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‘Bike Across Kansas’ provides special memories for father, sons

Some kids may have whiled
away the summer playing video
games or mowing lawns, but Jay
Cotter pedaled hisway tosomelife-
long memories.

Jay, a seventh grader at Grant
Junior High School and his father
Rob were among more than 850
cyclistswho rode thelength of the
state in this year’s “Bike Across
Kansas’ June5-12.

The event is arecreational and
social rally for cyclists, organizers
say, not araceor endurancecontest.
Thecyclistsstart out fromtheColo-
rado border and head east to the
Missouri border. The trip takes
eight days and covers about 470
miles. Thegroup averagesabout 60
milesaday.

Cyclistsusually spentthenight at
afacility with showersin the city
where they stopped, usually
schools. There they can rest, eat,
make repairs and bed down for the
night or pitch atent if room inside
was not available. Personal gear is
transported for the cyclists and
availableto them each night.

Thisyear, theridestartedonU.S.
40 near M ount Sunflower and spent
itsfirst nightin Sharon Springs. The
next day, the cyclists went to
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Oakley, from there they took U.S.
83 north then headed east on U.S.
24, stopping for their third nightin

Hill City.
Thenext day, thebikersstayedon
U.S. 24toOshorne. Fromthere, the

Rob Cotter (rightin left photo) stopped for a break with his son Jay
during the 2004 “Bike Across Kansas” event in June. Cotter and
his oldest son Tom (right in above photo) did the rally together in
1997. Cotter has cycled in every rally since 1996, except for 2003
when he was involved with Tom'’s graduation from high school.

group headed south on U.S. 281,
turning east on K-18 and stopping
in Lincoln. Thenext morning, they
continued east on K-18 then south
on K-15, crossing under |-70 then
headed east again to Chapman.

Residents off to Florida to help with relief

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Red Cross
Chapter’semergency responseve-
hicleisonitsway toFloridatohelp
with relief effortsin the aftermath
of Hurricane Charley that struck
over theweekend.

Thistime, though, Molly and Jim
Oliver of Colby aren’t thedrivers.

Molly Oliver said two new driv-
erstrainedearlier thisyear— Frank
Powers of Gove and Amanda
Schmidt of Colby — are on their
way to Tallahasseefor threeweeks
of volunteer efforts. They will help
feed relief workers and people af -
fected by the storm. The two were
part of agroup that trained to help

withdisaster relief around thecoun-
try.

She said thetruck left early Sat-
urday morning for Montgomery,
Ala,, but they weretold to go onto
Floridabecausethenew relief head-
quarters are now in Tallahassee to
be closer to the coast. Once there,
Schmidt and Powers will be as-
signed an areato work.

“They could go anywhere, and
they’ Il work out of that disaster
site,” shesaid.

Thisisthefirst disaster in quite
sometimethe Olivers haven't had
to respond, but Molly Oliver said
they’reglad the areahas morevol-
unteersqualifiedtodrivetheemer-
gency responsevehicle.
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M Show Stopping Deals in
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Online deals starting at $39

1-2 Adults Kids 18 & Under Free, up to 4 per room
- Shows, Shopping and Dining all within walking distance.
| = Visit our website for incredible online savings.

www.leisurehotelsbranson.com/ksd
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“We have mixed emotions,” she
said. “Weareelated and excited for
them and grateful more peoplein
the community cameforward.”

She said Schmidt called Sunday
night and asked her if it would be
possible to stay longer than three
weeksto help.

Sesaidtheir supervisor might let
them because the hurricane is one

of thebiggest disasterssincethecall
up for the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attack.

Becauseof thescopeof thedisas-
ter, she said more volunteers from
theareamight becalleduptodrive
emergency response vehicles al-
ready inFlorida. If they areneeded,
shesaid, they’ll havetofly.

3848 or stop at 109 W. 11th.

“Good Start / Comenzando Bien
Parent Program

the infant/child section of any local business, for those
‘graduating’ after all 8 sessions.
To register and get dates/times contact Cris at 899-

(Made possible by a grant from the American Legacy Foundation)

The Hispanic
Advisory Board will
provide this free bilin-

~ gual program for teen
parents / parents to be
(ages 13-19), created by
the March of Dimes.

The course will be
given in an 8 week
period of 1
1/2 hours each week.

1 Door prizes and
giveaways at each
session with 2-$100 gift
certificate drawings to

surfing the web tonight!
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lower rates for
high speed
digital Internet service.

$1495

Per month. You save an additional
6% by paying *169 for a year.

(This cuts your rate to $14° per month).
Connectwith us, and travel the fast lane on the “information highway.” Get 100percent digital, unlimited Internet access for one low

monthly fee. For a world of on-line opportunities for your home, business or service, call us today. No matter what phone company
you use, we have the fastest lines available for dial-up service. Call us today and our local technical support people can have you

(Rates apply only to customers in Goodland and Colby.)

A six month rate

is available for 89

_—/nwkansas.com

Goodland Star-News 1205 Main, Goodland, Kan., 67735« 785 899-2338
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The group headed northeast
through Fort Riley and Manhattan,
spending the next night in St.
Mary’s. FromthereitswasU.S. 24
east to Lawrence, then onthefinal
day northeast to L eavenworth, fin-

ishing onthebanksof theMissouri
River.

Thiswasthe 30th year for “Bike
AcrossKansas’ and the eighth for
Rob, whose first trip was in 1996.
ThiswasJay’sfirsttrip.1n1997, his
older brother Tom made the trip
withtheir father.

“It was areal special treat to be
abletodowithbothsons,” said Rob.
“Itwasachancetobeal onewiththe
kidsand havealot of fun.”

Rob said he started cycling after
he stopped smoking about 10 years
ago. Hesaid hefindsit relaxing anc
now doesit for fun.

Forthepast 19yearsRob, a1982
graduateof theUniversity of South
Dakota, hasbeen asocial worker at
the Good Samaritan Center in
Goodland.

Tomisa2003 graduate of Good-
land High School,, whereheplayed
football and ran track for the Cow-
boys. He will be a sophomore at
Kansas State University this year
studying kinesiology. Rob said Jay
plansto play football for the Grant
Mustangsthis season.

Registration for the 2005 rally
startsnext January; for information
go to www.bak.com.
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McCracken

. Aug. 21 - 22 (Sunkist, Rosa)

Sept. 4, 5 and 6 (Albertas)

N
Peaches

will be at Short & Son
8am.-?
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Crossword
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15. Daniel —, French composer
16. A way tolook

17. Party offering

20. Word element meaning ear
21. Mauna—, Hawaiian volcano
22. First Chinese dynasty

23. Mutilated

25. Protective outer layer

29. Debate

30.Arrived

33. Aflat cushion or mat

34. A tributary of the MobileRiver
37. Capital of Yemen

38. Irrelevant

41. Harelike rodent of the pampas of
Argentina

42. Braids

43. Macaws

44, Brewed from malt and hops
45. Inaway, altered

49. Northwest German river
51. Flop

53. Chance

56. Possess

57. Brother

58. Bing Crosby song

63. Used esp. of vegetation

64. Roadway

65. Lot

66. Social gatherings

67. Caught sight of

68. lvantheTerrible, for one

CLUESDOWN

1. Washington city

2. A visible personification of an ab-
stract quality

38 39
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43

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 (59 |60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68
CLUESACROSS 3. 7thlongestriverinAsia

1. Gentle 4. Before

5. Genusof treeshaving 5. Type of outrigger
ediblenuts 6. Wild sheep of northern Africa
10. Picasso’s mistress 7. Baseball stat
14. Stateclearly 8. Expresses contempt or disgust

9. Areaunits
10. Unitsof metrical time
11. The length of time something (or
someone) has existed
12. Flower petals
13. Radioactivity unit
18. Hereditary gene
19. Advance evidencefor
24. Fruittree
26. Traverse
27. Chinese dynasty (618-907)
28. Oklahomacity
30. Pole (Scottish)
31. lowacity
32. Netherlandsriver
35. Wager
36. Diameter of atube
37.Aplant fiber
38. Hurry
39. Macaw genus
40. Part of theeye
41.Yap
44. Two-masted vessel square-rigged
on both masts
46. Civiliandresses
47. Print errors
48. Costlier
50. Seaeagles
51. Andrew —, Union commander
52. With bristles
54. Gentlemen
55. Door handle
58. Sino-Soviet block, abbr.
59. Used informally; very small
60. Anger
61. Visual metaphor (computers)

62. Very fast airplane
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This puzzle sponsored by:

dinein 1803 Cherry
z A cary-out Goodland, Kan.
’.z.- delivery 67735

899-3661




