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County may raise property tax 2 percent

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Thepreliminary budget probably
wouldrai sethecounty property tax
rateby 1.32 mills, or about 2.2 per-
cent, County Clerk Janet Rumpel
told Sherman County commission-
ersat their meeting Tuesday.

Last year, the county had an in-
creaseof about 10 mills, or about 20
percent,intherural property tax rate.
Thetotal county tax levy was58.673
millsplus5.164fortherural firedis-
trict. Rumpel said the new tax levy
would be 59.991 and thefirewould
be 3.469, and that would mean ato-
tal drop in county property taxes.

Shesaidthetotal of thetwo prop-
erty tax levys will drop, and the
people in the city will not see the
rural firedistrict tax levy.

Rumpel said shehadincluded all
the budgets from the departments,
and nothing had jumped up higher
than expected. She told the com-
missioners she had put $60,000 in
the bond and interest fund in case
they wereplanningtodo somework
on the county buildings.

Shementionedthebrick work on
the courthouse which has not been
done, work on the former South-
west Bell building thecounty owns.

“Therewould be enough money
to put them all together into one
bond,” shesaid.

Commission Chairman Mitch
Tiede said it would be possiblefor
thecounty todo someof theprojects
they have been putting off for the
past two yearsand build alittlere-
serve, too.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
said there were other projects the
county needstolook at inthelong
term. Hesaidthecounty needstodo
something about the outside of the
telephonebuilding beforeit begins
tofall down.

Rumpel said she had increased
the amount for asphalt in the road
and bridgebudget, but did not think
it was enough to all the work the
roads need.

Rasure said the county needs to
look at upgrading 8th Street fromK-
27 west to the Country Club road,
andold U.S. 24 needs morework.

On the health services budget,
Rumpel said she had increased
mental health to $35,000 from
$30,000 Hospice to $15,000 from
$10,000 and developmental ser-
vicesto $45,000 from $40,000.

For the Good Samaritan Center,
shesaid, sheput $15,000intocome
out of the health servicesfund and
$30,000in homemaintenance. Ra-
sure said he felt this would be
enough to havethe county pay half
of the cost of anew fire sprinkler
system, estimated at $75,000 to
$90,000.

Rumpel said she alowed atotal
of 5 percent for pay increases, and
that most of the department heads
had used 5 percentintheir budgets.

Rasure said the 5 percent could
cover thetotal cost, “ dependingon
how we actually approach raises.”

“Wemight doit morelikethecity
did,” Commissioner Chuck Tho-
massaid.

“But 5 percent should cover it
al,” Tiedesaid.

On the employee benefit reserve
fund, Rumpel said sheisputtingthe

reimbursement fromthelandfill de-
partment for employee benefit ex-
pensesintothisandit has$100,000.
Shesaidthecounty should get about
$40,000thenext year, whichwould
be added to thisfind.

Looking at the 911 emergency
system, she said the income from
the50 cents-per-line-per-monthtax
should increase next year with the
addition of chargeson cell phones,
but she did not have away to esti-
mate how much. Any extra that
comes in will be put into capital
outlay to help with the cost of new
equipment, shesaid.

Thecommissionerssaidthey felt
comfortable with the budget fig-
ures, andwouldlook them over be-
fore the next meeting on Tuesday,
Aug. 31. At that meeting they will
makeany adjustmentsand set adate
for apublic hearing.

Rumpel saidthebudget hastobe
published 10 daysprior tothehear-
ing, soif they approveitonAug. 31,
it can be published on Friday,
Sept.3, and the hearing could be
held on Tuesday, Sept. 14.

J.C. Penney store introduces new manager

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland Star-News
Amid the shuffle of back-to-
school shoppersand piles

Karen from a store in Wichitato
accept the promotion.

“Wejust got movedinlast week-
end,” hesaid. “It'sbeena

of clothes Monday, the
Goodland J.C. Penney
store had a visit from the
new boss, Stephen Loyd.
“Thisismy first store,”
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longroad.”

Loyd said hiswife, the
former Karen Steinbring,
lived in Oberlin before
they met, so she was ex-

thenew manager said, “ so i cited to move to afamil-

I’'m very excited to be iar place.

here.” —= “It'skind of like com-
Loyd, 48, was named Tovd ing home,” hesaid.

manager for theM cCook, oy Moving from Wichita

Neb., and Goodland to asmall-town storeis

Penney’s stores on June 4. He
moved to McCook with his wife

amost likecoming homefor Loyd,
too.

Internet tonight!
899-2338

“| started in a small town in
Jefferson City, Mo,” he said. “It’s
amost thesame. It'sjust smaller.”

Eventhough he spent the past 10
years in Wichita, he said he has
moved all around the country. He
has worked at stores in Missouri,
Chicago and Lawrence.

“I"'magypsy,” hesaid.

Loyd hasalong history with the
company, spending a quarter of a
century working as senior depart-
ment manager and an assi stant man-
ager.

“1"ve been with the J.C. Penney
company for 25 years,” he said.
“1"m not anewcomer.”

Sofar, hesaidhedoesn’thaveany
big changes in mind for the store
here.

He said employees are cleaning
the store and working on widening
and clearing outislesto makeshop-
pingeasier. Glassonthefront of the
storeisbeing repaired.

Loydsaid hewill beinthe Good-

land storetwo daysaweek, or more
if needed.

“It's whatever they need,” he
said.“| toldthemtojustcall and ||l
behere.”

Even in the transfer from one
manager to another, he said, the
store won the first week of acom-
pany-wide promotional back-to-
school contest for August. Loyd
said each of the employees each
won agift card for beating out 18
other storesin the contest.

“This store hasjust been fantas-
tic,” Loyd said. “We'vegot agreat
team.”

Thestaff isholdingan openhouse
from 10 am. to 3 p.m. Wednesday
inhonor of their new manager. Cof-
feeand cookieswill beservedwhile
visitors get a chance to meet Loyd
and hiswife. Loyd said he looks
forward to working in Goodland
and meeting his customers at the
open house.

“I"'mjust gladtobehere,” hesaid.

Questions raised
about new fire signs

By Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-News

Signs allowing “authorized
personnel only” have appeared
intherural firestationin Good-
land, andtherewasaquestionat
Tuesday’s Sherman County
commissionmeeting about who
isauthorized.

Dennis Bentzinger of Med
Enterprises Fire Extinguisher
said he had noticed the signs,
but figured he was authorized
becausehehad acontractto ser-
vice the county’s fire extin-
guishers.

Commissioners Kevin Ra-
sure and Chuck Thomas said
they did not know anything
about the signs. Commissioner
MitchTiedesaid hethought Fire
Chief Kenny Griffith put the
signs up. The commissioners
agreed Bentzinger would be
authorized because of the
county contract.

Griffith said Thursday anin-
surance company representa-
tiverecommendedthesignsbe-
causeof liability concerns.

“Hesaidthefirestationisnot
a‘public access' building like
the courthouse,” Griffith said.
“Authorized personnel are the
firefightersandthosewhoarein
company of afirefighter.”

Griffith said hedid not know
if signshad been put up in sta-
tionsat Kanorado or Brewster.

Bentzinger said he had keys
and a combination that allows
him access to the fire stations,
and hehashad themsincehebe-
gandoingthefireextinguishers.

“l want tolet you know that |
amsupplyingtheextinguishers
for the fire schools,” he said,
“and | had fire extinguishers
that could havebeenused at the
demolition derby.

“That cost the county about
$200 for the extinguishers used
to put out the car fires.”

Bentzinger went on to com-
plain about recent county pur-
chases of fire saf ety equipment.

“1 haven't got to bid on any-
thing, and | noticed there was
$4,000 spent with my competi-
tor (WeisFire Saf ety Equipment
of Salina).

“When | asked the fire chief,
Kenny Griffith, hetold me‘It's
not my fault. It’s the powers
above.’”

Bentzinger said he had asked
Griffithif thepowersabovewere
PublicWorksManager Curt Way
or Commissioner Tiede.

“I want to keep the cost
down,” Bentzinger said. “ | want
to have a chance to bid on the
equipment.”

Tiede said hedid not know of
anybody above Griffith who
would be the “powers above”
and Way said he had nothing to
dowithorderingfireequipment.
ThatitwasuptoGriffith, hesaid.

“Wecanvisitwithhim,” Com-
missioner Kevin Rasure said.

The other commissioners
agreed and askedto havethefire
chiefs and the fire board put on
the agendafor the Sept. 7 meet-
ing.

Bentzinger said some of the
fire extinguishers in Brewster
weremissing.

Rasure said the county hasan
inventory of what isto bethere
andthey will look into getting it
updated by the new fire chief
there, Mike Schultz.

When thefire board comesto
the meeting, the commissioners
said, all the fire chiefs should
cometo review their operations
and make sure everybody ison
the same page.

HAIL DAMAGE!

We specialize in commercial & residential roofing projects!
Need to contact a professional commercial roofing contracior?

Chambless Roofing will provide you with. . .

® (Quality workmanship and materials
* Reasonable prices. . . we work with your insurance company
* Excellent reputation

* |Miany local references

Call Chambless Roofing 1-800-401-2683

Serving all of Northwest Kansas

We specialize in commercial & residential roofing,
metal roofs, shalke roofs
and large projects!

*Gerard Metal Tile Roofs

* Tamko 3- Tab Asphalt Shingles

*Heritage Dimensional Shingles
*We also do Siding and Windows!

Modified Torch Down

Topps Rubber Coating

and EPDM Rubber

For Steel Roofs

Don't wait until your roof is leaking
Call Chambless Roofing, Inc. today!

o Cedar Shake and Shingle Roofs
oTimberline Shingles

» Tar and Gravel Build-up-roof
*See our ad in the Feist

2004
Cover Your Acres

Thursday ~ August 26, 2004

from 1:00 - 8:00 p.m.
3 miles west of Oberlin, KS on US 36

Overview of the Day...

Dryland Plot - 1 p.m.

Gateway at 3:00 p.m. (in Oberlin)

* Equipment, seed, and chemical

« 20 Corn hybrids * Breakout Sessions
« 18 Grain Sorghum hybrids

« 12 Soybean hybrids dealer displays
« 5 Sunflower hybrids * Meal Provided

« Population study on each crop
« Spacing study on each crop

* Dinner Speaker - Dave Thorell,
KRVN Program Host

2004

Cover Your Acres

Northwest Kansas Crop Residue Alliance

Name:

Address:

Phone:

City, State, Zip:

Early Bird Registration (received BEFORE August 19)

Number Attending: x $15/person* = Total Enclosed $
(*includes proceedings, complimentary hat and supper)

Regular and On-Site Registration (AFTER August 19)

785-899-7000
BE OUR NEXT SATISFIED CUSTOMER

Number Attending: x $25/person**=Total Enclosed $
(*Supper is NOT guaranteed for on-site registration)

Mail registration and check (made payable to NWKS Crop Residue Alliance) to:

Dan Skrdlant (treasurer NWK CRA) « RR 2 Box 67B ¢ Norton, KS 67654




