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Man showed off potatoes, expected an abundance

By Evelyn Ward
Sherman County Historical Society

July 30, 1904: Fine Potatoes —
JamesYarger, who lives southwest
of town, brought in samples of his
potato crop last week. They were
largeinsizeand superiorinquality.
Mr. Yarger hasout about anacreand
will have considerable more
“spuds’ than hewill needfor home
use.

Thereareperhapsmore potatoes
being raised thisyear than ever be-
foreinthiscounty. They seemtodo
well andarequitefreefromthebug
pest, and theyield per acre and the
priceper bushel makethem aprof-
itable crop.

July 31,1904: Lightning Strikes
Three Times— Therecent thunder
storms over this county have not
been without nature’ sfireworks.

A horse belonging to Mrs. S.L.
Franklin was killed Friday by a
thunderbolt. On Sunday, lightning
landed twice.

It struck aload of hay on Joe

today in history

Kolcney’splacesouthwest of town,
both wagon and hay being de-
stroyed. C.E. Swarts’ slaughter
housenorth of townwasal so struck
but not damagedtoany great extent.

August 1,1904: LowestLevyIn
Our History — Economy In the
County Administration Makes
Taxes Light — The County and
Country District Out of Debt—The
board of county commissionersmet
August Linregular sessiontomake
the county levys, to allow court
claims and to transact other busi-
ness.

The commissioners, upon
compl etion of anexaminationof the
records and accounts of various
funds, made ageneral reduction of
the tax levys ranging from seven
millsto35millsover thosemadein
1903, although a reduction had
been madefor 1903.

Thislowering of thetax levy af-
fects the entire county, no part re-
ceiving alessreduction than seven
mills, the part which was bonded
receivingthegreatest cutinlevy.

Therewasalowering of thestate
levy of one mill on account of the
reduction of theamount toberaised
this year by this county as state
taxes.

Thelevysjust madeby thecounty
commissionersarethelowest ever
made sincethe organization of the
county, andtherewill beamaterial
reduction in taxes on all kinds of
property in Sherman County un-
less the city council and school
boards increase their levys over
last year for city and school pur-
poses, over whichthecounty com-
missionershavenojurisdiction or
control.

Theentireschool bondedindebt-
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Eugene and Lola Marrs 50 years ago

Couple together 60 years

Eugene and Lola Marrs are cel-
ebrating their 60th wedding anni-
versary thissummer.

Theyweremarried July 11,1944,
inColby. Their childrenarehaving
areception for them from 2-4 p.m.

Central Timeon Saturday, Aug. 14,
2004, at theBrewster United Meth-
odist Church, 202 Nebraska. They
request no gifts.

They havefour children, Dwight
(Mona) Marrs of Goodland; Sonia

The coupletoday

(Tim) Dahl of Algona, lowa; Linda
White of Maxwell, Neb.; and
Marvin Marrs of Winslow, Ariz.
They also have seven grandchil-
dren; and three great-grandchil-
dren.

edness has been paid, except the
Goodlandcity district, theonly one
that hasabond outstanding. Only a
fewyearsago, nearly every district
was under bond of debt.

Thereare no outstanding county
warrants, for they areat par and are
paid by the county treasurer upon
presentation. Lessthan ayear ago,
the county paid off the state seed
grain warrant, which amounted to
about $2,500.

This condition of things speaks
well for Sherman county. Its fi-
nanceshavebeenhandledinabusi-
ness-like manner, and Sherman

county today isin better financial
condition than any other county in
western Kansas.

August 2, 1904: The outside
work onthehighschool buildingis
being done by Grant Fleming and
his assistants. Instead of one con-
tract, which was reported to have
been let to McCants and Smee,
there were two, the exterior work
being let to Mr. Fleming. Mr.
Fleming wasformerly acontractor
in Denver and hasbeen doingwork
in Goodland for several months.

August 3, 1904: AD — Wecan
offer you 320 acres of Improved

Land, Small Frame House and
Stable, Well, 100 acresunder culti-
vation, within a few miles of
Goodland. Thisis good, smooth
land. Price $1,200.

We furnish warranty deed and
abstract of titlewith every farm.

WILSON BROS., Bonded Ab-
stracters, Goodland, Sherman
County, Kansas

From weekly issues of The
Goodland News, provided by the
Sherman County Historical Soci-
ety. Sncethe paper was publishec
weekly, someitemswerearbitrarily
assigned adate.

West Nilefound inWallace County

West Nile virus has been con-
firmed in a mosquito pool in
Wallace County, in two birdsin
Pratt County andtwobirdsin Reno
County, the Kansas Department of
Health and Environment said
Thursday.

West Nilevirusactivity wascon-
firmed earlier in Barton, Harvey,
Johnson, Sedgwick, Shawnee and
Wilson counties.

“Since West Nilevirus has been
found in birdsand amosquito pool
inseveral Kansascountiesthrough-
out the state, everyone in Kansas
shouldrealizethey areat risk for the
disease.” said Gail Hansen, acting
state epidemiologist. “We cannot
emphasize enough that people
should not wait for the virusto be
confirmed in their own backyard
beforetaking precautions.”

Thevirusiscarried by birdsand
transmitted by mosquitoesthat bite
theinfectedbirds, whichthentrans-
mititto horsesand people.

Thebestway tobeprepared, state
says, includespersonal precautions
such as use of an insect repellent
with DEET and reducing mosquito
breeding grounds.

Therehavebeenno human cases
reported tothestateHealth Depart-
ment thisseason, either throughthe
statelaboratory or through positive
lab results from private labs. Phy-
sicians should report West Nile vi-
ruscasestothestateby calling (877)
427-7317.

The health department recom-
mends these precautionsto reduce

therisk of West Nilevirus:

« Use insect repellent with the
chemical DEET and wear long-
sleeved clothing when practical .

* Remove standing water where
mosquitoesbreed. Uselarvicidein
water that cannot be drained or re-
moved.

« Changewater frequently inbird
baths, pet bowlsand wading pools.

«Limit outdoor activitiesat dawn
and dusk when mosguitoesaremost
active

The state is asking citizens who
finddead birdstocall theWest Nile
Virus Information Line at (877)
228-2287 and learn how to submit
abirdtoKansasStateUniversity for
testing.

In countieswhere two reports of
the virus have been confirmed, no
morebirdswill betested, including
Harvey, Johnson, Pratt, Reno, and
Sedgwick.

Birds being tested include:
crows, bluejays, magpies, or birds
of prey (hawks, owls, eagles):

* Bird should not have been dead

longer than 24 hours;

* Bird shouldbeintact and should
beplacedindoubleplasticbagsand
frozen.

Calersmustleavetheir nameanc
number andwill receiveacall back
withinformationonwhat todowith
the dead bird. K-State Extension
agentswill ship the specimensto ¢
lab. Test resultswill not berel eased
toindividuals submitting birds, but
birdstesting positivewill bereported
ontheWest Nilevirusweb site.

I'n 2003, 90 human cases of West
Nileviruswithneurological illness
were confirmed through the state
Division of Health and Environ-
ment | aboratories, including seven
deaths. Privatelabsconfirmed 731
human virustest results. Three ad-
ditional deaths were attributed tc
thevirus, but unconfirmedthrough
lab work. In 2002, 22 human cases
withneurological illnesswerecon-
firmed through the state lab but nc
deathsreported.

FormoreinformationonWest Nile
Virus, gotowww.westnileks.com.

SALE

All Cake Donuts

1222 Main, Goodland, Kan.
785-890-2219

Tuesday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

3 for 99¢
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Introducing SBC Yahoo! DSL to your neighborhood. Tired of wasting valuable time waiting on a slow dial-up
connection? Then get to know your new neighbor. Sign up for SBC Yahoo! DSL and start navigating the Internet with lightning speed. Download

images, songs and movies faster than ever. And best of all, you'll save time, allowing you to do the things you really want to do. It's just one
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