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Former sheriff recalls Patton murder case

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Former Sherman County Sheriff
Jack Armstrong remembers the
murder of Wallace Patton in 1970
andthe10-year investiga-
tion before hewasableto
arrest William Frank
Schlicher in 1980.

Armstrong was sur-
prised to hear the Kansas
Parole Board has granted
Schlicher paroleafter over
23 years. He is not sur-
prised that Schlicher has
not comeupwithaparole
plan, though, and thinks
hemight like prison better than go-
ing back to the outsideworld.

Armstrong said an accomplice,
Marvin Dale Seigrist, confessed to
a Kansas Bureau of Investigation
agent 10 years after thekilling. He
told officersheknewwhohadkilled
Patton, and the sheriff recalled go-
ing to a session with Seigrist and
KBI agentsin Wichitain 1980

“Without puttingany wordsinhis
mouth,” Armstrong recalled, “he
(Seigrist) told us details about the
crime that no one else could have
known and put all the pieces to-
gether for us.

“1 canrememberitlikeitwasyes-
terday. | always will remember it
because it was a tough investiga-
tion.”

He said Seigrist had the details,
likethepop cansfoundnear anirri-
gation engine, to convincethejury
hewastelling thetruth.

“1 found the pop cansnear anir-
rigation engine about aweek after
the murder,” Armstrong said, “and
during the interview in Wichita,
Seigrist said they had thrown the
pop cansout at that location.”

Theex-sheriff said heheld onto
thecansfor several years, but even-
tually threw them away.

“Itwasinmy report,” Armstrong
said, “ andthefarmer testified about
thecansat thetrial.”

Armstrong said the arrest was
handled by L ouisiana State Police
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PLEA, from Page 1

Bevington choseto plead guilty,
saying simple “yes’ or “no” ques-
tionsposedto himfrom JudgeBurr.

“The understanding that you
need to haveisthat if you enter a
plea of guilty, you agree with the

Schlicher

at Pointeal a Hache, southeast of
New Orleanswhere Schlicher was
workingonanoil rig.

“Hewasin custody when | went
to pick him up,” Armstrong said,
“after he refused extradi-
tion twice before he was
transferredto our custody.

“He claimed he had
never beeninKansas, and
the judge asked me to
point himoutinthecourt-
room. When| pointedhim
out, thejudgesaidto’ take
him away.’

“I took him from the
courtroom and immedi-
ately to the airport and flew out of
there.”

Armstrong said hehad suspected
Schlicher wasthe main maninthe
murder of Patton nearly from the
first.

“1 had interviewed him several
times over athree- year period,”
Armstrongsaid, “ and had suspected
him about aweek into the investi-
gation.”

Going back to the murder scene,
Armstrong recallshow the murder
wasdone.

“Schlicher wasthefirst one that
shot Patton,” Armstrong said. “As
Patton waswalking away from the
car, Schlicher called his name and
when Patton turned around,
Schlicher shot himtwice.

“Schlicher said ‘| am not going
down alone, at which time
Kauffman took the gun and shot
Patton twicein the neck, with both
of thebulletsgoing into the brain..

Armstrong said any one of the
four bullets would have killed
Patton.

“1 knew that Schlicher, Kauffman
and Seigrist wereall good buddies
and chummed together ,” Arm-
strongsaid. “| arrested Schlicherin
1973 0n 32 countsof burglary It all
stemmed from stealing 10 gallons
of gasintwofive-gallon cans.

“As| came through the door, he
pointedaguninmy faceand cocked
itback. Hehelditlikethat for about
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point by Schlicher, Charles
Kauffman and Marvin Dale
Seigrist. They loaded Patton into
Schlicher’s car and drove around
with himfor most of the night be-
foretaking him out to afield and
shooting him four times.

Seigrist turned himself in 1980
because he was afraid Schlicher
would kill him.

He received immunity for his
testimony and Schlicher and
Kauffmanwerechargedwithfirst-
degree murder.

Doctorsdecided, however, that
Kauffmanwasnot saneenoughto
standtrial.

Schlicher wasfound guilty by a
jury and sentencedtolifeinprison.
In1980,“life” inKansasmeant 15
years before a murderer was eli-
gible for parole. He was sent to
prison on Dec. 18. 1980.

He has been before the parole
board six timeintheeight years,
but the board denied his petitions
until thisyear.

At the time of his conviction,
Schlicher allegedly told thosein
the courtroom that if he was ever
released, hewould comeback and
kill the people who put him in
prison.

Goodlandlawyer Perry Warren,
who prosecuted the case, said he
does not remember Schlicher
making athreat, but saidit wasan
interesting trial.

Warren said he was surprised
that Schlicher has been granted
parole. Hesaid heexpected himto
dieinprison.

Noting that Schlicher has not
submitted a parole plan in the 45
dayssincehewastold hecouldbe
released, Warrensaidit’spossible
thekiller does not believe he can
handlelifeoutsideout of theprison
environment.

L ooking back at the case, War-
ren recalled that Alvin Dewey, a
KBI agent from Garden City, was
oneof theinvestigators.

Dewey toldhimthiswasamore
interesting case than the Clutter
murder case, whichhehadworked
onand which Truman Capoteim-
mortalized in his book “In Cold
Blood.”

“When | got it, the case was
cold,” Warren said. “1 got it when
| becamecounty attorney in1974.

“I didn't know much about it
when | became county attorney,
but Sheriff Jack Armstrong,
Dewey and Jock Murray, KBI
agent from Col by, cameto seeme.
They asked meif we had enough
evidenceto arrest Schlicher.

“| said we only get one crack at
thisonce heisarrested, and | did
not think wehad enough evidence
at that time, so wewaited.

“1 was surprised when Seigrist
stepped forward down in Hutchi-
son and gave us enough evidence
to charge Schlicher.

“Itwaslikefatelent ahand, be-

Killer to be paroled after 23 years in prison

cause Seigrist said that at thetime
of themurder, Schlicher turnedthe
gun on him and said ‘| know one
day you will give me up, and |
should shoot you now, butif I did,
they would know | did it. Some-
day, | am going to come looking
foryou.’

“1n 1980, Seigrist waslivingin
Wichitaand hismother wasliving
ontheother sideof thecity. Aman
cameto her door and said he was
looking for Marvin Dale.

“His mother said she didn’t
know where he was and then
called her son to let him know.
Based onher description, Seigrist
thought it was Schlicher out look-
ingfor himandhewent to Hutchi-
son to tell KBI agent Tom Lyons
that he knew who had killed
Patton.

“It turned out that the man who
had come to the door was an off-
duty policemanwhowastryingto
serve Seigrist with aticket onone
of theDoberman pincershehadin
hisyard.

“It was fascinating, and | re-
member havingtogodownto Ba-
ton Rouge to attend a governor’s
extradition hearing. | know that
Sheriff Jack Armstrongwent down
toarrest Schlicher onanoil rig.”

Warren said that while prepar-
ing for trial, he and Jerry Fair-
banks, who was helping with the
case, took Seigrist for aridetore-
trace the places they had taken
Patton before hewaskilled.

Hesaid Seigristtold themabout
several places they stopped and
that one of them was near aniirri-
gation engine afew miles from
wherethe body wasfound.

“We asked Seigrist if anything
happened whilethey were parked
near theirrigationengine,” Warren
said. “Hesaid he had finished two
bottles of soda pop — onewas a
Pepsi and the other a Neshitt Or-
ange— and had thrownthebottles
out.

“We found out who owned the
irrigationengineandcalledhimto
ask if he remembered anything
about it.

“Thiswas10yearslater, but the
man said he remembered it be-
causehehad wantedtogodownto
the engine to do somework onit,
but that it had rained and he had to
letit dry out for afew days.

“1 asked him if he remembered
anything strange when he got
downthere.

“He told me he did not see any
car tracks, but that he had found
two pop bottles.

“| asked him if he remembered
what kind of pop bottles, and he
said onewas aPepsi and the other
aNesbitt Orange.

“That was the kind of evidence
that hel ped with the credibility of
Seigrist’sstory.”

Seigristwasrel easedfor testify-
ing against Schlicher, and Warren
said he heard hemoved to the Tri-
bunearea.

fiveminutesuntil | talked himinto
droppingit.

“Hewenttoprisonfor twoyears,
and when he go out, he came back
to Goodland and cameto my house
andpointedagunat meagain. | had
somesternwordsfor him, and told
him| didn’twantto seehimaround.

Thatwasthelasttimel hadseenhim
until | arrested himin 1980.”

Armstrong said he had atip that
Schlicher was coming back to get
himin 1975.

“Agent Lyonshadcalledtosay he
hadinformationfromaninformant
that Schlicher was on his way to

Goodlandtokill the sheriff,” Arm-
strong said.

Schlicher was married to a
womaninLouisiana, Linda, andshe
hadtwo childrenby apreviousmar-
riage. It was reported she was a
L ouisianastate senator’ sdaughter,
and she attended thetrial in Good-

land. Jury membersand Warrenre-
member that shesat inthefront row
behind Schlicher and acrosstheisle
from the Patton family members.

Armstrong said he had heard ru-
mors that she had divorced
Schlicher, but does not know that
for sure.

man enters guilty plea to murder, kidnapping

stateastowhat youhavedone,” said
JudgeBurr.
“Yessir,” said Bevington.
“Doyouwishto plead guilty be-
causeyou areguilty?’ asked Judge
Burr.
“Yessir,” said Bevington.
JudgeBurr asked Bevingtonif he

understood therightsto atrial and
adefensehewasgivingup by plead-
ing guilty and whether he had vol-
untarily entered into the guilty
plea. Bevingtonwill nolonger have
therighttoajury trial, totestify for
himself, to have the state meet the
burden of proof and theright to ap-

License renewal noticestochange

The next reminder you get to re-
new your vehicle registration will
have an updated [ook.

The state Department of
Revenue's Division of Vehiclesis
switching from apre-printed form
that would only fit threevehiclesto
aregular-sizepagethat will accom-
modateuptofivevehiclesper page.
The new notice will be mailed in
business-sized envel opes.

Thenew noticesareprinted with
software that groups vehicle own-

erswiththeir nameand address. For
example, a vehicle registered to
someone named Robert Smithwill
be matched to one labeled Bob
Smith with the same address. In-
stead of printing and sending two
notices, the division can now print
justoneand placemorevehiclesper
page.

The grouping of similar names
also reduces the amount of paper
and postage used for registration
reminders.

The new notices will be printed
in state, whilethe old onesused an
outsidevendor.

L ast namesthat beginwithanM,
N or O could seethenew noticesas
soon as July 15 to remind drivers
who have expirationson Aug. 31.

“We are pleased to take advan-
tage of new technology that im-
proves the product while making
government work more efficient,”
Secretary of Revenue Joan\Wagnon
said.

Goodland native elected to convention

Christopher Hansen, son of

4

Wallace and Patricia
Hansen of Goodland, has
been elected as one of 11
delegates abroad to the
DemocraticNationa Con-
vention July 29-Aug. 2in
Boston.

Hansen is working to-
ward a doctorate in eco-
nomic geography and en-
ergy studiesat Oxford Uni-
versity in England, con-
centrating on electricity.

He graduated from Goodland
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Hansen

High School in 1993, from Kan-
sas State University in
"1 1998 with a degreein
nuclear engineering,
andfromtheMassachu-
setts Institute of Tech-
nology inCambridgein
2002withamaster’sde-
gree in technology
policy.

Hisfather said Chris
has been interested in
politics since high
school, was student body presi-
dent at Kansas State and has

workedfor the Department of Com-
merceinWashington. He has stud-
iedin Johannesburg, South Africa,
and hastraveledto India.

“A good thing about his being
abroad,” Wallacesaid, “isit’sgiven
meachanceto expand my travels.”

Chrisand hiswifeUlccaplanned
to be in Goodland on Monday to
visitwithfamily. Ulccaisstudying
for adoctorate in education at Ox-
ford. After graduating, theHansens
plan to return to the United States.
Ulccais planning to go to law
school.

peal any matters from atrial, the
judgesaid.

Bevington answered he had no
complaints with his attorney,
Calvin Williams of Colby, County
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i AlErgist ........vvvvevveerrieneins Jeffrey Rumbyrt, M.D. .....ooooorvvienieeeerae August 12 i
i Audiologist ..........o..covvvverrrinnnns Sherri M. Beck, MAA., CCC-A ...covvvvvvre. August 13 & 27 i
i Cardiologist ..........coovvvrerrvrrrrennn. Barry Smith, M.D. ...ooovviie, August 11 & 25 i
i Cardiologist ...........coocvververrernnnee. Vijay Sabbarao, M.D. .......ccccvvvvveemnvrrinenriinnriisneens August 12 i
i Dermatologist ...........c...ccovvvvvnn Charles Ruggles, M.D. ........ccc.covvvvemrrrerrienrienne. August 5 & 19 i
i Ears, Nose, Throat ...................... Alfred N. Cart, MLD. ..o, August 13,19 & 27 i
[l Endocrinologist ...........ccccc.ceunne.. Gerald Poticha, M.D. w....covvvverrriecierinnns August12 & 13 I
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i Obstertrics/Gynecology ............... David Forschner, M.D. .......c.c.coovvvveviiinrirenrins September 15 i
] Oncology/Hematology ................ Martin Rubinowitz, M.D. ..o, August 3 & 31 i
i Opthalmologist ....................... Kent Bashford, M.D. ........ccoovvoervereiesiesiess August 13 i
i Opthalmologist ....................... Brian Joondeph, M.D. ......ccc.coovvvemrveirierreses August 20 -
i Opthalmologist .............cccoevvvenne. David Pfoff, MD. ..o, August2,9 & 16 -
B Orthopedist ............ooevvvererreernnne. Theodore . Clarke, M.D. .....ocovvvverrrriri, August 2 & 30 -
B Orthopedist ...........ccooovrerrverrnnnn. Tim Birney, M.D. ..o August 9 -
B Orthopedist ............ccoovvrerrrvenrnenn. Armond Hatzidakis, M.D. .........ccoooooervviemrrierrrierrrinane, August 9 i
0 Orthopedist ............coovvvvevrrrriennn. James Holmes, M.D. .......ccovovvvrevmivrriinniiirnciinsnnens August 16 B
| Orthopedist ............ooevvveerreernnne. Edward Parks, M.D. ........coovrvvronrrrirrienciei, August 23 B
[ Pediatrician ..............ccooooverrvnnene. Raymond Ketting, M.D. ........cccoovrmrrvierrinrresri, August 24 B
[ Pediatric Cardiologist ................. Warren Toews, M.D. ........ccoooovrviomrrenriienieseesiine, August 4 i
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[ | Rheumatologist .............c.......... Karl Chambers, M.D. ........ccooooevvvrerieriesriesis August 19 i
[ Speech Therapy ..............cccccccc.... LISAPAXION ovvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Thursdays |
i Substance Abuse Dir .................. Fred Waters, CADCITL .......ovvooooececcveeeeeeseseen Mondays [
i UTOLOZISE Darrell D. Werth, M.D. ... August3 |
i UTOLOGISt ....vvvvven Carl T. Newman, M.D. .........ooooorooeeececcecccrreeeererees August17 |
i ULOlOZiSt .....o.vvveverrien. Kevin R. McDonald, M.D. .....cccoocoevvvrvrrirrrnnn. September 14 _
: Ur0lOgiSt .......vvoevverrrverrirrnn. Wallace \i Curry, MD. oo August 31 :
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Attorney Bonnie Selby or the
sheriff'sofficeandjail.

Based onthe preliminary hearing
and the probable causeinthestate’s
affidavit, JudgeBurr determinedthat

thepleaappearedtobebasedinface,
andit wasaccepted by thecourt. Sen-
tencing was set for 9 a.m. Wednes-
day, Sept. 15, subject to the compl e-
tion of apre-sentencing report.



