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New way to process checks here to stay

Dear Attorney General Phill
Kline:

My local bank recently informed
me that beginning October 28,
2004, my canceled checks will no
longer be returned to me. Issuch
practicean individual bank policy,
or isthisanationwidetrend?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

President GeorgeW. Bushsigned
The Check Clearing for the 21st
CenturyAct, better knownasCheck
21, into law on Oct. 28, 2003. The
Federal ReserveBank began advo-
cating for this legislation shortly
after theterrorist attacksof Sept. 11,
2001.

Check 21 allowsbanksto process
checksby scanningthemwith com-
puters rather than by the now anti-
quated process of funneling theac-
tual paper checksthrough the Fed-
eral Reserve. Under the now-out-

Microloan

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Four completed micro loans to-
taling $55,000 have been com-
pleted in Sherman County, and
Commissioner Kevin Rasuresaid at
ameeting Tuesday that two appli-
cations should be ready to review
beforethe program expires.

Micro loans have been made to
hel p start or expand four busi nesses,
Reynaldo’s, Scooters, J&K Radia-
tor and Sunflower Computer. Ra-
suresaidthetwo applicationsshould
beready for review later thisweek.

The program began over two
years ago when Sherman County
received a grant for $100,000 to
provide micro loans of up to
$15,000 to small businesses. The
grant is administered through the
Northwest Kansas Planning and
Development Commission out of
Hill City, with $10,000 to go for
administrative costs.

Rasure said when the loans are
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dated system, abusinesshad to de-
posit their customer’s check into
their bank, which then sent that pa-
per check to the Federal Reserve
Bank in their district. The Federal
Reserve then forwarded that same
paper check onto the Federal Re-
serveBank inthedistrict wherethe
customer’s bank account was lo-
cated. Thesecond Federal Reserve
Bank in this chain then had to ten-
der thesamepaper check tothebank
of theconsumer. Thenthefinal (of-
tenfourth) bank handlingthecheck
transferred the payment to the
payee’'saccount.
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Scanning technol -
ogy rendersthischeck
transfer system essen-
tially paperless. It
speeds the process up.
Thisimprovement in
thetiming of thetrans-
actions causes some
consumers grief since writing
checks on an insufficient account,
in hopes of beating the check back
tothebank, isnolonger an option.

Though many banks and credit
unions currently process checks
electronically, Check 21 will en-
courage al banksto movein this
direction.

What that means for the con-
sumer isthat theday of thereturned,
processed check will soon be be-
hind us. Rather than travel through
the system from the business
owner’s bank to the customer’s

bank and thenback totheconsumer,
most checks are now shredded af -
terthey areimaged”, or turnedinto
an electronic check by scanning.
And what once took many daysto
process can now be completed in
mere seconds over the Internet.

If youarestill receiving copiesof
canceled checks that will most
likely cometo an end on or before
Oct. 28. If you are now writing
checksinhopesof puttingthefunds
inthebank beforethecheck clears,
itistimetorethink that practicebe-
cause the “floating period” you
onceenjoyedisquickly disappear-
ing.

Thenew Check 21 law hasmore
than a few consumer protections
builtin, many of whichseektosolve
theproblemsgeneratedif andwhen
checks are incorrectly processed.
Any errors noted on your bank

statement should be brought to the
attention of thebank, inwriting, in
atimely fashion.

Though most new things take
some getting used to, it isthe hope
of thefederal governmentisCheck
21 will provide better security and
processing of your financial trans-
actions.

Attorney General Phill Klineof-
fersthispublic serviceto help you
avoid becoming a victim of con-
sumer fraud. Although some of the
details have been changed, the
casesappearinginthiscolumnare
based onactual complaintsor ques-
tions. For further informationor to
fileacomplaint, pleasewriteAttor-
ney General Phill Kline, Consumer
Protection Division, 120 SW 10th
Ave., Topeka, Kansas66612, or call
the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310.

report: Four completed, two to be approved

completed, thecounty will not have
used all the $90,000, but will be
close.

Astheseloansarepaid back, the
money will gointoarevolvingloan
fundin Sherman County whichcan
beloaned out again, he said.

Carolyn Applegate, county eco-
nomic development director, re-
ported that her officehashanded out
50microloanapplications. Shesaid
whenthemoney isloanedout again,
the county can simplify the state-
required paperwork, which has
been a problem for many of those
whotook out applications.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

»ApprovedabidfromHurd Con-
structionfor $1,070tobuildshelves
intheregister of deedsoffice. Reg-
ister Carol Armstrong brought two
bids to the commissioners. The
other wasfromNemechek Cabinets
for $1,631. Armstrong said she
would get the shelves built a soon

as possible because she is out of
room to store the books.

* Approved anew operating plan
for theconstructionand demolition
pit at thetransfer station. Curt Way,
publicworksdirector, saidthestate
isrequiringthenew plan, andthere
isa$250fillingfee. Hesaidthenew
plan includes digging two contact
water pondsinthecell, andthiswill
requiretheroadtobemoved. Asked
by thecommissionershow longthe
cell will last, Way said he believes
it could last eight years, and might
stretchto 10. Hesaid whenthisone
isfull, thecounty will diganew pit
onlandtotheeast.

» CommissionersChuck Thomas

and Rasure approved a bid from
Tiede Terracing, owned by Com-
mission ChairmanMitch Tiede, for
$2,800 to repair terraces that
washed out near the new landfill
southwest of thecity.

Thomas said he had called an-
other dirt contractor in the county,
but thepersondidnot feel hehadthe
time or the right equipment to
handlethejob. Way saidthecounty
could rent the equipment to do the
job, but that it would cost morethan
thebid. Rasuresaid hefeltitwasa
reasonabl e price and that the work
needsto bedone.

Thomas made the motion, sec-
onded by Rasure. Because of the

Internet tonight!
899-2338

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

conflict of interest, Tiede was ab-
sent for thediscussionandthevote.

* Held a closed session for 10
minutes on personnel. No action
wastakenwhenthecommissioners
returned to open session.

The next commission meeting
will be8a.m. onTuesday, Aug. 31.
Atthat meetingthecommissioners
will review thebudget and setit for
ahearing in September. The meet-
ing adjourned at 10:10 a.m.

matters of record

Real Estate

Thefollowingreal estatetransac-
tionswerereported by the Sherman
County Register of Deeds:

Marshall and Samantha Siruta tc
Kanorado Development Corp., Lot 16,
Block 4, Original Town of Kanorado.

BPC1998-A KS, LLC, of Fulton
County, Ga. to Prairie Sky Capital,
LLCatractof landinthe SW/4, Sec.
30, T8S, R39W.

Theresa C. and Charles R.
Luckert, trustees of the Theresa C.
Luckerttrustto Deseret Trust Com-
pany, as trustee of trust 02-50899,
the SW/4, Sec. 32, T6S, R37W.

Ken Eland, intermediary for
CharlesR. and TheresaC. Luckert,
to Charles R. and Theresa C.
Luckert al of Sec. 22, T9S, R37W.

Steveand Anne-Marie Bobst, of
DouglasCounty, Wash. to Michael
V. and C. Jeanette Foust, trusteesof
theMichael V. Foust Defined Ben-
efit Plan, Lots 1 and 2, Block 64,
Subdivision of BlockstotheOrigi-
na Town of Goodland.

DallasRice, of Colorado, to John
Paul Gregory William, Lot 14 less
the north four feet seven inches,
Block 4, SharpsAdditiontotheCity
of Goodland.

Carol J. and Larry L. Butler,
Twila J. and Melvin Duane
ShaplandtoRonald D. andApril B.
Curtisthe east 70 feet of the south
half of Lot 10, the east 70 feet of
Lots 11 and 12, Block 24, Second
Addition to the City of Goodland.

A & AReeh Farms, LLCto Eve
E. Cahoj, trusteeof theEvaE. Cahoj
livingtrust, the SW/4, Sec. 35, T6S,
R37W.
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Splattstoesser
will be 80 on August 23, 2004! o

Help us celebrate wi

card on the occasion of her 80th birthday.

th her by sending her a

Please Send Birthday Greetings To:

&l Esther Splattstoesser 1721
214 West 9th « Goodland, KS 67735
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Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.
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Fall Harvestlng Wanted

Wade Dishman
1736 Evans Rd
Wichita Falls,
Tx 76305

Dishman Harvesting
Service Truck 940-733-1713
Cell 940-631-8457

- Tommy Dishman
1878 Evans Rd
s Wichita Falls, Tx

Home 940-767-0713
Cell 940-781-3324

PRO FLOOR
CARE

Save $$$$

Spring Carpet Cleaning Discounts

Steam Carpet & Upholstery Clean-

ing Specialists « Commercial/Resi-

dential « Advanced Power Cleaning

Methods « Truck Mount Power « Fast

Drying Time

We don't cut corners we clean them!
Free estimates

Office 785-462-8313

Mobile 785-443-1091

Toll Free 1-800-473-4138

Spring discounts not valid with any other offers

Rex Smith, owner

eIrrigation or domestic drilling or pump service

*Pressure tanks
eIrrigation well acid

*Gearhead (new or used)

785-899-6302

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium -
Custom
Tailoring

by Marie

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6
120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.
785-890-3510

p& D B“ﬂde,.s

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

American Financial Group

Associated with Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB

Campbell Strategic Allocation

Fu
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650 N. Grant
Colby, Kan.

785-462-6995 or 1-

Serving hundreds of satisfied
customers for over 10 years. Since 1994.

A Big Thank You

to our Cu

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

NEW SYSTEM
WINDOW

Preolessiocnal

EANING

Commercial - Residential
Free Estimates

800-611-6735

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Hot Brush

Auto Hall Damage Repair
“Paintless Dent Removal”

* Locally owned and owner operated
* In business nine years

* NO painting - preserve the factory

finish of your car or truck CAR PERFECT
* Free Estimates « Mobile Service RR 2 Box 93

* Recommended by major insurance companies ¢t Franci s, Kansas 67756

« Wework with all local insurance agents 785-332-8930 303-378-7018

« Windshield Chip Repair  Toll Free1-:877-206-2631

Will be closing to all new investors in the next few months.
This is one of our premier Managed Futures Funds. This advi-
sory firm has outperformed the “S&P 500" for the last 31 years.
It is for serious investors only, with a minimum of 100,000 to
invest.

For more details please call and take advantage of this great

Opportun |ty while it lasts. #as always, Past performance is not indicative of future
results.

Now with two locations to better serve you.

Mike van Maarth
470 14th St.
Burlington, Co.

719-346-9435

Sheryl Davis
1109 Main Avenue
Goodland, Kan.
719-890-6942

www.lamerican-financial.com

stomers!!!

Marty Church
“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME ¢ CAR * FARM + BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

SHELTER
INSURANCE

e
¥ “-\_"-.._

Star-News
Classifieds
work!
Call
899-2338

Colorad Peaches

Cotact
Colleen or Steve Duell
899-5888




