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Health Essentials

Natural Foods, Vitamins,
Massage Therapy,

Acupuncture & More

Natural Living Cottage
& Wellness Center

314 14th Street, Burlington, Co.
719-346-4681

Come see our
scrapbooking corner

for all your
scrapbooking

accessories

Computer
Central, Inc.
367 14th Street
Burlington, Co.
719-346-5177

Your one stop computer shop

The Feed BunkThe Feed Bunk
Your authorized dealer
for Barenburg Irrigated
Grasses

“Forage For Profit”
and now carrying
High Plains Brand
Sorghum-Sundangrass
and Annual Forages

1847 Rose Ave.,
Burlington, Co.

719-346-5220 or 800-428-7560

Shop BurlingtonShop Burlington
for all your needs Your Total

Scrapbooking Store
Hundreds of papers, stickers &
accessories. Many albums to

choose from.
337 14th Street,
Burlington, Co.

719-346-5538  1-800-247-9081
New Arrivals weekly

•Flooring
•Gourmet Chocolate
•Gift Items
Superior Flooring &

Rugs
360 14th Street, Burlington, Co.

719-346-7579
Dan & Myrna Troyer

EE
Errington & Errington

Park Place Interior Design
Interior Design &
Specialty Floral

Specializing in all your design
needs

•Space planning
•Custom floral arrangements
•Specials on window
treatment & wall coverings
524 15th St., Burlington, Co.

719-346-4626

William’s Floral
& Garden Center

Authorized Ferti-lome Dealer
Complete line of Ferti-lome
starter mix
•Houseplants
•Bedding plants
•Garden supplies
•Fresh cut flowers

242 S. 9th
Burlington, Co.

719-346-9535

Memory
Lane

Portrait Studio
1 hour film developing
Digital services
•Prints to CDs
•Memory cards
•Printing Digital pictures

1988 Rose Avenue
Burlington, Co. 80807

719-346-7627
Royce & Jeanie Walters

Present Ticket at Box Office
Tickets are Non-Transferable

Sherman
1203 MAIN – Phone 899-6103

You receive two free passes to see

SUBSCRIBER

Dennis Smith

DODGEBALL
Pg-13

ENJOY
TONIGHT AT THE MOVIES

AT THE MOVIES

S&T
3x7 in backLOAN, from Page 1

SALE, from Page 1

SENATE, from Page 1

the level of cash flow I can handle.”
“Are you still looking at the same

number of employees?” Daniels
asked.

“Yes, there has been no change in
plans,” Menold said.

Blume made a motion to approve
the payment of loan funds, which
are part of the $200,000 economic
development loan the city applied
for from the state in December. The
money, from a state grant, is being
matched by $100,000 from Aircraft
Seal and Gasket.

provisions of the two sections are
covered in the charter ordinance.
The two sections deal with applica-
tions and licenses fees for cereal
malt beverage only.

• Approved, on a 4-1 vote, an or-
dinance changing the maximum
property tax levy for the public li-
brary from 4.6 mills to 4.65 mills.
This was what the commission dis-
cussed and all present appeared to
agree to the change during a budget

both houses only to have the gov-
ernor veto it.

“On school finance, I believe
since 1992 we have kept up with
inflation, but we haven’t kept the
base up. We added lots of other
things to education.

Dwindling enrollment is killing
our schools. Some people believe
the way to fix it is to throw money
at the problem, but that is not always
the answer.

“I believe we will pull ourselves
up and not wait for someone to
come along. I think the communi-
ties will help keep the schools open.

“We need to have farmers filling
bins with grain. We keep hearing
people talk about the Buffalo Com-
mons, (where the Plains empty out),
but we are not going to let that hap-
pen.

“We should not depend on gov-
ernment payments, and keep farm-
ers in the field.

“Working in Topeka is not easy.
You need to build coalitions.”

The candidates were asked about
economic development and school
finance.

Rasure said he felt his youth was
an advantage because he has the
endorsement of the Senate leader-
ship, and believes that northwest
Kansas is the best place to live.

“We need to find ways to sell
northwest Kansas to small busi-
nesses, and need to help with the
marketing of the area,” Rasure said.
“We need to look at those small
businesses with one or two employ-
ees that can grow, and we need to
help those who are here and have
good ideas to build businesses.”

Goodland School Superinten-
dent Marvin Selby asked Ostmeyer

what he had done to give schools
money, noting that the way the
Goodland district is making ends
meet is to cut staff.

“We haven’t kept up with the
base,” Ostmeyer said. “We have put
about $2.9 billion into schools, but
it frustrates me when they keep yell-
ing for more money.

“We can’t do it in western Kansas
because we don’t have the clout. We
need to be careful touching the school
finance formula, but if we are not
careful we will not come out ahead.

“I agree, we need to get more
money to schools, but I am also con-
cerned about the number of parents
who are home schooling. I am not
sure we want the state to do the
whole job. I think we need to figure
out what we have done wrong.

“We need to do like farmers and
face the cuts. I think we will turn the
economy around, and that will help,
but not sure we can do it soon
enough.”

Rasure said he believes the state
has to ensure an equal education,
and that the Constitution says there
should be a statewide finance plan.

Attorney Ron Vignery asked the
candidates to say how they would
pay for an increase in school fi-
nance, and their feeling about
vouchers, which allow parents to
send students to any school, public
or private.

“I believe property tax is the most
evil form of tax,” Rasure said. “I
think we should look at something
in the sales tax or income tax.

“On vouchers, I believe we need
to protect our public schools.”

Ostmeyer said he agrees that they
have to work something out to pay
for schools.

“I am not sure what is going to
come out of the courts,” he said. “I

supported vouchers, and believe we
have a God-given right to go to
school wherever we want to.

“I believe in the public schools,
but we have to ask what is wrong.
Why do we have so many people
home schooling?”

Ken Klemm of Buffalo Guys
asked the two candidates about the
“Streamlined Sales Tax,” which he
said is a burden on his business. The
law requires merchants who ship
out of town to figure tax based on
where goods go, rather than a single
rate where they are shipped.

“I admit I voted for it,” Ostmeyer
said. “It was supposed to be ap-
proved without the destination sales
tax, but it got through because the
governor wanted it.

“It is very bad for business, and
we have delayed it until January
2005. We did not have enough votes
to repeal it.”

“It was a bad deal from the start,”
Rasure said, “and now we find that
to get the software we are going to
a company in New Zealand.

“This is not the first thing to be
outsourced. We are using phone
centers in India for assistance to
citizens.

“The Streamlined Sales Tax is a
bad bill because there may only be
one taxing district in Sherman
County, but there are 742 in Kansas.

Asked about their stand on abor-
tion and gay marriage, both men
said they were pro-life and both
supported a constitutional amend-
ment for the defense of the family.

They were asked about gambling
in western Kansas, and Rasure said
he was undecided on the issue, but
felt that it should be up to a vote of
the citizens.

Ostmeyer said he was not in fa-
vor of gambling.

Senate candidates sparWindows ready for fair

Josh Doke and Abby Murray, members of the Country Clovers 4-H Club, painted a pig getting
wet on the window at the Cowboy Loop on Tuesday morning. 4-Hers raise money and promote
the fair by selling window paintings to interested businesses.

Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

workshop on July 7. Mayor Rick
Billinger voted against the ordi-
nance because he said he did not
remember agreeing to the increase,
which would bring in about $1,500
more per year.

• Approved the bid of Chambless
Roofing of Scott City for $5,840, to
replace roof sheathing and replace
broken roof tile on the chapel at the
city cemetery. An addition to the bid
will be the installation of copper edge
flashing. The other bid was $12,880
from Weather Craft of Goodland.

Merchants receive permit
for weekend sidewalk sale

Payment
approved

City tables payment to company
By Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-News
After waiting six months for activ-

ity at the Aircraft Seal and Gasket
plant, Goodland city commissioners
Monday put a request for part of a
state grant  on hold until they could
get some answers from the firm.

The city remodeled an old gro-
cery at 10th and Center for the firm,
which has moved in machinery
from a California plant and hired
two people to work here. Employ-
ment was projected at 30 in a year,
with up to 100 eventually, but the
plant has yet to produce a gasket.

The firm submitted a request to the
Northwest Kansas Planning and De-
velopment Commission for $35,000
out of a $200,000 loan the city ap-
proved in December. The money is
from a state economic development
program which allows cities and
counties to help new business with
up to $750,000 in loans. Aircraft Seal
and Gasket had to pledge $100,000
to get the loan bringing the total of
the project to $300,000.

Doug Bruggeman, from the plan-
ning commission, presented the re-
quest to the city Monday.

City Manager Ron Pickman said
he had called Herb Menold, presi-
dent of Aircraft Seal and Gasket, and
asked him to meet with the commis-
sion, but was told he would not be
available until later in the week.

Bruggeman said under the provi-
sions of the grant, they have two
years to reach the level of employ-

ment set in the grant, and that it is
$35,000 for each job created. That
means a total of six employees with
at least three being low-income
people, he said.

“There is going to have to be
more activity for me to approve
this,” Blume said.

Mayor Rick Billinger asked
Bruggeman if he had been over to
the plant to see what was happening,
and if there were specific lists of
equipment that had been purchased.

Bruggeman said he has not been
in the plant for over a month, but
that it was his understanding they
were building some of the equip-
ment at the plant plus bringing some
from California.

“I don’t think we have a choice,”
Billinger said. “I want to support
them, and believe we are committed.”

Bruggeman said all payment re-
quests have to be approved by the
city. He said the payments are
scheduled when the company pro-
vides invoices to show that they
have spent money that is covered in
the loan, including expenditures for
working capital, equipment and in-
ventory.

He said the company is required
to show that they have spent some
of their matching money as well. In
the first payment, the figures
Bruggeman presented show the
company spent about $16,500 of
company money and $35,000 cov-
ered in the economic development
grant, which is what they were ask-

ing to have reimbursed.
Pickman said the city lease,

which gives Aircraft Seal and Gas-
ket free rent on its plant, requires job
creation, and does not have the
same time period as the economic
development loan.

“Can we table this and hold a spe-
cial meeting?” Commissioner Dave
Daniels asked.

Daniels made the motion to table
the issue until they meet with Me-
nold in a special meeting. Commis-
sioner Chuck Lutters, who is em-
ployed by Aircraft Seal and Gasket,
excused himself from the meeting
before the discussion began.


