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from our viewpoint...

‘Creative’ financing
creates school mess

Themesscreated by theK ansasL egislature’s” creative”
financing of schoolslast year ought to teach usalesson.

We probably won’t learn, but we shoul d.

TheLegidature, you remember, “found” money to bal-
ance the budget in 2003 by advancing the collection date
for property taxesamonth. That meant we had to pay the
second half of our taxesin May rather than June.

That was no big deal for cities and counties, which run
on acalendar year. Their income was the same, and they
got themoney alittleearlier.

For the state, though, it meant moving the second-half
collectionintotheoldfiscal year. Theeffect wasaone-time
shot inthearm for the state budget, created by accounting
magic and nothing more.

Schools got alittle money out of that, but local school
districts were not allowed to take the windfall. Only the
state got the benefit.

School districts were supposed to lower their property
tax levy last year and raise it somethisyear to avoid get-
ting any extramoney. Of course, superintendentsdid ev-
erythingthey couldtokeepalittleof themoney. That’sonly
natural.

Now, the stateis stuck with the change. There’sno way
to put tax collections back to June where they belong.
There’sno extramoney thisyear for schools. Thereisno
way to tap that well again.

Whilestaterevenuesareimproving, thereisalot of pent
up demand. The L egidlatureisgoing to be under pressure
toraisetaxesto pay for any number of programs: schools,
universities, prisons, social service, you nameit.

Timesarenot that good, though. Thevoterswereinacon-
servative mood thissummer, casting out liberal members
of the Legislature and the state Board of Education.

Our prediction: There' || be no general tax increase, be-
cause peopledon’t think they can afford one.

Spending fanswon't like that conclusion, but here’sto
say it’'ll cometrue.

Peopleseemtowanttokeepalidonstatespending. There
arelotsof pressuregroups, mostly thosewho benefit from
stateprograms, schoolsandthelike. They don’t, apparently
havethevotesto elect many legidators.

So thisyear, the Legislature will haveto chop and trim
andfit spendingintorevenueestimates. Memberswill need
tobefirm.

And we hope they have learned one lesson, if nothing
else: Bereal.

Accountingtricksalwayscomeback to haunt you. They
don’t create money, just problems.

Solvethebudget problemstheway it should bedone: Al-
locate money where it’s important, to schools, colleges,
highwaysandvital programs. Eliminatewaste. Cut spend-
ing until the budget fits.

Andleavethesmokeand mirrorsalone.—SteveHaynes
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I don’t know about you, but some of my
storiesaretoolongtotell in onesitting.

Hereisthesecondinstallment of my hunt for
anew notebook computer.

When | suppressed my irritation over not
being able to buy the computer special |
wanted, | went back intothestoreto confirmit
withamanager.

| stopped oneof the* moremature-looking”
teenagers(withan|D badgeindicating shewas
anassi stant manger), and askedwhy | couldn’t
getthespecial if | paidfor it today.

Guesswhat! | got adifferent answer! This
answer was that | could get the package spe-
cial, but thecomputer department would have
to order it.

So | went back tothecomputer teenandtold
him. Heexcused himself togotalk totheman-
ager. Inafew minutes, hereturned with “ new
information that was different than he' d been
told earlier that morning.” | could order the
missing piecesand pick themuplater. | toldhim
that’swhat | wantedtodo. Hesteppedtoacom-
puter and ordered it — to be delivered to the
store. (That took about 45 seconds.) Then,
excusing himself again, he went to gather up
the other three pieces of the“ package.”

Hefound thecarrying case(which| noticed
wasn't madethe same asthe pictureinthe pa-
per but figuredit wasan okay substitute). Then
he showed up alittlelater with the printerina
shopping cart. “1’ 1l go get the computer inthe
back room.” He disappeared. Eventualy he
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cameback with: “ All theonesintheback room
are saved for other customers.” He evidently
didn’t remember he’ d told meall the specials
had been sold already. Somehow | sensed that
sales people don’t awaystell the truth— or
maybe just don’'t have a clue. | was not very
happy, but didn’t say anything.

Hewenttoorder thecomputer, too. Itwould
bedelivered to my home.

He took the cart and me over to the “ Cus-
tomer Service” to check out.

Wouldn'tyouknow? | get atraineecashier.
While sheisringing things up, | again study
thead. When shegivesmeatotal, | said, “Let
me see your cash register tape.” Shesaid, “I
can’t show it until thecashregister spitsit out.
Themachinewon'tlet me.”

“Well, something iswrong. The ad saysit
will bethismuch (I pointedtothefigureinthe
ad) plustax after the ‘instant’ rebates. Where
do| get theinstant rebates?’

Shecallsover asupervisor (alsovery young).
They study awhile, and compareitemnumbers.
Guesswhat! Thecomputer carrying caseisn’t
theright one, soall theitemsrang upindividu-
ally instead of theon-sal e package” price.And

Some stories are too long for one sitting

because every item wasn't the exact product
number, | didn’t get one of the mail-in rebates
($250) either. Of course, | objected.

They call over the “sales boy” who helped
me. “Well, we were out of the regular case.”
So he had to order the correct one. The clerk
canceled thefirst purchase and started again.
But at least then, | got the instant rebates and
the correct number of mail-informs.

By now, | have beenin the storefor almost
an hour and ahalf. | had alot of timeto remi-
ni scence about how easy shopping usedto be.
Of course, we had fewer choices, but I’m not
convinced that was abad thing.

Today, I’ mstill contempl ating my computer
purchase. Sofar, | haveanew printer (whichl
didn'tneedatal). | havetogoback tothestore
inafew daysto pick up the carrying case and
extramemory. Thecomputer issupposedtobe
mailed to my home. Then of course, I’'ll have
to take the computer in to have the extra
memory installed.

That will mean | havefour round trips of 60
milesto purchase acomputer. | guess!’ll just
ignorethat, and not addittothecost. But then,
given gasprices, maybel will.

Assumingthat all componentsarriveaspre-
dicted, and assuming the store stands behind
their ad better than they have so far, | guess
eventua ly | will haveanew |aptop (excuseme,
“notebook™). I think I"mhappy aboutit, but I’ m
really not sure. | haven't even begun the pro-
cessof reading theenormousUser Guidesyet!

Always ‘be prepared’ when mountain hiking

Itwasthelast day of our Coloradovacationand
Stevewasdetermined to get up to Phoenix Park.
We had been taking walks most every day.

We had walked on the roads around the area,
upthedightinclineof theForest Servicetrail on
theother sideof theriver and up asteeper, but not
toodifficult trail, several milesaway.

The onething all those hikes had in common
wasthey lasted no more than an hour from hop-
ping out of the car to hopping back in.

Phoenix Park would belonger and steeper.

We hadn't hiked up that trail in severa years.
Now it wastimetotry itagain.

We grabbed our pack, which contains water-
proof matches, dlickers, amirror and aForest Ser-
vicemap. We added lunch, water and our books.

Wewouldwalk uptothepark, picnic, readfor
awhileand walk back.

where to write

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

Thetrail is steep, rocky and crosses several
creeks. It took usan hour to go thefour milesup
to the park. On the way up we met some hikers
fromTexas. They saidthey hadgoneuptothe 10-
mile marker but were returning before the
weather setin.

WEell, yes, therewere cloudsforming over the
mountains. But then again, cloudsformover the
mountainsevery day. Wehad our pack. Wehoped
wewere prepared.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 L ongworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699

By the time we reached the park, we both
wished that wehadn’t chosentowear shortsand
T shirts. However, we had brought | ong-sleeved
shirtsasbackupsand soon put them on.

We picnicked in agrove of treesthat gave us
some protection fromthewind but didn’t bother
to get out the books. As soon as the last bite of
sandwich was devoured and the last bit of trash
stowed, we started back down.

It usually takesabout the sameamount of time
to go down the mountain asup — in this case it
wasan hour’strip up.

However, wefoundthat wewent considerably
faster downhill astherain startedtofall. It never
got heavy enoughtobreak out thedlickers, which
tendtobesmelly and uncomfortable. But, it gave
usasenseof urgency wedon’t usually have.

It wasthekind of storm that you hear about in
themountains. Thekind of stormthat dropsafoot
of snow onunprepared, short-and-T-shirt-wear-
ing hikers.

We made it down the mountain in alittle un-
der 50 minutes and back to town beforetherain
started in earnest.

It never did snow, althoughlater wefound that
theforecast called for possibleflurries.

The next morning wefound frost on thetruck
andiceonthedog'swater bowl.

My mother warned me about Col orado when
she studied copies of the newspaper we were
planning to buy.

“Youdon’twanttomovethere,” shesaid point-
ingtotheweather column. “ It freezesin July anc
August.”

jerry.moran@mail .house.gov TTY: (785) 291-3767 Mother alwaysdid know best.
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