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from our viewpoint...

Murder plea halts
publicity discussion

Goodlandwon't haveamurder trial thisweek, sowe' |l be
spared theusual defensewhiningthat theaccused can’tgeta
fair trial because of “prejudicial pre-trial publicity.”

If you listento adefense attorney, any pretrial publicity is
prejudicial.

That’sespecially trueif it givesthedefendant’ sname, say,
or relationship to thedeceased — or any obviousfactsof the
case.

There probably issuch athing as“ prejudicial” publicity.
In aculture where murder israre, peopletake great interest
in this ultimate crime. In aregion where we count murders
by the decade, rather than by theyear, asinglehomicideisa
major event.

People want to know about the crime. They’ |l talk about
it, over the paper or at the coffee shop.

And, of course, they’ Il talk about whether thedefendantis
guilty. They usually are. Most murdersare no mystery.

Thedefenseof theguilty — and occasionally theinnocent
aswell — beingwhat itis, though, lawyerswill make what-
ever motionsandwhatever argumentsservetheir cause. The
pleaof “prejudicial pretrial publicity” and an accompany-
ing motion to movethetrial to another part of the state have
becomeastandard part of the defensearsenal.

If ajudgefeelsthemotionisvalid, heshouldgrantit. Mov-
ing thetrial now and then, isasmall priceto pay for afree
and open court system. In most cases, adefendant can get an
unbiased jury at home, or at worst, inthe next county over.

What wecannot affordistogiveintothetemptationtoclose
up these cases and keep the detail s secret.

Somewill arguethat peopledon’t need to know what hap-
pened. Inavery narrow sense, that might betrue. If their in-
terestisonly prurient, they cangobuy acheapdetectivenovel.
Thereissome of that inany murder case.

But in ademocracy, it's vital that the public as awhole
knowshow major casesarehhandled. They needtoknow if a
defendantisbeing treatedfairly by thesystem. They needto
know if the poor are oppressed or therich treated lightly by
thecourts.

Andthey won’t know if trialsare closed or so much of the
evidenceiskept from them that they cannot form areason-
ableopinion. That’swhy our courtstraditionally areopenand
our courthouse files can be inspected by any citizen. The
Founding Fathers had seen the abuse possible when courts
did not answer to the people.

Defenseattorneyswill continuetofilemotions. That’stheir
job.

Newspapers will continue to report on murder cases and
therest of the court system. That’sour job.

Sometimes, atrial must bemovedto giveadefendant abet-
ter shot at an unbiased jury, but that’s not often necessary.
When it happens, it’s part of the price we pay for our free-
dom, for asystem that not only offersrightsto the accused,
but actually caresabout them.

In aclosed system, those very rights would not exist. —
SeveHaynes.
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I've seen the face of God In many places

| don’t know about you, but lately I’ ve seen
God- inalot of places.

| saw Godinaman’sfaceat ahospital. Heis
terminallyill andtired. | assuredhimof God's
presence as | held his hand and prayed with
him.

One Sunday this month about 10 of our
church’smiddleschool childrenwent outona
mission. Withthehel p of fivemenwithtrucks
and chain saws, they cleaned up someone’s
yard.

They hauledaway limbs, didsometrimming
andalittlemowing. It only took about an hour
and a half. Afterwards they came back to the
church with grins on their faces and soaked
fromawater fight.

They had fun— hel ping someoneel se. They
didn’t get paid — except with asense of satis-
faction. They didn’t get refreshments except
for cold water. | saw God intheir faces.

OneSaturday eveningthemen of our church
showed God to our community. They served a
brisket dinner, just askingfor adonationtoward
our mission projects.

Hopefully all who were there heard about
and saw the dedication of our church toward
hel ping and serving others.

Christ callsusto show hospitality and gra-
ciousness whilewe help ease the suffering of
theworld. | saw Godinall thefacesthere.

Betweenthosetwoevents, our church hosted
a community-wide Vacation Bible School.
Many dedicated volunteers built props, told
Bible stories, served refreshments and loved
about 110 children Someof thechildrenwere
rebellious and only moderately cooperative.
Other just soaked in everything — literally
seeing and hearing God. God wasreflectedin
eachoneof theirfaces, andthey blessedmylife.

Our goal and prayer wasthat they should see
Godinanew way.
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The theme of Vacation Bible School was
Hero Quest. They learnedthat heroesdon’t all
wear capesand fly. Someheroesare ordinary
peoplewhodotherightthingat theright time.

Daniel wouldn't bow downtoanunfair law;
hewouldn’t worship afalse god. And hewas
strong enoughtofacelionsinalion’sden.

They learned how Esther gottobequeenand
how shesaved theHebrew peoplefrom being
killed. Shewasbraveenoughtogototheking
and ask hismercy for them.

They learned about determination. Heroes
never giveup. That story wasabout thefriends
whotook their sick friendto Jesusfor healing,
but they couldn’t get through the crowds to
where Jesuswas. So they removed part of the
roof sothey could lower their friend down on
astretcher to Jesus.

Thenthey heardthestory of thewidow who
put her coinsinto the collection plate— even
thoughthat’sall themoney shehad. Shetrusted
God.

And onthelast night, they heard about the
greatest hero of all time.

They heard about Jesus- thebest hero ever.

These young children heard about God all
week long. Some of them will never forget
those storiesand songsthey learned.

The story-tellersdressed up for their parts.
After thefirst night, onelittle girl went home
andtold her parents.

“Weheard astory fromtheBible, andthere
wasareal Biblepersonthere!”

I’m not sure what two other boys learned.

They weren’t at Bible School.

But oneof our story-tellersmet them onthe
way homefrom Bible School. Theboyswere
throwing some acorns or something into the
street.

As our teacher drove by, they threw one at
her van—whiletryingto pretend they didn't.

Butithitthevan, andthedriver stopped and
got out. Shewent to the boysand, while shak-
ing her finger, said, “ Youthrew something that
hitmy car. Don'ttry todeny it. | saw youthrow
itand | heardit hit. That isdangerousand you
shouldn’t be doing it. Now don’t do it any
more!”

The boys were wide-eyed and speechless.
They didn’t say aword. Only after theteacher
got back into her van did she realize that she
was still wearing her Queen Esther costume
and crown!

Another incident wasfrom alittle attentive
girlinoneof theyounger classes. Shelistened
very carefully to the story of the woman who
gaveall themoney she had to thetemple. The
womanwasdressedall inbrown, heavily made
uptolooklikeanoldwoman. Shecameinhob-
bling and heavily leaning on acane. Then she
begantelling her story.

When shewasa most finished, thelittlegirl
could stand it no longer. She burst out with
“Areyoureal?’

| think that’sagood questionfor all of us.Are
yourea ?Areyou al for which your God cre-
ated you?Areyou looking for God in the sto-
ries you hear and the faces you see? Are you
reflecting God’ sgoodnessto everyonearound
you?

I’veseen God alot lately.

Maybel havebeenlooking harder. |’ vealso
learned the wisdom of “Out of the mouths of
babes.”

We must stand up to protect marriage

TotheEditor:

You' veprobably heardinthepast fewweeks |

the charge that the Federal Marriage Amend-
ment, whichwoulddefinemarriageintheU.S.

Contitution astheunion of onemanandone |===- -

woman, would write discrimination into our
country’sfounding document.

Don't believeit for asecond.

Thetruthis, the Constitutionisgoing to be
altered oneway or the other.

Either that changewill comefromunel ected,
unaccountabl ejudgesintent oncreatingaright
of homosexual couplestomarry whentheCon-
stitution grants no such right, or it will come
fromtheA merican peoplethroughthisamend-
ment to preserve marriage asit has served so-
ciety for millennia.

Amendment opponents have turned to an
emotional argumentinasking, “How doesone
couple’'sgay marriage threaten anyone’s het-
erosexua marriage?’ Thisquestionmissesthe
point:

Thegoal of gay activistsisn’ttheindividual
relationship of any two people, despite such
statements; itistherevision of national policy
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to say that gender, especially in child rearing,
isinconsequentia, eventhough researchindi-

where to write

cates children do best when raised by a mar-
ried mother and father.

This aggressive campaign to undermine
marriage asit has always been known can be
defeated-but only if weall stand up to support
the Federal Marriage Amendment.

Randy and Peggy Berls
Goodland

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail .house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
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