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from our viewpoint...

Veterans deliver
effective message

Thestanding-room-only crowdat Friday’ sveteransforumwas
an effective way to put the Department of Veterans Affairs on
noticethere should beacommunity clinicinthisarea.

Most of the audience of nearly 400 were gray-headed World
War Il vets, with a smattering of Korea and Vietnam vets, plus
many wives, sonsand community |eaders.

Both Congressman Jerry Moran and Dr. Larry Biro, the Den-
ver regional head of VeteransAffairshealth services, saidit was
thelargest meeting of veteransthey had seen.

Moran and Biro understood clearly the message the veterans
weredelivering, and both said thelargeturnout would addtotheir
effortsto convincethe peoplethat an outreach clinicisneeded to
cover theTri-Stateareaof northwest K ansas, southwest Nebraska
and northeast Colorado.

Moransaiditwill beachallengeisget theclinicapprovedandthen
tofind the money within the VeteransAffairsbudget to support it.

“I hearyou,” Birosaid, “and you can beassured | will bework-
ingonthis.”

Thoseweregood wordsto the veterans, but Biro said it would
not happen overnight, nor did hethink it would beafew months.
Hesaid threeclinics have been approved and areto be openedin
the next year or two, and those comefirst.

No matter how far in the future a clinic may be, the veterans
who attended theforum Friday movedtheprocessforward. They
made a statement that something needs to be done to bring ser-
vicescloser towhereveteranslive.

A clinicisnot theonly answer to theveteransheal thi ssues ex-
pressed Friday. Biro and Moran had staff membersjotting down
issuestobel ookedinto. Oneveteranssaid hehad asked Congress-
man M oran’sofficeabout having aDisabled American Veterans
van assigned to northwest K ansas, but had not heard morethana
niceletter from the congressman.

Moran said he would follow up on the van, which would be
another way to help veterans get to the existing service centers
— especially with the closing of most of the Greyhound bussta-
tionsinthearea.

Theturnout did was dispel any question about whether there
areenoughveteransintheareatosupportaclinic. A veteranfrom
Atwood noted that theWorldWar || veteransareall nearly intheir
80sand dyinginlargenumbers.

“1f youdon't hurry upwiththeclinic,” hetold Biro, “wewon't
needit.”

Biroagreedtherural areahadfallenthroughthecracks, andthat
amap showing the lack of services made an excellent point. He
promised to be an advocatefor therural veterans.

Jay Jolly, administrator of the Goodland Regional Medical
Center, noted that the problem may be the way the VeteransAf-
fairsislooking at the question. Rural hospitals could be helping
veteransright now, hesaid.

Ultimately, what would be best for all veteranswould be that
the Veterans I nsurance Card would allow aveteran to go to any
doctor, pharmacy or hospital for services. Moran said thiswould
begoodfor the veterans, and good for rural America.

That isalong way ahead of us, and may never materialize, but
withtheturnout of veteransFriday, thesignal isclear that aclinic
should beatop priority for thisarea.

Thosewho attended shoul d betal king to any member of Congress
they can about the health needs of rural veterans. Thiswill not bea
fast process, but everyonewho hel ped bring theveteransout Friday
should feel good that thefirst step has been taken. — Tom Betz
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I\/Iedlcatlng animals 1s pill pushing job

I’ m not adoctor, anurseor even aveterinar-
ian, but | seemto bepushing pillsdownunwill-
ingthroatslately.

Before youngest daughter moved to South
Carolina, sheasked meto get acoupleof tran-
quilizer pillsfor her cat, Rupert. Rupert, she
said, getscar sick and shereally didn’twant to
takeher onatwo-day trip unlessshewasad eep.

Since Rupert has been to see my veterinar-
ian more times than my pocketbook wantsto
count, hewaswilling to prescribe some mild
tranquilizers, suggestingthat youngest daugh-
ter try half apill first.

| handed over the pills and daughter imme-
diately gave haf of oneto Rupert. | reminded
her that the pills only last about 12 hours and
shewasn’t leaving for aweek.

She pointed to a big bite on Rupert’s hind-
guartersand said that shehad decided to seeif
half apill was enough. Shefigured she could
get the cat sleepy enough to clean and medi-
catethewound while checkingto seeif half a
tranquilizer would be enough.

Itwasn’t. Thecat staggered around alot but
didn’'tgotoseep, and shegot quitehuffy when
wetriedtosnipthefur off fromaroundthebite.

Another half pill, and the cat was still not
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® Open season

happy about themanhandling but shewastoo
sleepy todomuchaboutit. Eventually, shehid
in the cat carrier that would be her home for
two daysontheroad.

After medicating Rupert, | decided that
might work on my Molly Monster.

For the past couple of years, we havetaken
thedogAnnieand oneof our catsonvacation.
April Alice travels beautifully. She lays qui-
etly in her carrier for hourson end.

Admittedly, near the end of a 12-hour
trip,shestartstocry alittle. | wouldto, if | was
trappedinabox without bathroomfacilitiesfor
11or 12 hours.

Sotheday beforevacation, | talkedtothevet
about pillsfor Mally.

Molly doesn’t travel well. She fights like
crazy asweputherinher carrier for theannual
triptothevet.

When we brought her home from Emporia

Fascinated by humming bird

| stand there, transfixed.

Thereisbuzzing liketheangry sound of bees,
anditistheflutter of tiny wings.

Not bees, though.

It's dusk high in the San Juan Mountains of
Colorado, and I'm in the middle of a humming
bird feeding frenzy.

With a humming bird’s metabolism, our
daughter says, they probably havetoeat alot right
before dusk so they can stay warm through the
night. That could betrue. Thereisiceontheroof
each morning, and soon it will betimefor these
tiny visitorsto head south.

Not tonight, though. For ahal f hour, dozensof
them jockey for position at thefour feeding sta-
tions on our front porch. | suppose the sceneis
repeated at housesup and downthe Rio Grande.

Thenewest neighborsdown theblock haveat
least half adozenfeedersontheir deck, overlook-
ingtheriver.| wonder if they havethismany visi-
tors.

Seldom isthere atime when no bird is at the
feeder. They flutter intiny queues, waiting for a
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turn at the perches, or duel in midair, the bigger
or bossier bird getting to feed.

Their little dogfights soar to the rafters, then
spiral down. Eventually, one of the combatants
breaks off, the other getsto eat — if somethird
party does not have the perch inthe meantime.

Their engagementsarebrief, but spirited. | can
hear theclack of their littlebeakswhenthey spar.
No kidding.

Sometimes, one stopsto hover justin front of
my face. I’'m glad I’m not wearing any red but-
tons. However, | am wearing safety glasses.

Attimes, therearemorethanadozenlittlecrea-
tures hovering around the feeder at once. They
spread their tails and flap those feathersto con-
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— shewas afound cat — we thought maybe
weshouldrenameher Catzilla. Shehadn’tbeen
declawed, and she spent the entire five-hour
triptrying torip the upholstery off the back of
the seats.

Still, if those cute little pills could calm
Rupert, | thought, they would cadmMolly and
shewould loveto bewith uson vacation.

Last year whilewewere gone, sheleft sev-
eral presentson carpetsand chewed on things
sheshouldn’t. | figured shemissed us, sowhy
not makeit possiblefor her to enjoy vacation,
too?

Stevesaid | wasrationalizing.

| popped a pill down her throat about two
hours before leaving, and by the time we put
herinher carrier, shewasdocilebut not asleep.
Just past Colby, | gave her another half tabl et.
She's bigger than Rupert, and she was fight-
ing thosepills.

| won't say sheslept all theway, but her me-
owswere soft and infrequent and she sure has
enjoyed the vacation— if not thetrip.

See, see, | told you that she' d like going on
vacation.

And the rugs at home appreciate us taking
her.

feeding frenzy

trol thehover. You can seethem operate, though
thewingsmovefar too fast for human sight.

Thereareruby throatsand plainbirds, maleand
female. Gol dens, with shimmering green backs.
All delicate, fast, furious.

| am not the only onewatching. The cat, con-
fined indoors, isin thewindow, fascinated.

How shewould catch one sheis not sure, but
April Aliceiswillingtotry.

Wehad acat once, Midnight, who specialized
inhumming birds. Hewould sit under the aspen
tree by the hour, just waiting for oneto land.

Many madethat mistake.

Nottoday, though. April doesnot haveoutdoor
privileges.

Eventually, the show ends. Darknessgathers,
and the birds apparently head for their perches.
Onestraggler landsand slurpsup alast meal.

Itwon't belong before they are gonefor the
winter, but for that half hour, it’squite ashow.

Just ask April.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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