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Pat Thompson (left) and Kevin Kibel were up early Thursday painting lightpoles on Main. Dustin Bedore, electrical division super-
visor for the City of Goodland, said they have been working on the pole project for three weeks. “It's a pretty long process,” he said.
It takes crews roughly an hour to paint each of the poles. They started by putting primer on the lower parts of many poles around
Photo by Kathryn Gurfinkel/The Goodland-Star News

Minature Van Gogh replicas to go on sale

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Ineight to 10 weeks, peoplewill
beabletobuy miniaturereplicasof
Goodland’s Van Gogh painting at
area businesses as part of the mar-
keting campaign by the Sher-man
County Convention and Visitors
Bureau and Sunflowers USA.

Dale Neill, chairman of the bu-
reau board, told the members at
their monthly meeting Tuesday that
the miniature paintings would be
delivered within eight weeks after
the order isplaced.

A sampleeasel wasshowntothe
board members.

Neill saidthedesignwasgoingto
changed to make the easel taller
whichwill makeit appear morelike
the actual painting.

Director Donna Price said the
easelswill cost between $5-6 each
withthechange. Shesaidthebureau
and Sunflowers USA will each get
a percentage of the profits earned

from the sale of the easels, after
costsarecovered, withan 8 percent
royalty goingtotheartist, Cameron
Cross.

Neill said the minimum order is
720, or 60 dozen. He also said the
manufacturer was willing to ar-
rangefor payment be delayed until
December or January.

Price reported that only about
$600 has been recovered from the
saleof Goodland pinsfeaturingthe
painting. The cost for their manu-
facture, transport and distribution
was $1,069, Neill said The Good-
land Star-News has sold the most
pinssofar.

Bill Stoick owner of the Super 8
Motel suggestedthat businessesas-
sociated with the bureau buy some
of the easels outright when they
comein. Thisway, themanufacturer
could be paid, some profitsdistrib-
uted and the businesses could then
sell the easelsasthey saw fit.

Board member Evelyn De Vol

County may Increase
handicapped budget

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Representatives from Devel op-
mental Servicesof Northwest Kan-
sas asked the Sherman County
Commissionerson Tuesday tocon-
sider increasing the amount the
county givestohelpthemservethe
mentally and physically handi-
capped.

Executive Director Jim Blume,
of Hays, saidtheagency hasawait-
inglist, includingthreepeoplefrom
Sherman County. After thesession,
commissionersagreedtotrytofind
$5,000 to help cover the agency’s
shortfall.

Clarence Scheopner, Sherman
County representative on the De-
velopmental Services board, was
present along with Colleen Rohr
and Ruth Lang, parents of agency
clients.

“1 want you to know our mission
istolet every personbeasindepen-
dentaspossible,” Blumesaid. “ L et-
ting them beindependent letsthem
be their own person, and it isless
expensivefor our program.

“Wewant peopleto havethesup-
port they need to function, and we
need to remember that we aredeal -
ing with people’slives.

“1 want every one of our people
tobesafe, healthy and happy. | have
beendoingthisfor 30years,andam
seeing many people as the people
get older. | have found myself rec-
ommending that peoplewe had put
inindividua homeswhenthey were
younger should bemovedback into
group homes as they get older and
start facing somehealth problems.”

Blume said the agency has suf-
feredacutinstatefunds. Hesaidthe
cut last year was about $300,000,
andthey wereabletosurviveanat-

tempt thisyear to cut the budget by
another $250,000.

He said some agencies can in-
creasefeesor go to other placesto
replace the lost money, but his
agency isnon-profit, which means
they have to live with the federal,
state and county money they re-
ceive.

The figures he presented show
that there are at least 10 people be-
ing hel pedin Sherman County, and
thetotal cost for thoseserviceswas
$380,832 | ast year.

Sherman County budgeted
$40,000, from the health services
fund, which is part of the special
sales tax. When the federal, state
and county money is subtracted
fromthetotal cost, thereisanunmet
need of $4,074.

Blume said administration costs
havenever been over 10 percent of
the agency’s budget, and that now
they are 8.6 percent.

“I told the board they would
never exceed 10 percent,” Blume
said. “I said if they ever got that
high, | would be gone.

“Wewould ask youto consider a
small increase to help with the
unmet needs, but wedo ask that you
not cut the budget below what you
have given usthe past year.”

The commissioners said they
would do the best they could inthe
budget process.

While discussing the budgets
later in the meeting. Commission-
ers Kevin Rasure and Chuck Tho-
mas agreed to try to add $5,000 to
thedevelopmental servicesbudget.

The next commission meeting
will be8a.m. onFriday, July 30,in
the commission room on the main
floor of the Sherman County court-
house, 813 Broadway.

Internet tonight! 899-2338

said the light in front of the Van
Gogh painting, installed about 45
days ago, looks good. She recom-
mended those who had not seen it
at night with thelight to do so.

Pricetold the board that she has
received somecomplaintsabout the
attractivenessof theareaaroundthe
painting. She said commentsfrom
somerecent visitorswerecritical of
theunkempt appearanceof thefield
the painting sitsin. She said they
were offended to find the painting
in such surroundings.

The field is supposed to get the
excessdirt from Pioneer Park once
construction onit begins, shesaid,
and this could make any major ef-
fort to improve the attractiveness
now futile. LindaHolton, an advi-
sory member of the board, sug-
gested getting with Darin Neufeld,
the project engineer for thepark, to
seeif grasscould beplantedtoim-
prove the field’s appearance until
construction begins.

In other business, the board:

» Heard from Donna Swagetr,
president of the Goodland Area
Chamber of Commerce, about this
year’s Freedom Fest and how, pri-
marily duetotheweather and delay
in the fireworks, the revenue the
Chamber expected to raise from
food salesfell short of expectations.
The shortfall caused the Chamber
to ask members for donations to
help cover thecost of thefireworks.

* Voted to table until the next
meeting the decision to proceed
withthe plan to buy welcomeflags
andthepartsneeded to mount them
onthelight poleson Main Avenue
between 8th and 16th streets. The
estimated cost is$1,890.

* Heard from Price that the bill-
board near the Colorado border on
I-70wasback after being down for
about two months.

The next meeting will be 9 am.
Tuesday,Aug. 17. Thelocationhas
not yet been determined.

matters of record
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County votes
to remove mold

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County Good Sa-
maritan Center still needsanewfire
sprinkler system, but the priority
now isto stop amold problem that
showed up in the past two weeks.

The new director, Rick Reeser,
planned to talk to the county com-
missioners Tuesday about the cost
for a new sprinkler system, but
changed plans when he returned
from Denver on Monday tofind he
wasfacing amold problem.

“1 know wehaveto do something
about thefiresprinkler system,” he
said, “but right now my priority is
tostopthemold and get it removed
for the health of our residents and
our staff.

“I had planned to talk to you
about theestimatesonthecost of the
sprinkler system, but the mold put
amonkey wrenchin everything.”

Hesaidthemold problem hasaf-
fected oneresident and two nurses
sofar. Reeser said hismaintenance
man, Neil Starr, foundthemold, and
the staff had been trying to find
someoneto handleit while Reeser
wasin Denver. Reeser said the as-
sumptionisthemoldwastheresult
of asewer backup afew weeksago
coupled with the recent rains and
higher humidity.

He said the best firm they had
found was Medallion Professional
Home Services from Hays, which
sent someone out Tuesday.

Reeser said the man told him
thereisan extensivemold problem
that would probably cost $20,000-
$40,000to remove, and it will take
about two weeksto get it removed
and sprayed.

Contacted Thursday morning
Reeser said the men from Medal-
lionhad arrived andweremaking a
careful examination of theproblem.

“They tell meitis more limited
than first thought,” Reeser said.
“We expect the men to begin the
removal on Monday, and we will
not havetomoveany residentsout.”

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
asked Reeser if he had checked the
references and license of the firm
from Hays, and if hehad contacted
the insurance company about the
situation.

Reeser said he knew the county
had pledged $20,000to helpinstall
anew nurse call system, but was
asking if the money could be used

on themold probleminstead.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
said he had no problem with using
the money for this, and Rasure
agreed. Commissioner Mitch Tiede
was absent.

“1 am OK with shifting the mo-
ney,” Rasure said, “but want to
check theinsuranceabout the sewer
problemthat might havecaused the
mold problem.”

Rasureasked County Clerk Janet
Rumpel to check with the county
insurance since the building be-
longsto the county.

Reeser said hehasan estimate of
$72,702 for the sprinkler system,
but there was a suggestion that he
add $15,000in casethereareprob-
lemswith theinstallation of pipes.

Hesaid astatefire marshal drop-
ped in recently and said everything
was OK except that they needed to
get the sprinkler system installed.
Hetold Reeser they haveayear from
theoriginal inspection, whichwasin
April. Thefireinspector told Reeser
that thereis a new requirement for
all nursing homesto have sprinkler
systems to help suppress fires. S
far, Reeser said, hehasbeentalking
to Jayhawk Fire Sprinkler out of To-
peka, and Eagle Life out of Great
Bend. Heasked the commissioners
to see what they could do to help
withthecost of thesprinkler system.

Rasure had Rumpel check the
balancein thehomefunds, and she
said it appears there is about
$40,000that might beavailable, but
sincethey areworking on the bud-
get, they will seewhat can bedone.

In other business the commis-
sioners:

» Approved the appointment of
Glendon Price, a carpenter for
Paxton Construction, tothe Smoky
Gardensboardfor afour-year term.
Thisfills one of two vacancies on
the board, Rasure said, and the
board is talking to some people
about filling that spot.

» Heard arequest from Register
of Deeds Carol Armstrong to have
more book shelves built in her of-
fice. Shesaid shehad two bids, anc
the commissioners suggested she
check with Curtis Hurd and Gary
Gregory asadditional contacts.

« CalledtheAreaAgency onAg-
inginHaysto discussarequest for
anincreaseof about $1,000for next
year for handling the senior citizen
mealsin Kanorado.

corrections

Goodland Police
Thefollowing crimeshave been
reported to the Goodland Police
Department:

July 16 — Archer DanielsMid-
land Grainreportedthetheft of cash
intheamount of $384 at 17th Street
and Wyoming.

AnnM. Melton backed her 1995
Mercury intoaparked 1999 Dodge
owned by Albert L. Ree at 16th
Street and Cattletrail .

July 21—MariaHernandez, 41,

wasarrested and chargedinmunici-
pal court for the battery of Jesus
Garcia, 40, at 1616 Wyoming.
Sherman County Sheriff
Thefollowing crimeshave been
reported to the Sherman County
Sheriff’s Department:

July 17 — Steven A. Sandoval,
20, was driving awhite 1998 Ford
Ranger west on old Highway 24
about 2 1/2 mileseast of Kanorado
whenheenteredthenorthditchand
struck asign. Hethenreentered the

* Breakfast buffet for two

along the Boulder Creek

© 2004 Millennium Hotels and Resorts.

BED & BREAKFAST PACKAGE

$115

Rise and Dine.

For reservations, call toll-free 1-800-545-6285 or your travel professional
Mention booking code: BBP

* Classic guest room accommodations

* Resort amenities include |5 tennis courts,
indoor/outdoor pools, and a bike path

*Rate is per room, per night,and based on availability Friday-Sunday. Rate includes one round trip to Pearl Street Mall.
Offer expires 9/1/04. Not valid with other offers. Requires 7-day advance reservations. Some restrictions apply.
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HARVEST HOUSE

BOULDER

1345 TWENTY-EIGHTH STREET
BOULDER, CO 80302
303-443-3850
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Millennium Hotels and Resorts

highway, crossed both lanes and
struck aparked tractor. Hispassen-
ger Danielle Sandoval, 1, wasin-
jured. Both were driven by ambu-
lanceto Goodland Regional Medi-
cal Center.

The only safety equipment used
was thecar’sairbags. Theaccident
damaged a Kansas Department of
Transportationsign, thetractor and
the Ford Ranger, which wastowed
from the scene.

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing inanewsstory.

Please call our office at (785)
899-2338toreport errors.

We believe that news should be
fair and factual.

We want to keep an accurate
record and appreciate you calling
to our attention any failure to live
up tothisstandard.
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Elect Undersheriff
Kevin L. Butts
Sherman County Sheriff

“Asalifelong resident, I'm committed to providing the highest
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my county.”

County

A vote for Kevin will ensure a safe and bright future
for the citizens of Sherman County

* Current Undersheriff since 2001
« 10 years law enforcement experience serving Sherman

www.kevinbutts.itgo.com
Paid for by the committee to elect Kevin L. Butts for Sheriff, Sid Unruh, Treasurer



