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from our viewpoint...

Chamber on mend,
good news for town

The Goodland Chamber of Commerce is on the mend,
whichisgood newsfor thetown.

Every town needsa Chamber. Every town hasone.

The Chamber isthe where people go to find out about a
town — newcomers, visitors, travelers, people who want
tobuild aplant or start abusiness.

There may be other agencies to help some of them, but
almost all of themwill maketheir first call to the Chamber.

And after more than two years of valiant struggle,
Goodland’s Chamber isdoing all that and more.

Thereweretoughtimes. TheChamber went throughpresi-
dentsand board memberslike crazy for awhileasthevol-
unteerstired of constant turmoil.

TheChamber |ost itslongtimemanager, anditscontracts
to manage economic devel opment and tourist promotion.
Interim managers came and went. Bills piled up. At one
point, the Chamber could hardly afford to keep its doors
open.

Wementionthesedaysfor onereasononly: Toughasthey
were, someone aways stepped up to see that the mail got
opened, questionsanswered, office opened. Chamber vol-
unteers, way too numerousto namehere, saw that thingsgot
done. Burnout washigh.

A new board last year took thingsin hand. Volunteersgot
membership notices out. Money began to comein. A new
manager, Courtney Warden, was hired. Thingsgot better.

Today, the Chamber isaleaner and morefocused organi-
zation. Thebad daysappear to bebehind it, and with mem-
bershipback over 100, peopleseemto beacceptingthegroup
asitistoday.

That’sgood. We need the Chamber, asevery town needs
itsChamber. With the Freedom Fest just doneand the Fl at-
lander Fall Festival coming up, the group isin the heart of
itsyear.

There are some scars, but if anyoneis still nursing a
grudge, thiswould beagoodtimeto get over it. The Cham-
ber today isanew andvital organization, out thereworking
for Goodland.

We need to work together. There are not enough of usto
fight.

The Chamber’swork isvital. It deserves the support of
each of us. —Steve Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel comes | etters
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We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
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| think going to the gym Is a waste of time

I’ vegot to admit, I’ m not big on exercise.

| think going to the gym is awaste of time
and money. If a person needs exercise, they
should just walk to the gym and back. They’d
have gotten plenty of exercise and saved the
cost of membership.

My daughtershavenot boughtintothisidea.

They say they will never walk tothegymand
it's only because they pay their membership
duesthat they go at all and exercise. They're
both pretty cheap, and they hate to waste the
money oncethey’ vepaid.

Actualy, | understand that concept. | useit
myself. | buy ticketsinadvancetothingsl want
toseeor dosothat when | get busy, | know I'l]
take the time to go to whatever it is. I'm too
cheapto let the prepaid ticketsgo to waste.

But, back to exercise.

| hateto exercise.

| don’t like soremuscles.

| don't liketo be sweaty and smelly.

| don’t liketo behot and tired.

However, | exercisemost days— sometimes|
gokickingand screaming— because Stevedoes.

Westarted wal king afew minutesaday about
20yearsago. Gradually, Steveincreased these
walksfrom 10to 15 minutestwotimesaweek,
then three times aweek. Soon it was 20 min-
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utesuphill threetimesaweek, then 30 minutes.

Schedules change, workloads change and
our bodieschange.

Steve'sdoctor said that he should start ex-
ercising every day.

So did we go back to 15 minutes and do it
every day?

Oh no. Now hethinks we should go for 30
minutesfour or five daysaweek and an hour
onweekends.

Inthespringandfall, wego out inthecoun-
try and enjoy the beauties of nature.

In the winter, we walk around town a lot
because we don’t want to get caught out on
country roadsinastorm.

In the summer, wewalk around town if we
aregoing out after dark andinthecountry if it
isstill daylight.

If it lookslike astorm is coming, wetry to
stay close to home so that we won't be too
drenched if it catchesus.

Theother day, wewerewalking along after
dark whenthewind cameup. Now, it had been
ahot, humidwalk and anicebreezewould have
been welcome.

This, however, was not a nice breeze. This
wasthegusty front of athunderstorm, and we
werewalking onagravel road.

Itwaslikewewerebeing sandpapered with-
out thepaper. Now | know how awindow feels
when someonethrowssmall rocksat it.

To add to my worries, there were trees on
both sidesof theroad and the gustswere mak-
ing them bend and sway. Rustling leaves can
bevery loud in the middle of the night on the
edge of astorm.

Just as | was worrying about falling
branches, abig one swept past me. It wason
the ground moving, but my mind was ableto
comeupwithtreesfallingonusandlimbscom-
ing down to bash our heads.

Wegot back homeabit faster than usual be-
causeof thestorm. Our speedwasonepartfear,
onepart cautionandonepart windat our backs.

Despite the scary night walk and a day’s
work of mowing and weeding, Steveisready
for another walk.

| think I’ [l buy him aticket to the nearest

gym

Steak surprise makes for cool fossil hunt

| know | amshowing my agesayinganything
is“cool,” but sincel hit 55 on Saturday, it fits.

Sunday, my wife and afriend from Holly
really surprised meby driving outtowherewe
werefossil hunting and cooking us steaks.

It was awonderful surprise, and with the
temperaturehoveringaround 100, it wasgreat
that they brought along alarge supply of cold
water.

Twofossil-hunting friendshad ahandin set-
ting up the surprise, and both kept from drop-
ping any hintsto giveit away.

RellaSteelefromHolly hasbeenafriendfor
about 30 years, andit washer ideato drive her
motor homeout to thefield to fix dinner.

My wifeAvaand | hadtal ked about meeting
in Tribune on Saturday for dinner, but we de-
cided that since | had two interviewsthat day
and was going out fossil hunting on Sunday,
wewouldwait until thenext weekend and cel -
ebrate my birthday and our 33rd wedding an-
niversary together.

Rellaand Avacooked up the surprise Satur-
day afternoon with the help of Larry Harper,
who introduced me to fossil hunting in the
Kansas ocean in the Smoky Hill River valley
near Russell Springs, and Sheriff Doug Whit-
son, who | went fossil hunting with Sunday.

Earlier Sunday morning, after arrivingat our
huntingsite— actually ismoreof afishingsite,
as we are looking for fossil fishes about 63
million years old — we tried a canyon that |
had not been in before. Whitson said he had
walked it about three yearsago.

Saturday afternoon, | had gone out to
Harper'sto drink afew tall ones and scratch
onafossil fishtail wehad found onaprevious
hunt. | told Karrt that | seemed to be stuck on
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findingfishtailsandthat | had notfoundalarge
jaw bonein the five years we had been hunt-
ing. | hadfoundseveral fishtails, vertebraeand
even ahandful of shark teeth.

That all changed Sunday morning as we
were walking part of the first canyon and |
spied a piece of bone on the side of aslope. |
turnedtolook at it and my feet slipped off the
slope, and | found myself on my kneeslook-
ing at aprotruding set of teeth.

| waslookingat my firstjaw bone, anditwas
aM osasaur, whichwas one of thelargest car-
nivorous fish in the inland seathose millions
of yearsago. That wasmy major find of theday.

where to write

Afterwehadwalkedthat areafor about three
hours, Whitson said we should change to an-
other canyon and he led us over to where my
wifeand friend found usabout an hour | ater.

| was walking a canyon to the west and
thought | heard a horn honk and people yell-
ing, but | thought the wind must be playing
tricks.Asl cameupfromthebottom of thecan-
yon| could seethetop of amotor homeandthe
roof-mountedair conditioner. Comingupafew
morefeet, | spotted my wifeand realized what
was happening.

We had agreat steak dinner and enjoyed the
shade of the awning on Rella’ smotor home.

Sheand Avatold me not to expect thistreat-
ment for my birthday every year, but they sure
seemed to enjoy surprising meon my 55th.

It was a day which will go down in my
memory asthefirsttimel havefound aMosa-
saur jaw bone and then been served a grilled
steak with cherry piefor dessert.
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