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from our viewpoint...

Governor 1sn't clear
on how cuts hurt

When Gov. Kathleen Sebeliusvisited last week, it was pretty
clear she did not have much of ahandle on how the state affects
rural Kansas.

Shetriedtosay therightthings, asstateofficialsusually dowhen
they come out here, but when people had tough questions, she
didn’t have muchintheway of answers.

She'snot theonly one. M ost peoplecomingfromtherelatively
prosperousbelt along the state’ sfreewaysin eastern Kansasfor-
get that 80 percent of the state doesnot sharein their growth and
wealth.

Our counties are dying. Our people are leaving. Our Main
Streetsare folding up. Our schoolsare shrinking. Jobsflee, and
no onewantsto move here.

It'snot just northwest Kansas. It’ sthe northeast, the southeast,
thenorthcentral, much of thesouthwest, pretty muchall over. Any
county without an Interstate highway or amajor stateinstitution
hasasick economy and a shrinking population base.

Townsaredying out here. Whol e counties may be next.

Just what isthe problem?

It'scomplicated. It's not even the state’sfault, but the stateis
not doing muchtohelp, andwhat littleit doesoftenisnegated by
— thestate. The popul ation decline hasbeen going onfor acen-
tury, fueledinpart by federal farm policy andtheeconomictrends
for automation, consolidation and efficiency.

Thoseareimmutablelaws. Wehaveto have something besides
farmingtosurvive.

Economic development officials cometo rural Kansas often,
and they always say they are hereto help us. Gov. Sebeliusand
her team have been on the bandwagon, but so have their prede-
CEssOors.

Not much has happened.

The state comesin, triesto help attract business here. The ef-
fort is sincere. But while the economic devel opment agencies
attract afew jobs, other state agenciestakejobsaway.

TheHighway Patrol closed all itssmall-town dispatch offices.
No jobs were cut. No money saved to speak of. Some troopers
would arguethat service got worse, not better.

Same with the Department of Social and Rehabilitation Ser-
vices. Managers thought is inefficient to have offices scattered
al over the state, so they closed most of them.

Jobswereshiftedtolarger towns, andinthenext round, will be
shiftedtostill larger towns. Thegovernor answeredrather lamely
that it was not meant to cut jobs, just offices.

But three people who used to work and live in Oberlin do not
have jobs here. Offices were closed in St. Francis and Atwood
and, eventually, Norton. No onewho fillsthemin thefuturewill
liveout here.

That’sthe problem, governor. When it comesto helping rural
Kansas, the state often isits own worst enemy. And ours.

Createafew jobs. Give usaloan program. Help business ex-
pand. ThentheRevenue Department decidesweneed afancy new
salestax scheme, and the cost drivesjobs away.

To save money, state departments contract whole bureaus out
of state, though thework could be donein Kansas.

Those are jobs that could be done in rural Kansas, and if the
stateisgoing to spend the money, why not spend it here?

Isn't it about time the state of Kansas got its act together and
examined each move it makesin the light of how it affects our
economy, asastate and especialy, the starving rural areas?

Wethink so. We' Il havemoreto say next week. —SeveHaynes
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New kitten spends night up a tree

| blame Steve'ssister Barbarafor the new kit-
ten.

Barb liveson afarm near Emporia. She likes
cats and tries to keep a couple in the house and
four to six in the horse barn to keep the rodent
populationin check.

She was having troubl e keeping cats because
the local coyote population found the felines a
tasty treat. Sheeven lost oneto abobcat.

Barb started putting the cats in the barn each
night and sol ved thecoyoteproblem, but between
horses, hushand, son and spring garden, shefor-
got something. Sheforgot that she had threefe-
malecats.

Now shehasfivecatsand 15 kittens. The cats
all havedatesto seethevet but, inthemeantime,
shehaslotsof kittensto give away.

Sheasked meabout takingakitten. | heartlessly
suggested aclassifiedintheEmporianewspaper.

She invited youngest daughter Lindsay to
comefor agoing-away visit. Sheismovingfrom
Lawrenceto South Carolinanext week andwon't
bearound any more.

Lindsay returned from thefarmwithabundle
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of fur that her other catshated onsight.

Weassured her that adult catsalwayshatekit-
tens. Infact, most catsarepretty territorial. They
hateany new cat you bringintothehouse. We' ve
had April Alice for almost three years, and she
andMolly Monster still maintainanarmedtruce.

Thefirst problemwasto namethenewcomer.
Barbaracalled her Fluffy because sheis.

Lindsay felt that was alittle simple and was
searching for a better name when we came to
visit. | suggested Aphrodite, Diane or Athena.
Sheliked the goddess names, but went with her
brother’s suggestion of Penelope.

Penelope is a cute little monster who attacks
the older cats every timetheir backs are turned.
However, thenew kittenalmost got lost 1 ast week.

Lindsay had her outside to show her off to a

neighbor whenaloud car droveby and thekitten
took off. First shewent under acar, then another
cat chased her under afenceandthrough ahedge.
Sinceit wasabout 11 p.m., Lindsay gave up af -
ter about half an hour of searching with aflash-
light and calling.

Inthemorning, shewent out againand | ooked
where she thought the cat had been. She could
hear her but not see her. Finally, she looked up,
and therewas Penel ope about 15 feet up atree.

Lindsay saidsheconsideredtryingtoclimbthe
tree but decided that evenif she could get all the
way uptothecat, it might betoughto hang onto
thekitten and thetree on theway back down.

She called a friend with a tall ladder and
Penel ope was soon back on the ground.

| don’t think that little cat will be back outside
anytime soon, at |east not without acat carrier.

I’mjust glad shegot her cat back. Withthe ad-
ditionof Penelope, thefamily cat complementis
back upto 10. Steveand | havetwo, both daugh-
tershavethree each and son hasapair.

It suredoestakethepressure off meto get that
third cat.

Column may | not be the whole truth

TotheEditor:

A friend shared Sharon Corcoran’s July 13
column with me. Sharon apparently writes
from the Jehovah Witness perspective, and so
isanxiousto show that Jesusas*“son” of God
isnot God. She warns that Christians should
becareful tolearnthetruthfor themselvesand
not just “rely onwhat othershave alwaystold
them.” 1'd like to assure Ms. Corcoran that
what other Jehovah’s Witnesses have always
told her isnot thewholetruth.

TheJehovah' sWitnesses, for exampl e, teach
that before he became a man, Jesus was the
archangel Michael, although there is not a
shred of support for suchaview intheBible.

TheJehovah' sWitnessesteachthat at death,
thehuman soul compl etely perishesalongwith
thebody, althoughtheBibleclearly teachesthe
opposite. Witnessesarethereforehard pressed
to explain how the departed soul of Samuel
could have spoken to Saul (1 Samuel 28:15),
or how the souls of the departed cry out from
under the heavenly altar (Revelation 6:9-10),
or how Jesushimself wasabletoconversewith
thedeparted soulsof Mosesand Elijahinfront
of hisdisciples(L uke9:28-36) or preachtothe
departed soulsinthe* prison” of Hades (1 Pe-
ter 3:18-20).

Astotheequality of JesusasSon of Godwith
God the Father, | noticed that Ms. Corcoran
carefully editedthewordsof Colossians 1. Part
of what sheedited outisthis: “Heisbeforeall
things, andin himall thingshold together. He
isthe head of the body, the church; heisthe
beginning, thefirst-bornfromthedead, thatin
everythinghemight bepre-eminent. Forinhim
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell
(Col. 1:17-19). Heis" beforeall things.” What
existedbefore"al things’ ?0nly God himsalf.
Paul’ sphrasethat Jesusis*“thefirstborn of al
creation” means, asthe historic creeds put it,
that heistheFirstborn Son* begotten” fromthe
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very being of God himself before anything of
creation was made. In other words, the Son
shares essence and eternity with the Father.
Even in the created world, what son is there
who doesnot sharetheessential being and na-
ture of thefather who begot him?

The phrase “the firstborn of all creation”
cannot mean that St. Paul considered Jesus
some sort of lesser demi-god, as Ms. Corco-
ranand other Witnessessuggest. For if welook
at Paul’sentireletter to the Colossians (not to
mention his other letters), Paul’s teaching is
clear. In the very next chapter of Colossians,
forexample, wefindthis: “ Seetoitthatnoone
makesaprey of you by philosophy and empty
deceit, according to human tradition, accord-
ingtotheel emental spiritsof theuniverse, and
not according to Christ. For in him thewhole
fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have
cometofullnessof lifeinhim, whoisthehead
of all ruleand authority (2:8-10). The“whole
fullness of deity” has never dweltin Michael
thearchangel, nor any other createdbeing. The
whole fullness of God is possessed only by
God himself, and it was God'sdivinity, inthe
person of hisequally divine Son, that took on
human flesh fromtheVirgin Mary.

Interestingly, Ms. Corcoran quotes two
versesfrom St. John referring to the fact that
the Father spoke directly to them through his
Son. Shewould do well toread therest of the
Gospel of John carefully. For whileinhisin-
carnatehumanlifeJesuscouldrightly say “the
Fatherisgreaterthan!” (John 14:28), sincehe
was at that moment limited in the time and

space of his human life, in the same Gospel
Jesus says “| and the Father are one” (John
10:30). And just before promising to send his
disciplesthegift of theHoly Spirit, Jesussays,
“Hewho hasseen mehasseen the Father; how
canyou say, ‘ Show usthe Father? Do you not
believethat | amintheFather andtheFatherin
me? Thewordsthat | say toyou | do not speak
onmy ownauthority; but the Father who dwel | <
in me does hisworks. Believe methat | amin
the Father and the Father inme; or elsebelieve
mefor thesakeof theworksthemselves” (John
14:9-11).

Noticetherepetition, referringtohimself, of
thewords" | am.” AnyonewhoknowstheBible
knowsthat thosetwo words arethe holy name
of God himself (Exodus 3:14). No Jew woulc
dare use those two words to refer to himself.
Yet Jesus said exactly this: “Before Abraham
was, | am” (John 8:58). When he said this, the
crowd threw stonesat him for blasphemy, for
using of himself the holy name of God. That’s
why they killed him.

Whenthepeopl ecriticized Jesusfor healing
aman on the Sabbath, * Jesus answered them,
“My Fatherisworkingstill,and | amworking.”
Thiswaswhy the Jews sought all the moreto
kill him, becausehenot only brokethesabbath
but al so called God hisFather, making himsel f
equal with God” (John 5:17-18). Equal with
God. How isthat unclear?

If welook truthfully at the Bibleasawhole,
thereisno doubt it teachesthat as Son of God,
Jesus sharesthe very being of God and equal-
ity with hisFather. Theonly way to avoid that
conclusionistodoasMs. Corcorandid, totake
versesout of their context andthen edit out parts
of versesin order to make the scripture say
something other than what it actually says.

Father John Spencer

St. James Episcopal Church

Hopewsell, 111.
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