Winona 400 Hawley

Call Joyceto look at any of these fine houses.
115 E. 9th « Goodland, Kansas
jbboe@wwwebservice.net
www.joneslandco.com ¢ (785) 899-0500
Robert Jones/owner/broker « (785) 899-6135
Joyce Boehme/associate broker « (785) 899-3548
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