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from our viewpoint...

Working together
moves project anead

Welcome will wave all along to Goodland’s Main
Mile, thankstothejoint effortsof three Sherman County
agencies. Itisthekind of effort that pullsacommunity
together for progress.

Therewill beastreet full of welcomeflagswavingto
thepeoplewhofill Mainfor theFlatlander Fall Festival
In September, thankstotheeffortsof Dave Branda, who
started the project in the spring. Branda, who ownsthe
Sherman Theater, came up with theideato usethe ex-
isting brackets on downtown light poles for welcome
flagstoupgradethelook of Mainduring special events.

For months, Brandahasbeen putting sampleflagsup
inthe1200block of Mainto givepeopleachanceto see
how they would look. Even when enthusiasm seemed
tobelackingfor theproject, Brandahad plenty. Hekept
plugging away.

Last Tuesday, the Convention and Visitors Board
agreed to pay and third, and Branda reported he had
found away to reduce the total cost of the project by
$500. That night, representatives of the Goodland
Chamber said they were behind the project and that the
flagswould beordered and availablebeforeFlatlanders
on Sept. 24-26.

Thethreegroupshavetheir own areasof responsibil-
ity, but it was good to see them cometogether to move
the project forward.

Having three offices that deal in community promo-
tionmay seemlikeoverkill, buttheConventionandVisi-
torsBureau hasadifferent mission from the Economic
Development Council or the Chamber of Commerce.

Itistruethat at timesthey appear to overlap, and hav-
ingthem cooperateonthesethingshel pskeepthingson
track. When someone makes a contact with one of the
offices, and it could be better handled by another, the
spirit of working together iswhat hel ps get the person
theright help.

With the recent rains and cooler summer, there are
more smiles on people, and the business openings and
continuing effortsto bring morebusi nessesto Sherman
County seem to be showing morethan promise.

Thestatehasconfidenceinthefutureof Aircraft Seal
and Gasket, with the approval of a $50,000 grant for
training. President Herb M enold said hehashired some
new plant people and ismovinginto thetraining stage.
Thefirst set of equipment isup and running, and hehas
an order for 100 rear plane seals for Boeing that will
begin production in Goodland by Sept. 1.

Theconfidenceof workingtogether cantakethiscom-
munity farintothefuture, if wekeepthecooperationgo-
ing. — TomBetz
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Husband away; | didn’t get a thing done

WEell, it happened again. Stevewasgoneall
week and | didn’t get athing done.

Steve spent last week helping youngest
daughter drive to South Carolina, where she
will bein graduate school for the next couple
of years.

Heflew back to K ansasCity on Saturday and
drove home, getting in about midnight.

| hadawholelist of thingstodowhilehewas
onhiscross-country roadtrip. Sincel wouldn’t
haveto worry about taking care of ahusband,
| should have moretime, right?

Thetroubleis Steve pretty much takes care
of himself. He hel pswith the laundry, waters
thelawnandgenerally helpsaroundthehouse.

While he almost never empties the dish-
washer, he does help with the cooking and
hel ps put food away and scrapethe plates.

When he's gone, he expects me to do the
laundry, water thelawnandtakecareof thedog.

| took care of the dog and ate out.

| didn’'t run out of clothes and had changed
thetowel sand sheetsbeforeheleft, sol didn’t
botherwithwashing or folding. Therewerestill
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® Open season

acoupleof basketswith clothesinthemand |
just grabbed underwear and socksout of them.

Theweather acted asif itweregoingtorain,
sol didn’t get thewatering done, either. Then,
of course, itdidn’train.

| did get acouple of two-hour naps, mostly
because| turned the police scanner off.

It seemsthat every timel liedowntotakea
nap, thescanner goesoff. It'sseldomanything
of importance.

Whilewecall thesquawk box apolicescan-
ner, weal sopick upthecounty road crew, train
crews, theambulance and passing truckers.

Stevedoesn' t believeinturning off thescan-
ner. Every six monthsor so it will giveusin-
formationthat weneed— asemitrailer of beer
turning over near town or the police picking

up our dog, which thinks getting loose is a
sport.

But, thisweek, | turnedit off. (Theonly prob-
lemwasl forgot toturnit back on beforehegot
home and got ahusbandly frown.)

Thequiet waswonderful, however.

It's funny how when a person is gone, you
really notice.

Most of thetime| go to bed at 11 p.m. and
Steve comes dragging in about 1 am., long
after I'masleep.

When he's gone, | feel lonely when | go to
bed. Thehouseistooquiet. Eventhecatsseem
tofeel that there's something missing.

Andinthemorning, what doyoudowiththe
other half pot of coffee?

| usually makeafour-cuppot. | drink onecup
and Stevedrinkstherest.

Thefirst day hewasgone, | drankitall. The
secondday | drank my singlecupandthrewthe
rest out. Thethird day, | didn’t bother to make
coffee.

Thank goodness hewasn't gone very long.
I’m not ready to give up caffeineyet.

Difficult to justify our government policies

TotheEditor:

| writethisletter asaK ansanwiththreeyears |

of experience living in the United Kingdom
andIndiaduringatimewhenitisincreasingly

difficult to justify the policies of our govern- |- B

ment to peoplewho havetraditional ly beenour
most steadfast allies.

Conversations with friends abroad have
made it clear that people look to the United
Statesfor leadership. However, | havefdtfirst-
hand how thepoliciesof theBushadministra-
tion have changed thislong-standing admira-
tion and the outpouring of sympathy after 9/
11intosuspicion.

| am surrounded by colleagues and friends
that are sympathetic to the complexity of our
country’s concerns and have been willing to
debate the merits of a unilateralist approach.
Yetitisnow clear that theargumentsfor fight-
ing a pre-emptive war were mischaracter-
izations of intelligence, and that the occupa-

where to write
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tion hasdisregarded international and Ameri-
can conventionsand violated humanrights.

| witness daily how Bush’'s decisionsrein-
forceaperception of Americanarrogancemak-
ing it harder for Americato lead in theworld
and undermining rather than strengthening
America' s security goalsand the safety of its
citizens.

The Bush administration’s short-sighted
pursuit of foreignpolicy objectiveswithadis-
regard for the long-term implications for the
safety of Americans cannot continue.

The United States should retain theright to
defend itself, but the threat of terrorism can-

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767

not be defeated unilaterally.

President Bush was given an extraordinary
opportunity to further thisgoal and wasted it.
Thedamageisnotirreparable, but afundamen-
tal change must be madein our nation’slead-
ership. America must be engaged with its
friendsand alies and live up to our values if
wehopeto createsecurity at homeandwinthe
struggle against global terrorism.

Christopher Hansen

doctoral student in energy policy

Oxford University

Goodland High, 1993

Kansas State, 1998

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages
and welcomeslettersfrom readers. L et-
tersshould be typewritten, and must in-
clude atelephone number and a signa-
ture. Unsigned letters will not be pub-
lished. Form letterswill be rejected, as
will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. Were-
serve theright to edit letters for length
and good taste. We encourage letters,
with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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"HELLO FROM THE FLOOR...

WISH YOU WERE HERE"

Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate
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