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Carpenter switched to bUIIdlg homes for birds

Curtis Hurd (left) showed how he
uses a power drill in his shop for
woodworking and miniature
building projects. Among the
fruits of his labor are Bird City
(below) and Beverly’'s Bird

Condo (above).
Photos by Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News
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A retired Goodland building con-
tractor has switched to smaller
homes— much smaller homes.

Andthey madeagood solutionto
his wife's gripe about an empty
shelf along the south side of their
deck intheback yard.

CurtisHurd, who bought out his
father’s construction company in
1965 and operated it for 30 years,
haskept busy in hisretirement, re-
modelingkitchens, repairing furni-
ture, doing decks — and building
bird houses.

Among his creations is a bird
condoinhisfrontyard, agiftforhis
wifeBeverly, witha“hottub” inthe
back. He also created “Bird City”
alongtherail of theback deck tofill
in an areathat didn’t work out for
potted plants.

Itwastoo hot for theplantsthere,
Hurd said, but Beverly said they
needed something.

So Bird City, complete with a
church, outhouses and the Bird
Drop Saloon, wasborn.

The buildings have holes and
posts for birds in the back, Hurd
said, but Bird City is something of
aghost town—not many birdshave

permanent residence.

The condo seems equally unin-
habited, though asign out front ad-
vertises condos for rent from
Beverly E. Hurd L.L.C.

“L.L.C.normally standsfor Lim-
ited Liability Company,” Curtis
said, “but in this case, it stands for
lotsof love, Curtis.”

A third-generation Sherman
County resident, Curtissaid both of
his grandparents were homestead-
ershere. Hisfather was abuilding
contractor from 1928-65.

Hurd built his and Beverly’s
homein the’60s and has added on
since. Hehasmadeaworkshopthat
formerly was a playroom for the
kids, a television room and his
wife'soffice. It'salwaysevolving,
hesaid.

Hurd served onthecity commis-
sionfor four yearsbeforebeing de-
featedintheApril 2003 election. He
servesontheboard of the Sherman
County Historical Society.

Hehasmadeaproposal tothehis-
torical society for therestorati on of
spindlesontheporchesand ginger-
bread trim to the Ennis-Handy
Houseand planstodonatethelabor
for the project.

Greyhound replacements may brlng service to Goodland

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland Star-News

Greyhound Lines seems deter-
mined to abandon Goodland, but
peoplewho went to atri-state eco-
nomic deveopment meeting last
Friday in Sterling, Colo, heard that
other firmsmay stepin.

Representatives at the Tri-State
Innitiativefor Economic Devel op-
ment meeting learned that Grey-
hound’ srouteplanwashitting even
harder in Colorado and in Ne-
braska, wherethecompnay isclos-
ingall of itsstopsexcept for onesin
Lincoln and Omaha.

Bob Barry, manager and part
owner of the Sinclair station off of
K-27 which isthe Greyhound stop
here, said he learned that the bus
company is pulling out of even
larger stopsin Nebraskaand Colo-
rado. Thefirm saysitwill savemil-
lionsby keeping busesrolling rather
than stopping aong the freeway.

“They’re dropping routes up
there that make more money than
ours,” hesaid.

Carolyn Applegate, Sherman
County Economic Development
director, said the Main discussion
was not about routes on I nterstate

70, but about the loss of routesin
northern Colorado and into Ne-
braska. She said the transportation
problem is greater for many com-
munities north of Goodland. Al-
though we worry most about our
town, she said, Nebraskamay face
more of ahardship.

Barry said Greyhoundisactually
increasing runs along 1-70 while
eliminating the stops. He said cut-
ting stopswill helpthe company to
streamlineitsroutesand offer faster
times.

“From what everybody said,”
Barry said. “ Greyhound madetheir

decision and it wasn’t going to
change.”

The cut will affect several busi-
nessintownthat receive shipments
from the buses, he said, and the
Sinclair stationwill lose sales.

“It generates me three, four or
five hundred dollars per month in
income,” Barry said, “plus what
passengers spend. Somedays | get
alot of incomefromit.”

Although he has little hope of
keepingthebusservice, Barry said
he is optimistic that he can find a
way to offer transportation to and
from Goodland.

School board approves $7 million budget

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland School Board ap-
proved a$7 million proposed bud-
get for the 2004-2005 school year
Monday night and set apublic hear-
ing for noon Tuesday, Aug. 10.

The hearing will be held at the
district office, 1312 Main Ave. A
copy of thebudget ison Page 12 of
today’s Goodland Star-News.

Thetotal budget is $7,079,028,
which is $213,704 less than last
year. Declining enrollment is the
major reason for thedrop, said Su-
perintendent Marvin Selby.

Thebudget providesfor 84teach-
ersnextyear, four lessthanlast. The
positionsincludeoneeachinmusic,
American history, physical educa-
tion and third grade.

Selby said another factor affect-
ing the budget is that state has not
raised the base spending allowed
per student since the 2001-2002
school year, when it was $3,870.
The amount was cut to $3,863 | ast
year andwill remaintherenext year.

People who want to raise objec-
tions to the budget or who have
questions are invited to attend the
hearing and tell the school board,
said Selby. People canlook acopy
of thedetailed budget at thedistrict
office, he said, and copies will be

availableat the hearing.

Sharon Gregory, principal at
Central Elementary School, who
also oversees the district’s testing
assessment program, reportedat the
meetingMonday that all five Good-
land schools and the district as a
wholeachievedtheir goalsfor “ ad-
equateyearly progress’ inall areas
this year. The progress reports are
required by the federal No Child
Left Behind Act, which includes
penalties for schools that do not
meet standards.

Gregory said part of the reason
for the district’s successisthat the
studentsworked hard ontheir prob-
lem-solving skills. Shesaidthestu-
dentstook advantageof thepractice
tests that are available on the
Internet, using the same format as
theactual tests.

Thisallowed studentsto become
confident in their ability to usethe
toolsavailablewith thetest, which
hel ped them focus on the problem
rather than be distracted trying to
figureout howtousethetools. Gre-
gory said overall the students did
well but there are some areas that
need work.

Selby said he was pleased with
theresults.

“Sharon has done agreat job in
working with the staff to help pre-

pare the students for the tests,” he
said. “ Shealso hasdoneagoodjob
workingwiththeteacherstoensure
that state standardsare met.”

Selby said progress has to con-
tinue.

“Thebar will goup,” hesaid.

In the superintendent’s report,
Selby said someleakshad beenre-
ported in the roof at West Elemen-
tary, which is under warranty. He
said Roof Mastersout of Colby, rep-
resenting the contractor, came out
for aninspection Monday and later
madetherepairs.

Selby also asked the board if he
could look into building a green-
house over the band room in the
northeast corner of thehighschool.
Thefirst questiontobeansweredis
whether that part of the building
will support a greenhouse. Selby
said hewill contact Glen Strait, an
architect out of Colby, to examine
thesupport structure. Straitwasthe

architect for the additions to the
Max Jones Fieldhouse and the re-
modeling of thehigh school science
department.

The greenhouse would be used
by the science department for
school projects.

In other business, the board:

«VVoted unanimously tohireVicki
Killingsworth ashead cook at Cen-
tral Elementary, Jann Gillespie as
thehead cook at Grant Junior High,
Julie Roanne as a three-hour cook
at Grant, ElaineLawson asathree-
hour cook at North Elementary and
Ken Sirutaasabusdriver.

* Decided to have a “back-to-
school” breakfast thisyear, instead
of adinner. The breakfast will at 8
a.m. Tuesday, Aug 24, at the high
school cafeteria.

The meeting, which started at 7
p.m., adjourned at 8:25. The next
regular meetingwill be7 p.m.Mon-
day,Aug. 9, at thedistrict office.
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Applegate said several buscom-
panies, including Burlington Trail-
ways, Arrow Stagelinesand Coach
USA, attended thetri-statemeeting
and oneof themmay pick upservice
where Greyhound | eft off.

Barry said at the session he met
Lea Holtorf, who runs Dashabout
Roadrunner, a by-appointment-
only scheduled shuttle service. He
said she makes regular trips to
Children’s Hospital and the Vet-
eran’s Administration Hospital in
Denver. Although she does not
carry any freight, shetold him she
waswilling to stop intown to pick

corrections

up passengers who call and make
reservations 24 hours ahead.

Barry said he also was looking
into starting up hisown shuttle ser-
vicethrough the Sinclair Station.

“We've got a couple of things
we'reworkingon,” hesaid. “It de-
pends on how much feedback we
get.”

Since the station already has ¢
permit for tow trucks, he said, add-
ing ashuttle bus might be easy. He
saidthey arejusttoyingwithdiffer-
ent ideasto seewhat might work.

“We'll get something going,”
Barry said. “I’msure.”

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall

our office at (785) 899-2338 to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair and factual.

New Listing

613 West 9th...This quaint home has been totally updated! New
thermal pane windows, new central heat and air, new exterior
doors, new carpet, dishwasher, double oven, cooktop, newer re-
frigerator, new vanity and sink in bath plus new privacy fence
and 24x42’ metal garage. Open floor plan with large living room,
dining room, kitchen, 2 bedrooms and bath. $55,000. Please call
Donna Moore to take a look at this “ready-to-move-into” home!

531 West 10th...

Spacious 2 story
home with partial
|| basement. Main
floor has formal
living room, family
E room, dining room,
#1 Kkitchen with stove
and dishwasher,

room, bath and huge 13.6’ x 24’ master bedroom. The second floor
offers 3 more bedrooms and a full bath. Some of the extras include
big garage, new roof, new fence, some new windows and carpet.
$90,000. Please let Donna Moore show you this home!

large laundry

117 East 5th....Here’s the chance to have your own inground pool
for those hot summer days! Brick home with 4 bedrooms, 2 baths,
finished basement, double car attached garage plus shop area.
$90,000. Please ask Donna to show you this home today!
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Cynthia Butts, 899-3944; Donna M oor e 899-6159.
RICHARDSON’S HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.

=) 1023 Main » Goodland, KS 67735
" 785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426
OR E-MAIL US AT: homestead@eaglecom.net
Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com

MLS.




