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Rasure saysyouth
IS his advantage

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

A Goodland man was the first
to announce for the District 40
State Senate seat seven
months ago, and he is
workinghardinthefinal
weeks before the pri-
mary electiontowin.

We caught up with
Dan Rasure, 22, a 2001
graduate of Goodland
High School, Saturday
morning while he was
ridinginafair paradein
WaK eeney, and inter-
viewed him while hedrove onto
the next paradein Grinnell.

Rasure opened acampaign of -
ficeat 1011 Mainin Goodlandin
January, and has been traveling
aroundthe40th District and meet-
ing people. Heisseeking the Re-
publican nomination for the seat.

“We have driven 32,000 miles
sofar,” hesaid. Followingthepa-
radein Grinnell, hewasheadedto
Oakley, then to Scott City, there
was a barbecue in Dighton and
then on to Ness City for thefinal
stop of theday.

The Senate district has grown
by three counties this year, and
Rasure seesthat asagood thing.

“1 likethe addition of thethree
new counties,” hesaid. “It brings
anew emphasisonoil and gasex-
ploration which we have in the
district, and the correctional sat-
ellite facility in Stockton which
they want to expand.”

Rasure served internships for
Congressman Jerry Moran and
Sen. Sam Brownback while fin-
ishing his bachelor of business
management at M cPherson Col-
lege last year. Graduating in De-
cember, Rasure decidedto come
back to Goodland and work with
his parents, Kevin and Christie
Rasure, at the family business,
Rasure’'sDo It Center.

When he announced for the
Senate seat held by the late Stan
Clark, R-Oakley, Rasuresaid he
felt it wastimefor achange after
10years.

“Wehave seen declining popu-
lationand | feltit wastimeto stop
that,” he said. “While Clark had
many positivepoints, hehad been
therefor 10yearsand| feltitwas
timefor achange.”

Rasure said he believes his
youth is more of an advantage,
andthat hisenthusiasmisavalu-
ableasset.

“1 think being young is an ad-
vantage,” he said, “because
people want to see the young
peoplegetinvol ved and know that
we need that type of enthusiasm
to help keep peoplein northwest
Kansas.

“Young people want to come
back here, and we need to find
waysto help them.”

Asked to compare himself to
his Republican opponent, Rep.
Ralph Ostmeyer of Grinnell, Ra-
sure said he thinks he knows the
education system better.

“I understand the education
system and how important itisto
the area,” he said. “If we don't
have a change we may see as
many asfivedistrictscloseinthe
next year or two. There are many
introublelike Quinter, and there
have been large cutsin Oberlin.

“Ostmeyer is part of the prob-
lem as he has been on the educa
tion committee for yearsand his
solution hasbeen ‘let it rain, and
everythingwill beall right.’

“We have seen droughts and
times of rain, but the population
continues to decline, and our
schoolsarein trouble now.

“1 think agriculture is impor-
tant, and always will be in our
area, but we need more to bring
peopletoour citiesand counties.”

Looking at the school finance
situation Rasuresaysitistimefor
the hard decisions.

Rasure

“We need to make a commit-
ment that nobody leaves Topeka
until they get something done,” he
said. “Wehavenot seen anything
in four years, and the
legislators have gone
home saying they can-
not solveit.

“The property taxes
keep going up, and |
don't feel thisisagood
way for local peopleto
have to pay to keep the
schools open.

“1 believe we need a
statewideplan, and that
we probably only have ayear or
two to convince the representa-
tives from Johnson County that
they should support a statewide
school financeplan.”

If there needs to be a tax in-
creasetosolvetheschool finance
problem Rasurewoul d supportit,
butitisnot hisfirst choice.

“I havebeenvery frustrated be-
cause my opponent has said one
week hewould approve atax in-
crease, but the next week he says
he will not,” Rasure said. “He
signed the tax pledge saying he
would not increasetaxes, but has
brokenitinhisvotingin Topeka.

“l would not signthetax pledge
becausel feel isaclosed-minded
way to approach tough decisions
an elected person faces. Theidea
that ‘we can fix it next year’ is
what hasgotten usinto trouble.”

The drought has hurt farmers,
banksand downtownbusinesses,
and Rasuresaid hebelievesitisa
good time to push economic de-
velopment.

“We need to make surewe are
not overtaxing peopleandwork to
keepasmany hereaspossible,” he
said. “ Economic development is
one of those things where you
have to spend some money to
bring the businesstothe area.

“Wecangrow someof our own,
but ... it seemstome... thestate
should takeamore activerolein
helping small business, like we
haveintourism.”

Talkingabout thecostsof agri-
cultureleadstothesubject of wa-
ter.

“We are always going to be
concerned abouttheaquifer,” Ra
suresaid.

“Wedon't know what wehave,
but wedo know what thedropsin
water level are....

“Weneedto besureweareus-
ing water efficiently. We don’t
want to seenorthwest Kansasrun
out of water. Itwould bedevastat-
ingto our wholeareaif thewells
beginstodry up.”

Rasure said heisnot surewhat
isthe best way to save the aqui-
fer, but hedoesnot like Sen. Sam
Brownback’s" buy-back” plan.

“1 am not in favor of Sen.
Brownback’ sproposal tobuy wa-
ter rightsback,” hesaid. “I know
alot of peoplewould doit, but |
think itwouldtakealot of money
out of our area.

“We have an older farming
base, and | don’t want to seethem
cash out because it is good for
them and not leave the younger
farmer an option.”

Looking at Kansas 10 years
from now, Rasure said he hasa
vision of progress and stores
opening and schools having to
expand.

“l haveavisionthat wearesee-
ing stores open and schools hav-
ing to hire teachers because the
populationisincreasing,” hesaid.
“Itisanicevision, butitisgoing
totakealot of work to get there.

“Wehaveto start today, pulling
ourselves up and helping each
other. We need to work together.

“Beingyoung, | canbringaper-
spectivetothelLegislaturethatis
not theretolet peopleknow there
isagood|lifeinnorthwest Kansas.
Part of that isdiversification and
relyingonmorethanagriculture.”

The Senate

Threein race for 40th District

Ostmeyer has conservative banner

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press
Ralph Ostmeyer of Grinnell gave
uphisseatinthestateHouseof Rep-
resentativestorunfor the40th Dis-
trict Senate seat thisfall.
Rep. Ostmeyer, 61, had
filed to retain his seat as
representative for the
118th District, but with-
drew to run for the Senate
seat that had beenfilled by
Oakley resident Stan Clark
after hisdeathtwomonths

_—

ranging from school finance and
economicdevelopmenttowater is-
suesand transportation.

On the issue of school finance,
Ostmeyer said he supports “ad-
equate funding” for kin-
dergarten through 12th
grade education for all
students in Kansas with
aslittle of the money as
possiblecomingfromthe
property tax.

“1 would hopetheKan-
saslLegislaturewouldde-

ago.

Ostmeyer and Good-
land Republican Dan Ra-
surewill face each other inthe pri-
mary electionAug. 3, thenthewin-
ner will go up against Democrat
Tim Peterson of Monument.

Havingjust completed hissecond
terminthe House, Ostmeyer said
heisgivinguphisseattorunforthe
Senatebecausehefeel saconserva-
tiveneedsto continueoninthe40th
District seat to protect theinterests
of northwest Kansas, helpreinforce
traditional family valuesandtotake
astand on issues like school fund-
ing.

By e-mail, Ostmeyer answered
questionsabout hisstanceonissues

Peterson

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press

Born and raised in Oakley, Tim

Peterson isthe only Democrat vy-
ingfor the40th SenateDistrict seat
that cameopenfollowing
the death of Sen. Stan
Clark in adust storm last
May.
With  Republicans
Ralph Ostmeyer of Grin-
nell and Dan Rasure of
Goodland battling it out,
Peterson won't know un-
til after the August pri-
mary who his challenger
will be.

Hesaidhehadn’t planned onrun-
ning for the Senate, but plans
changedwhen Clark waskilled ear-
lier thissummer.

Peterson has served asthe chair
for the First District Democrats
since 2001 and was its treasurer
from 1995-2001.

Peterson said his top priorities
will be school finance and health
care issues. When asked if he be-
lieves school in Kansas will start
thisfall, despite adistrict court or-
der in Topeka, hesaid, “ Of course.
TheKansas Supreme Court knows
theimportance of schools.”

Admittingthat theproblemswith
school financedidn’t happen over-
night, hesaid, itisn't somethingthat
will befixed overnight either.

Asfor any increasesin school fi-
nance and where the money will
come from, Peterson said he will
not support unnecessary taxes.

“There are two important ques-
tions that must be answered,”

Ostmeyer

Peterson

velop school financeleg-
islation which provides
for minimal reliance on
the property tax for support of pub-
lic elementary and secondary
schools,” he said. “ Schools will
openthisfall, and themoney isal-
ready budgeted.”
Hesaidtaxesshouldn’t berai sed.
Assoonastheeconomy takesaturn
for the better, he said, he'd like to
see some cuts restored in the state
budget. Those would include de-
mand transfers, money the state
usually gives back to cities and
countiesfor property tax reduction.
Ostmeyer saidit wasoneof thefirst
thingscut whenthestatehit budget
troublesand it needsto berestored

holds the

Peterson said. “ First, can we make
moredollarsavailablefor theclass-
room by streamlining administra-
tivecosts?and second, aretherear-
easin our state government where
we can reallocate money
to be used by schools?’
Peterson said heisn’t
convinced that the state
needsto raisetaxes.

“If taxes must be
raised,” hesaid, "l will not
support any legislation
that raises property
taxes.”

Peterson said he be-
lieves the state should
work tolower thecost of healthcare
and help expand the prescription
drug program.

“Our senior citizens should not
have to choose between medicine
andfood,” hesaid, “and thecostis
also forcing middle-class families
to gamble on their health care
needs. Thisisnot right.”

Proper health careshould bepro-
videdtoeveryone, hesaid, and that
can be done without socialized
health careplans.

A great potential for jobsinKan-
sas would be to look at economic
development based on what he
called value-added industries, he
said.

“Likewise, we have only begun
totap our tourismindustry innorth-
west Kansas,” Peterson said. “We
must work together as a northwest
Kansasregionto develop our tour-
ismindustry, andthat will takelead-
ershipthat | will try to provide.”

Closertohome, Petersonsaidhe

QaQsure

State Senate

anmnrasures _ Corm

sign up for Dan's weeHKy

newsletter by emailing him at
dan@danrasure.com

Paid for and authorized by Dan Rasure for Senate Ron Vignery, Chairman; Cliff Leach, Treasurer

Vote for Experience

Iris Scheopner
Sherman County
Treasurer

Paid for by Iris Scheopner

Notice of Street Sealing
Property owners it is anticipated that the street in front of
your property will be sealed the week of July 19th through
July 23, barring mechanical difficulties or unforeseen
weather. Please move your vehicles away from the

street and please do not water your yard that morning

so that crews can seal streets effectively. Any vehicles not
moved from the street will be towed.
Thank you for your cooperation
City of Goodland

Internettonight! 899-2338

to higher levelsto help local gov-
ernments.

On economic development, he
said, cities, counties and devel op-
ment directorsneedtogetinvolved
to“ createabusiness-friendly atmo-
sphere and have incentives to en-
couragenew businessestorelocate
towestern Kansas.”

Ostmeyer said heisin favor of
alternative energy sources.

“1 support wind farms and etha-
nol production,” hesaid. “1 helped
passtax incentivesmy firsttermfor
ethanol production.”

Ostmeyer alsosaidfarmersdon’t
need any new regulations tossed
their way.

“Thisnew 2004 economicdevel-
opment act will addresssomeof the
problems in western Kansas,” he
said. “| have always supported di-
versifiedfarmingandmostfarmis-
suesaresolvedonthefederal level.”

Water was another issue he
weighedinon.

“The state is currently working
on water issues,” Ostmeyer said.
“Weneed tomakesuregenerations
to come have access to water. We
must conserve.”

Hetouched ontransportationand
health care. Ostmeyer said hesup-

ported the 2004 transportation plan
and he said rail service needsto be
protected, which would help save
wear on roads. He doesn’t support
increasing speed limitsin the state
because he thinks people are al-
ready driving toofast.

Ostmeyer saidthestatemust finc
waysto control health carecostsor
itwill “consumethetotal statebud-
getinthefuture.”

“Socialized health careisnot the
answer,” he added.

Asfar asissuesinnorthwest Kan-
sas are concerned, Ostmeyer saic
he thinks the most pressing issues
are protection of the ground water
supply, money for local govern-
ment and trying to stem population
lossintheregion.

“When| talk about local govern-
ment, that includes cities, counties
and schools,” hesaid.

Ostmeyer and hiswifeKay have
seven children and 13 grandchil-
dren. A fourth-generation farmer,
Ostmeyer and his wife farm with
their oldest son Terry.

He is amember of Immaculate
Conception Church of Grinnell anc
enjoys spending time with his
grandchildren and working on an-
tiquecars.

Democratic line

believespeopleinthisareaarecon-
cerned with the survival of their
families.

“We want the best for our chil-
drenandour ol der parents,” hesaid,
“andwewant tokeepour townssafe
and healthy.”

Kansasisthebest placetolive, he
said, and hewantsto seeit stay that
way.

Peterson said he thinkswe must
encouragedevel opment of ethanol
alcohol plants and other agricul-
ture-related industries.

“The increase demand for grain
by ethanol plants raises the local
grainprices,” hesaid. " A few cents
per bushel increaseinthelocal price
of grain translatesinto millions of
dollarstobecirculated locally.”

There are no easy solutionsin
keeping peoplefarming, he said.

“Structural changes to agricul-
ture have turned farmersinto man-
agers,” hesaid, “and smaller prof-
its per acre have forced farming
operationsto becomelarger.”

Peterson said, the best thing the
government can do regarding the
drought is to provide needed ser-
vices as efficiently as possible to
keep taxeslow.

“1 will support effortsby Kansas
State University to develop new
crops and new varieties of old
crops,” hesaid.

The Peterson family farms land
east of Page City, in northwest L o-
gan County, grow wheat, milo, corn
and sunflowerson 2,800 acres.

With the state budget still in the
red, Peterson was asked what the
L egislature should do.

“I believethat administrativecost
for state government should bethe
same as any well run business or
charity,” he said, “and that is,
around 3 to 5 percent of the total
budget.

“1 don’t think we have reached
thisobjective, andif economicfac-
tors change, we must be preparec
for worst-case scenarios.”

Another issue Peterson believes
iscritical isthestate’ shighways. He
saidthestatemust continueitshigh-
way program, whichhesaidiscriti-
cal for economic development in
northwest Kansas.

Hesaid hewould support raising
the speed limit.

“Everyoneisdriving faster than
the speed limit anyway,” he said,
“andthisdoesn’t encouragerespect
for laws.”

Peterson and his wife Rebekah
havetwo children, ages 12 and 10.
His educational background in-
cludes a Bachelor of Arts degree
fromtheUniversity of Kansaswith
amajor in geography and quantita-
tivemethods(statistics). Twoyears
ago, he became nationally regis-
tered as an emergency medical
technician and serveswith the L o-
gan County Emergency Medical
Service.

He is the past chairman of the
Farm ServiceAgency statecommit-
teeand currently servesasthevice-
chair of the Kansas Agricultural
Remediation Board. Petersonwas
appointed to the board by Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius and confirmed
by the Kansas Senatein January.

Cute clean bungalow with 2
bedrooms on main floor, 1 bedroom
in full basement, 2 baths, 2 large
storage sheds with carport, mature
landscaping, ready to movein! Call
for your showing today!

e

today. Diana Spinney Listing Agent.

New listing on this 4 bedroom trilevel home located in a popular neigh-
borhood. Amenities include 2 1/2 baths, lots of updates, Nemechek
Kitchen, sprinkler system, double car garage, new air conditioner and hot
water heater, new gas line, brick. Call for an appointment to take alook

Other listings:

1516-1518 Center 1007 Caldwell 401 Walnut

321 Broadway 6610 Rd 10 (U/C) 729 W. 31st St

209 E. 15th 217 Sycamore Rd. 904 W. 19th St. (commercial)
402 Grand 1608 Main (commercial) 315 Clark

1224 Main (mixed use) 724 Main (U/C) 1016 Harrison

1625 Wyoming 221 Cottonwood 301 Locust - Kanorado
415W. 2nd 2157 Caldwell

We have rentals available! Find our listings on www.goodlandksmls.com
for further details

112 West 13th, Goodland, Kan. 67735
Charlene Cole, Broker Diana Spinney, Salesperson
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785-899-2683




