4 The Goodland Star-News / Friday, August 27, 2004

from our viewpoint...

Public should know
what officials make

It'snearly timefor Kansasschool districtstopublishtheir
executive salariesagain.

Wewant to servefair noticethat thisnewspaper will once
again print the salariesreported by areadistrictsand com-
parethem with those of other districtsand other public of -
ficials.

Thereporting requirement issort of ascrewball law, but
it'snot abadidea. It originated acouple of yearsagowhen
someone found that an old Kansas law required Kansas
school districts to pay for alegal notice to publish
administrator’s pay.

Therewasmuchwailingand gnashing of teeth, and school
groupstriedtoget thel egid aturetorepeal thelaw. Instead,
itwaschanged sothat districtsonly havetogiveout apress
release with the salaries. It’sup to newspapers and broad-
cast stationswhat to dowithit.

We happen to think it's a healthy thing for the votersto
know what they pay public officials, el ected or appointed.
Salariesof all publicemployeesareopeninformation, and
any citizencangotothecourthouseor theschool officeand
seethem.

In somestates, infact, county and school payroll is pub-
lished eachmonth. Therewoul d benothingwrongwiththat.

One of the things you give up when you take atax-paid
job isacertain amount of privacy. Asapublic employee,
you know when you take a job that you may bein the pub-
liceye, and your salary ispublicinformation.

Wethink it’shardly fair to pick onschool administrators,
though. If their salariesaregoingto beinthepaper, wethink
other public executives— county officials, city adminis-
trators, hospital executives— should bethereaswell.

These people are your employees, your administrators,
running your tax-supported agencies. You pay them; you
deserveto see how much.

School peopleseemtobealittledefensiveabout this, be-
causeonthewhole, they makemorethan most public offi-
cias. They may well beworth it, considering the years of
educationand experiencetheir jobsrequire, and theimpor-
tance of the task they are charged with. That isnot for the
newspaper to decide.

Rather, the voters need to have thisinformation so they
canmakeinformedjudgmentsonwhogetswhat, whoneeds
what and who deserveswhat. Maybe some of the other of -
ficialsareunderpaid.

We planto present the information in an objective man-
ner, and let you, the taxpayers, voters and readers decide
what you think.

Wewon't berevealing any secrets, but unlesssomebody
does the legwork, it’s hard to make comparisons. All the
officialswill get achanceto comment. Thevotersaways
havethefina say.

And that’s how it should be in a democracy. — Steve
Haynes
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Advancements come faster than | can handle

| don’tknow about you, but thingsarechang-
ing toofast for me.

| supposetherehaveawaysbeeninventions,
new ideas, “advancements,” but now they
comefaster than | can handlethem.

Maybe younger people are more versatile,
but somehow | doubt that.

Agedoestendto makeyou setinyour ways,
| suppose, but | know younger peoplewhoa so
complain about constant change. I’m not the
only onewho likes predictability. | supposel
should just accept that the only thing we can
count onischange.

Recently my old laptop computer more or
less gave up the ghost. Therereadlly isn’t that
much wrong with it. The cord that runs from
electricity to the computer isloose and won't
make connectionsany more. It should beeasy
tofix. Atleast, it seemsthat way to my simple
mind. | took it to acomputer repair store.

| started pricing. Am | mistaken, or are
laptop computerstheonly thingsthat haven't
reduced in price asthey have become morea
part of our hahits?

Well, maybel just haven't priced anything
elselately.

Andam | the only onewho remembersgo-
ingtoastoreandjust pointing totheitemyou
want to purchase, paying for it and taking it
home? Now, you haveto listen to someteen-
ager rattleoff al theconfigurationsof the* hard
drive,” the number of “bits” or memory, and
other thingsthat soundlikeaforeignlanguage,

In short, it probably isan easy fix — but a while purposely ignoring thefact that it costs

terribly expensive one.

The loose plug receptacle inside the com-
puter isconnectedtothe” mother board” sothe
whole* mother board” will havetobereplaced.
Theplug-inonthecordisalso damaged, soit
will require— not anew plug — but awhole
new transformer, sincethey areonly madecon-
nected. Thewholerepair would probably run
about $900, and would only have a 90-day
guarantee!

So | thought it would probably be better to
get anew one— eventhough | amvery much
against contributing to our “throw-away” so-
ciety trend, hatelearning how to runanew ap-
pliance and am very upset with IBM for pur-
posely making their componentsin tandem.

threetimeswhat you havesaidyouwant to pay.

The first store (office supply) didn’'t keep
any laptops(now called* notebooks”) instock,
but I could order one made just the way |
wanted, or so hesaid.

Thesecond officesupply didn’'thaveanything
under $1,300. | easily got discouraged. A new
computer wasn’tanything| really NEEDED. So
| decided towait and think about it.

After about aweek, | decided to order one
madeto my specifications. A different sales-
person “helped” me. “No, you can’t get
Microsoft Word 2000 0onit. Just goover tothat
computer and seewhat optionsyou canget.” |
stood my ground and claimed computer illit-
eracy. Hegrudgingly wenttohelpme. And he

couldn’t get hisown computer towork! “Well,
| guessyou can't order anything today.”

Hecertainly didn’t seemto mind that | was
inconvenienced— or that hemight missacom-
mission. | left the store morediscouraged.

Thenl saw anadinaSunday newspaper, and
thought it was probably going to be the best
deal | could get. | took the adinto the store—
intending to buy the “package” of Toshiba
computer, plus additional “hard drive” (in-
stalled), plusacarrying case, plusal exmark
printer. All for a“fina” price of $699 — after
two “instant” rebates and FOUR mail-in re-
bates.

Guess what! | got the expected “teenager”
whofirst told methat the computer | was| ook-
ing at was not the onein the ad — even though
thead waslaying right besideit. Thenhepro-
ceededtotell methey soldall the” specias’ they
had - 13— inthefirst 10 minutesthe storewas
open. (Nowherein the ad did it say anything
about limited quantitiesavailable. | looked.)

He said they didn’t have the “ extra hard
drive” component — which could be ordered
-—butif itdidn’t arrive by Saturday (the day
thesaleended), | couldn’t havethe* package”
atthesaleprice— EVEN IF | PAID FORIT
TODAY! Hewasmorethanwilling to show
memoreexpensive models.

| muttered something about deceptiveadver-
tising, havingnever beeninthestorebeforeand
probably would never comeback, and| leftthe
store. | sat in the car aminute, re-reading the
ad. Then| decided my irritation should not pre-
vent mefromgetting suchagooddeal. | swal-
lowed my pride and went back in.

Tuneinnext week for thecontinuing* saga.”

Split in Republicans; where do | belong?

With all thetalk about the split in the Kansas
Republican party, | can't figure out where | be-
long.

Maybethat’sagoodthing. Maybeneither side
would want me.

Whenl look throughthereaders commentsfor
theyear, | usually find a couplethat can’t stand
“those lousy, liberal editorials,” and some who
think the worst thing about the paper isthe“lib-
era editor.”

I’ magainst hightaxesand big government, so
maybethat makes meaconservative.

But | believe the state should provide good
schools and good roads and great universities.
Maybe that makes me aliberal. | might even
tumbletoataxincreaseor two, but not often. Not
often.

I’'mall for order and tradition in society, and
that’sconservative. But | seenoreasonfor acon-
cealed carry bill. | don’t think we need to carry
heat in Kansas, not the Kansas | know and live
in. It scaresme.

| get kind of hinky when someone wants to
push hisidea of religion and morals off on me.
“God said so0,” is not necessarily good govern-
ment.

And because we can't all agree on what God
wants, | think people ought to have to make up
their own minds on moral issues. Separation of
church and stateisagood thing.

Abortion?Bad. | hateit. But | don’t think the
statecanor shoulddoanythingabout it. Samefor
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gambling, liquor, drugsand sex.

What people do on their off time is between
them andtheir maker. Hesaid hewouldjudgeus
al,and| believehewill.

| have better thingsto do.

If peoplewant to place afriendly bet, it'sOK
with me. I’'m not much for casino gambling,
which liberals keep pushing as a“revenue en-
hancement.” Likethestatelottery, it amountsto
taking money from peoplewho oftencan’t afford
it tolinethe pockets of big corporationsand the
state.

| remember when the state ran the vice squad
andthemobranthenumbersracket. Today, they
cal it Lotto, and the statetakes half, but theMa-
fiagave better odds.

Theso-called progressivesin the Republican
party keep pushing for more social programs,
more spending on schools, more money, more
taxes. | think our state government isplenty big
enough. Thetax cutsof the 1990shelpedtoslim
it down, but there’ salwayspressureto grow.

Our schools are topnotch compared to most
gtates. Overall, there’ snoevidencethat they need

moremoney, and certainly not another $1 billion
ayear.

Maybel am aconservative.

But | worry about the Patriot Act, theexcesses
of Homeland Security, the ever-growing pres-
enceof BigBrotheringovernment. | think weare
losingour rightsto spreading regul ationsandin-
sidious.

Doesthat makemealiberal ?

I’mnot sure. | don’t think | belong.

I’m not surel want to.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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