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from our viewpoint...

Turnout will decide
Primary Election

Theprimary el ection next Tuesday hasseveral races
andthey areall for important positions.

Actually, any elected official should putimportance
into thejob. But, before they can take over, they need
to be elected and that is where the burden falls on the
people.

People should study the candidates and know their
goalsand issues.

Thisincludes every candidate, fromthetop legisla
tive positionsto the county races.

After acandidate takes office, they will betherefor
four yearsand, if they donot fulfill their promises, and
bring integrity and honesty to the position, or in gen-
eral doapoor job, thenit could bealong four years!

The primary comesat abusy time. Many peopleare
involved with thefairsand all the activitieswhich are
included. Itiseasy to put off going to voteor evenfor-
get to vote.

However, itisalso easy to votein advance by going
to the county clerk’s office at the courthouse. A booth
will be set up, and the collection box will beready to
receivetheballots.

Beforetheel ection, newspaperswill befeaturingthe
candidates. These articles will give people an oppor-
tunity to learn more about them.

Inthemeantime, stop andtalk tothe candidates. Ask
themquestionsandtell themwhat youwant and expect
out of them if they are elected.

Our government is resting on your shoulders and
when the curtain of the voting booth fallsbehind you,
make sureyou havemarked an* X” intheright boxes.
— KarenKrien, The Saint FrancisHerald

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes | et-
ters from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must
include a telephone number and a signature. Unsigned | et-
terswill not be published. Form letters will be rejected, as
will letters deemed to be of no public interest or consid-
ered offensive. Wereservetheright to edit lettersfor length
and good taste. We encourage letters, with address and
phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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There seem to be more people with cancer

| don’t know about you, but it seems like
thereismore diagnosed cancer al thetime.

| don’t remember even hearing the word
“cancer” when | wasachild, but now it seems
epidemic.

No oneyet knowshow it startsor why — or
evenwhoismost susceptible. Millionsof dol-
lars have gone into cancer research, and we
don’'t seemany closer toacure.

Severa of my friends have had cancer over
the last few years, and my sister-in-law died
fromit. After watchingthedownward progress
of my sister-in-law, | vowed | would never go
throughwhat sheendured. Thetherapy seemed
worsethanthedisease. Butthroughtheyears,
| have seen many success stories, and treat-
mentsare asvaried asthe number of doctors.

We pray for people we hear are suffering
fromit— aswell we should. Yet, many seem
to lose their faith when complete healing
doesn’t happen.

| read the other day something that touched
my soul: “1 remember asking the doctor why
this was happening to our little girl, this per-
fectly beautiful creature. And the doctor said,
“You havetorealizethat every well personisa
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miracle. It takesbillionsof cellstomakeup a
person. Andal ittakesisonecell tobebadto
destroy awholeperson.’ Sol cameto seethat
thepeoplewhoaresittingaroundaivearethe
miracles’ (Simply BarbaraBush by Donnie
Radcliffe).

That quote made merealize that most of us
takeour miraculously well bodiesfor granted
and neglect being constantly grateful for them.
Thenweget very angry with God when some-
thing goeswrong.

A cancer patient gavemesomewords(writ-
tenby volunteer Mary V. Miller) that shefound
very helpful during her ordeal.

It'scalled What Cancer Can’t Do: “ Cancer
isso limited: It cannot cripplelove. It cannot
shatter hope. It cannot corrodefaith. It cannot
destroy peace. It cannot kill friendship. It can-
not suppressmemories. It cannot silencecour-

age. It cannot invade the soul. It cannot steal
eternal love. It cannot conquer the eternal
spirit.” (However | have to admit I’ ve seen
cancer do some of these terrible things. Sc
much dependson attitude.)

These words should help remind us of the
bigger thingsof life.

Weall need to see our livesasuncompleted
paintings.

Inthemovie“Thelast Leaf,” thecharacter
Mariesays. “Every day isastrokeinour paint-
ing.”

Theportraitisn’t completeuntil thevery last
day, and how we live — right through our
deaths— determinesthebeauty of thepicture.

Anunknown author saysit adifferent way:
“Lifeisnot ajourney tothegravewith thein-
tention of arriving safely in apretty and well-
preserved body, but rather toskidinbroadside,
thoroughly used up, totally worn out, loudly
proclaiming: ‘WOW, what aride!”

Be thankful for your today — every day.
Thank Godfor themeasureof healthyouhave.
Strivetomakeeventhe' thornsinyour side’ intc
beautiful brush strokes that your family anc
friendswill remember even after you' regone.

Tuesday opportunity to elect native citizen

TotheEditor:

The primary election Tuesday offersus a
valuable opportunity. We will have a chance
to nominate one of our native citizens to the
state Senate. Dan Rasurerecognizesthequal -
ity of lifein northwest Kansasand wantsto see
it protected while moving forward in a posi-
tive, progressive manner.

Tokeep young familiesin Western Kansas,
we must attract industry and new business.
Most importantly, we must support existing
businessesinexpansioneffortsto providejobs.
Notonly will thisimproveour area’ seconomy,
itwill increaseour school enrollment, provid-
ing morestatefunding and allowing usto con-
tinueto providequality education by certified
teachers. Our studentswill receivethecaliber
of schooling needed to enter and competein
higher education.

Wearefortunate to have the Goodland Re-
gional Medical Center, acritical accesshospi-
tal, in Sherman County. Weneed asenator who
is concerned with the rising health costs and
thestrainthey put on our seniorsand fixedin-
come citizens. We need to do everything pos-
sibletokeep our current facility in an updated
manner without raising property taxes.

Rasurewill bean advocatefor healthcarein
northwest Kansas. Thehospital hasappliedfor
Veterans Administration clinic status, which
wouldbenefit Veteransin Sherman County and
intheTri-Statearea. If thisstatusisapproved,
veterans could travel to Goodland rather than
Hays, Denver or North Platte for their basic
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medical services. Weneed helpat all levelsto
get thisapproved.

A strongagriculturebaseisvital ly important
to northwest Kansas. Dan Rasure’s great
grandfather beganfarmingin Sherman County
in 1919, and thefarmisstill in thefamily. He
knowstheimportance of getting our goodsto
market, whether it be by rail or by roads. As
our senator, Danwill work withustohel pkeep
our roads, railways and runway services. Ra-
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sure knowsthe importance of business, ashe
and hisfamily have been in the lumber busi-
nessfor over 85years.

Rasure' syouthisan advantagefor thisdis-
trict. He hasthe time, energy and fresh ideas
togotowork for us. Hehasno hidden agenda.
Heisaknowledgeable citizen who desiresto
give of histalentsto energize the people of
Kansas. Hewill represent usinareliable, hon-
est and positive manner aswe move forward
together.

| encourage Sherman County citizensto go
tothepollsTuesday and votefor our local Re-
publicancandidate, DanRasure. You' |l beglad
youdid.

Gennifer Golden House

Goodland

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S.Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-369¢
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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AH, THAT SHOULDP HOLD
ME UNTIL I'M ABLE
TO MOVE AGAIN
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