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Help for abuse victims has been available 30 years

Servicesfor victimsof domestic
violence have been available in
Sherman County for about 30years,
beginning with a child abuse
hotline.

Thevolunteers handling the 24-
hour hotline made the connection
between child abuse and domestic
violence, said Charlotte Linsner,
programdirector for theNorthwest
KansasFamily Shelter, and started
providing help for families rather
than just children.

The shelter began in the late
1970s, Linsner said, andwasincor-
porated in 1983. People with Fort
Hays State University and Ellis
County wrote a grant for the shel-
ter, she said, and the grant covered
18 counties.

The shelter then took the group
running the hotline in Sherman

County under itswing.
Linsner’shistory withtheshelter
hasbeen about aslong. Shesaidshe
saw anad lookingfor volunteersin
1979 andwent totrainingin Colby.
Shewent from being avolunteer to
the position of outreach coordina-
tor and later to program director.
Linsner saidtherearemisconcep-
tions about the shelter. A lot of
peopledon’t realizethe shelter isa
home, she said, not arow of beds.
Victimshavetheir ownrooms, and
thereareroomsfor children. There
isaliving area, akitchen, laundry
room and a back yard for kids to
playin.
There are some rules, Linsner
said, but they aren’t very strict.
The shelter’s services are free,
she said; food and linens are pro-
vided, andtransportation, advocacy
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Domestic violence victims often become accustomed to having
their every move watched and have trouble feeling safe even after
getting the abuser out of their lives. The Northwest Kansas Family
Shelter does whatever possible to keep those who choose toleave
abusers safe and to help victims whether they stay in the relation-

ship or not.

Shelter offers safety, counsel
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work throughwhat they aredealing
with, Linsner said, and helptokeep
the family safe. Sometimes the
family’s not safe, she said, if the
perpetrator isviolent.

She said she heard anewsreport
that a man in another state drove
somedistance, crossing statelines,
with his7-year-old daughter, tokill
hiswife' sparents. That createsal ot
of victims, Linsner said.

In our area, the case of Kerrie
(Aschenbrenner) Bevington of
Brewster isan exampl e of thefam-
ily asvictims, Linsner said, andthe
community asvictims. Bevington's
husband Lanny was charged with
first-degree murder following her
shooting death on Dec. 28.

He pleaded guilty to second-de-
gree murder Monday, July 19. The
agreement was for a 227-month

sentence, nearly 19years. Sentenc-
ing was set for 9 am. Wednesday,
Sept. 15, subject to the completion
of a pre-sentencing investigation
and report.

The county had to pay for court
timeand appoint alawyer todefend
the man, Linsner said, and an im-
portant personwas|ost to the com-
munity.

Inthissituation, Linsner said, he
killed her — shehasnorights, and
her family has few. But he has all
kindsof rights, including theright
to afair trial, the right to a law-
yer....

And he got only a 19-year sen-
tence, Linsner said, whileshehada
sentence of death.

Cris Lovington, avolunteer for
theshelter, saidtheAmericanMedi-
cal Association says 65 percent of
families deal with domestic vio-
lenceat least once. That doesn’tin-

clude those who don'’t report any-
thing, shesaid.

And, Lovington said, domestic
violenceistheNo. 1 causeof death
for pregnant women.

Northwest Kansaslost six people
to violence from Oct. 1 through
Dec. 31, one each in Sherman
(Bevington), Cheyenne and Gra-
ham counties and three in Ellis
County.

“Now we have serious signs,”
Linsner said. “People are dying
fromthe abuse.”

Theonein CheyenneCounty was
planning hiswife’smurder by pay-
ingsomeone, Linsner said, anddied
inascufflewith police.

The onein Graham County was
an 18-year-old woman who was
killed by a man. Those in Ellis
County included a suicide and a
Fort Hays State student who was
killedinafight.

Sherman County may add task force

Two northwest Kansas counties
have task forces on domestic vio-
lence, and the Northwest Kansas
Family Shelter program director
hopes Sherman County will add one
soon.

The shelter has task forcesin
Decatur and Logan counties, siad
Director Charlotte Linsner, and
they work on whatever they see as
thefocusintheir areas. The Decatur
County StandAgainst Violencefo-
cuseson educatingthecommunity,
she said, while Logan County
Stand Against Violencefocuseson
children.

The Logan county task force
sponsored the stateexhibit, “ Silent
Witnesses,” at Oakley High Schooal,
Linsner said. The exhibit contains
statuesof womenwhoseliveshave
been destroyed by domestic vio-
lence.

Having atask force in Sherman
County, she said, would help edu-
catepropleabout violence. Linsner
sai d anyoneinterestedinvolunteer-
ingforthetask forceshouldcall her
at (785) 625-4202.

Shesaidgetting volunteersisnot
easy. Many areformervictims.Alot
of people don’'t get involved, she
said, until something happens to
them or their family.

People'slives are busy, Linsner
said, andthefact that theshelter has
so many volunteersistestimony to
their dedication.

Education is needed to change
attitudes about domestic violence,
Linsner said, suchastheview often

Linsner said, her sentence(national
average) will bethreeyearslonger
than that of a man who kills his
mate. A man who shook ababy in
Denver afew years ago got two
yearsfor killing the child, Linsner
said; the woman got 10 for not re-
moving thebaby fromthesituation.

“Society does not make the
abuser accountablefor hisactions,”
she said, “and does not make the
punishment fit thecrime.”

Cris Lovington, director of the
Regional Prevention Center, has
had a strong role in domestic vio-
lence education in her six years as
avolunteer for the shelter.

Her efforts have reached teen-
agers and studentsin her classes
learning English as a second lan-
guage. Lovingtonsaid shefeelsitis
important to let people know the
family shelter’sservicesare avail-
able.

“Alot of volunteerswould prefer
to stay anonymous,” Lovington
said, “and| canunderstandthat, but
I think peopleneedtoknow the ser-
vicesarehere.”

Thereisnoofficein Goodlandfor

domestic violence services, she
said, but thereare agencieswilling
tohelp. Thevictimsjust needtoask
for help.

“When | call Charlotte,”
Lovington said, “she comes right
out. | don’t feel we're out here
aone.”

“Five hundred thousand women
die every year from domestic vio-
lence,” Linsner said. “ Itamazesme
that withasmany physical and men-
tal health services here, thisisn't a
priority.”

There could be an office in
Goodland, she said, if the county
and the community would support
it.

Sherman County, and Goodland
in particular, has been good to the
shelter, Linsner added, when they
areraisingmoney. When PizzaHut
donated apercentage of itssalesto
the shelter for oneday inApril, she
said, they made $300. That fund
raiser will bedoneagaininOctober.

But moremoney thanthat would
need to be raised to pay for an of-
ficehere, Linsner said.
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and referral services arefree. The
shelter isrequired by the grantsit
receives to provide the services at
no charge.

The shelter has only five paid
staff members, Linsner said, and
relies on its 20-30 volunteers to
cover the 10,080-square-mile ser-
vice area. Volunteers man the
shelter’s 24-hour crisis line,
Linsner said, provide personal and
legal help, educatethepublic, listen
to victims or transport them to the
shelter, toreceivemedical careor to
safehomeswherethey cangofor 72
hours.

Not every county hasasafehome,
Linsner said, but thereareenough of
themthat thefarthest anyonewould
havetodriveisan hour.

Thereisno paid staff in Sherman
County, shesaid, buttherearethree

volunteers, and she maintains &
home here but works in the Hays
office.

The shelter has a 24-hour crisis
line with someone always on call
and has helped between 20 and 3C
women in Sherman County in the
last year.

The shelter began asking for do-
nationsfrom citiesand countiesfor
thelast 10 years, but no tax islev-
ied specifically for the shelter. It
getsmoney fromgrantsand private
donationsaswell.

About sevenyearsago, shesaid,
the federal government put on &
pushthat citiesand countiesshould
pay for help for domestic violence
victims.

They are tax-paying citizens,
Linsner said; they shop in the arez
and send their kidsto school there.

Kansas counties:
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crowntowear when her husband
calledher hisvulgar pet namefor
her. Thenyouhavepermissionto
be that, Linda said, when you
wear the crown.

She said she took the sugges-
tion, andthefirst timesheput on
the crown, her husband laughed
so hard he never called her that
again.

But, Linda said, the adjust-
mentsdidn’tfix therelationship.
An abuser doesn’t care what
you're doing when he's hitting,
Lindasaid; whenhecomeshome
inarage, there’ snothing you can

Abuse victim saved by shelter

do.

If you’ regoingtomakeyour mar-
riage work, Linda said, you both
need to have counseling together.

Lindasaidwhen shesought help,
the shelter had an office in
Goodland and asupport group, but
not now.

“We don’t have a group here,”
she said, “or acounselor. We need
that.”

Women in abusive situations of -
ten don't think they have options
because they have kids, she said.
There arealot of obstaclesto face
to get out of asituation.

A lot of times, she said, thevic-
timdoesn'ttell her family andfeels

alone. There'stheloneliness, she
said, fear of being asingle parent
andfrustration. Victimsneed sup-
port fromacounsel or and agroup.

Those who met in the support
group didn’t tell anyone on the
outsidewhowasinthegroup, she
said, or what went on there. They
need privacy.

She said the case of Kerrie
Bevington, whowaskilled by her
husbandin December, provesthe
need for an office in Sherman
County tohel pdomesticviolence
victims.

“1 was one of the lucky ones,”
Lindasaid, “who was ableto get
outalive.”

The Northwest Kansas Family
Shelter’s outreach office in
Goodland closedin 2000, and then
anofficewasopenforayearinLo-
gan County, but lack of money shut
it down.

Charlotte Linsner, program di-
rector for the shelter, said shewas
the outreach coordinator here for
six years, at first working out of her
home, thenhavinganofficefor4 1/
2years.

She said at first Larry Minner
gave her office space at no charge
and then she shared space with

Sharon Jensen. Federal money paid
for anofficewheretheRed Crossis
now on 17th Street, she said.

The federal money was pulled,
she said, because the government
started pushing communities to
takecareof their owndomesticvio-
lence services. There was not
enoughfinancial support herefor a
full-time person, she said.

Linsner took the position of pro-
gram director in Hays. The shelter
advertised for apart-time outreach
coordinator, she said, thinking it
wouldn’'t work to keep an office
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_ack of money closes outreach office

open with apart-time person.

Asitturned out, she said, apart-
time person was hired in Logan
County, and county commissioners
there paid for office space. The of-
ficewasopenthereayear, shesaid,
when the coordinator resigned.

Whentheshelter advertisedfor
replacement, Linsner said, no one
evencameintointerview, somoney
for the officefell through.
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