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from our viewpoint...

Conventions over,
54 days to decision

TheRepublicanand Democratic conventionsarebehind
us, and the campaign stretch has begun, with 54 daysre-
maining until thethefirst Tuesday in November.

Thiswasastrange year for conventions, with both par-
ties having chosen their nomineelong before. Both were
designed mostly to play to the primetimetelevision audi-
ences.

One commentator said hethought the old exciting con-
ventionswere athing of the past, and that probably inthe
future, theRepublicansand Democratswill havetheir del-
egates gather and party for the weekend, do about three
hours of actually convention for the television networks
onMonday and Tuesday, and that would beit. Hesuggested
they might keep the main speech from the nominee on
Wednesday, but felt that really could bethewindup to the
Tuesday television show.

Over thenext el ght weeks, thegnashing of teeth over the
military recordsof both George Bush and JohnKerry will
continueto surface among thewaves of rhetoric. Theevi-
denceso far isthat Kerry isunfit to command because he
camehomeandworkedagainsttheVietnamWar alongwith
millions of other peoplein 1971, and that Bushisunfit to
command because hefound politicsinAlabamamoreim-
portant than making his National Guard weekends.

These should not be the main reason someone decides
tovotefor either man, but therewill belotsof chargesand
counter chargesbetweenthetwo camps. Many citizensfee
thesetacticsareagood reason to stay away from politics,
they arenot membersof either major party.

Referred to asthe* great unwashed,” thosewho cling to
theNoParty Affiliationontheir registration seemtoaways
complain about the choices on the November ballot, but
do not want to be part of the decision process.

Now that the conventions are over, the Democrats and
Republicanswill focustheir effortsto convince the unaf-
filiated that their guy isthebest choice. Neither of thema-
jor partieshasenough membersto control thenational el ec-
tion; towin, they must attract the unaffiliated.

Thereare splinter partieswho have membersacrossthe
nation, and seek thesameunaffiliated voters. Inaclosevote,
therenumbersmight throw theel ectioninto doubt or keep
either major party fromwinninganditwouldendupinthe
Houseof Representatives. Thisisthestuff political science
theoriesand doctoral thesiesfeed on.

Thepollscontinueto show thisacloseracefor theWhite
House, anditwill beinterestingtowatchthepunditsasthey
try to divine the winner before any of us have entered the
voting booth.

Politicsisagloba gameweall areinvolvedin, whether
weareaffiliatedwithaparty or not. Politicsiseverywhere,
andwill beadaily story for the next 54 daysto Nov. 2. —
Tom Betz
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The cat lady seems to be getting out of hand

It's pretty widely known that, when it comes
to cats, my wifeiscrazy, but | think things may
be getting out of hand.

Itall started when youngest daughter took her
two catsto our housein Colorado last year.

She was spending the summer, or thought she
was, and she had to take the cats or find someone
to keep them. That made senseto me. (Infact, she
wound upinthehospital backinKansasand hadto
find someonetofeedtheminColorado. Gofigure.)

Lindsay was waiting tables while on break
fromher teachingjob. Shesaidthecatsliked the
housefine, but shehad to makethem stay inside
after onetangled with araccoon.

Whenwewent for aweek’ svacation, though,
it gave Cynthiaideas.

“1 kind of liked having a cat there,” she said,
withatwinklein her eye.

| should haveseenit coming. Whenwepacked
uptogoclosethehousein October, shedippeda
cat carrier intothecar.

ItwasjustApril Alice, thecalmcat. April trav-
elswell. Shejust sitsinthecarrier all day, saying
nary athing until you exceed her kidney limit.

Until then, wehad paidafriendto bringinthe
mail and feed thecatswhenwewent onvacation.
| wasfinewiththat. | can go aweek without pet-
tingacat.

Apparently, though, some peoplecan’t.

Now, you could say thisismy fault, becausel

Our
By Dennis Keeney

Prairie Writers Circle

Thecapacity of theworld’ scommercia ag-
ricultureto producesufficient food facessome
severetests.

Foodisfull of paradoxes. Currently thereis
enough producedtoadequately feed thebillion
people on the planet, yet nearly abillion are
underfed.

Intherich United States, 35million people,
including nearly 13 million children, experi-
encehunger or thethreat of hunger, yet at least
that many Americansare obese.

ThebestlandinAmericaproducestwolow-
value commodity crops that are mostly not
consumed by humans, at least not directly —
corn and soybeans. They are used instead for
animal feed andincreasingly for biomassfuel,
such asethanol.

Commodity-drivenagriculturebringsmany
ills— economic, environmental and social.
Theshort listincludes soil erosion and deple-
tion, nitrogenfertili zer contaminationof drink-
ing water, fouled lakes and rivers, damageto
the Gulf of Mexico’sfisheries, pesticide con-
tamination and feedlot pollution.

Often not considered: the loss of farms be-
causegovernment programsfavor consolida-
tion and ever-larger farm operations, and the
destruction of ThirdWorld agriculture, which
can’'t compete against the subsidized farmers
of rich nations.

Rather than addresstheseproblems, federal
farm and export programsworsenthemwhile
costing taxpayershillionsof dollars.

Consider thesefurther challenges:

« Water shortagesfor irrigation are becom-
ing common worldwide because of poor wa-
ter use and increased agricultural, urban and
industrial demand. Whileirrigated farmingis
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dotakethedogto Colorado. And Cynthiaaways
saysshe’smy dog, because | brought her home.

Fair enough, though| amnottheonewhobuys
her bonesand toysfor her trips.

We started taking her because sheiswild and
rambunctious and likesto run, and Colorado is
full of wide-open spaces. Annielikescold, wet,
water and a place to run, so the mountains are
perfect for her.

But Cynthiaaways said the best thing about
catswasthat you canleavethemat homeandthey
don’'ttakemuch care. Catsneed food and water,
but you canleavethat outinbigbowls. Oursjust
need someoneto let themin and out once aday.

A dog, you havetofeed daily. If youleft abig
bow! of food, the dog would eat it the first day
and starve by the seventh.

Anyway, | don’t remember anythinginthat rap
about taking the cats with you. Still, | wasfine
withApril Alice, becauseshetravelswell andthe
first night she was there, she caught a mouse,
making her useful aswell asdecorative.
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practiced on about 20 percent of the world’s
agricultural land, it produces more than 40
percent of thefood.

* Animal diseases threaten mesat, milk and
egg supplies, and plant diseases threaten to
decimate corn and soybean production.

* Land continues to revert to deserts or is
covered in concrete. Soil erosion removes
more soil than is formed. Most threatening
overthelongtermisclimatechangethat within
50yearswill greatly changeagricultureinthe
Midwest.

« China’s huge and expanding economy is
suckingingrain, posing afurther challengeto
our food supply. Last year saw acontinued de-
clineinworldwidegrain stockpilesin spite of
increasing production. Coarsegrainstocksare
now the lowest in three decades, with only
about a50-day supply — 70daysisconsidered
necessary for food security.

« Short of global apocalypse from disease
orwar, theworldeconomy will continueto ex-
pand, and population, especially inthe Third
World, will continuetogrow. Anincreasingly
affluent popul ationthat demandsdietshighin
animal proteinwill requiremoregrainto pro-
duce moreanimal products.

* Morefood will not comefrom moreland
because, aside from fragile lands in Brazil,
thereislittlenewlandlefttoexploit. New tech-
nologieswill help, but we have peaked onthe
benefits of many of them. The green leaf can
convert only somuch energy to carbohydrates

Then last week, Cynthia shows up at the car
withtwo cat carriers. Thisdid not ook good, be-
cause the other cat, Molly Monster, hates to
travel. Shecriesthewhol etimeshe’sinacar and
triesto destroy the uphol stery.

“Nottoworry,” thecat lady says, producing
bottle of kitty tranquilizers. “The cat will be
cam.”

Now, giving a cat a pill involves shoving it
down the cat’sthroat, past the teeth, and with &
normal cat, it can be quite an adventure.

“Leave meout,” | said. Yeah, I'm chicken.
They don't call Molly theMonster for nuthin’.

| haveto admit, thepill skept her meowsdown
toadull whine. Her eyeswent screwy and shelaid
downinher carrier.

And | have to admit, she seemed to enjoy her
timeat thenew house, at least until thecat lady tried
to give her another pill for thetrip home. | think &
fingertip may havebeen damagedinthat struggle.

Sheactually seemedtolikebeingin Colorado
better than being at home. Whenwe' regone, she
getslonely andleaveslittle” presents’ aroundthe
house. Then shesnubsusfor aday or so after we
get back.

Soitlookslikewe' Il betravelingwiththreepet
carriers for awhile, and we may need a bigger
truck.

But hey, acat |ady hastohavesomethingto pet,
right?
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and proteins.

If theseproblemscoal esce, thereisthestrong
possibility that thefood supply cannot be sus-
tained. Food shortages, dramatic increasesin
food costs, lowered exports and worldwide
pressure on food supplies could result. Fooo
could becomeapreciouscommoadity, available
only torich nations.

How theworld respondsto the global chal-
lengesin food supply will becritical.

Adoption of healthy dietsbased onlessani-
mal protein, lower energy use throughout the
economy, and policiesto help build strong ru-
ral communitiesand promotefarming methods
that protect theenvironment would hel p. How-
ever, such changes are difficult and likely
would come slowly. They require research,
publicinvolvement and major reversalsinfed-
eral policies. Moreover, they requireustothink
big rather than working on small, disjointec
half solutions.

Equally important, the United States anc
other food-rich nations must redoubl e their
support of food self-sufficiency in food-short
nations of Asia and Africa. Lessons |earneg
from the Green Revolution must be applied.
Neither food sufficiency nor ecological
sustainability can be achieved by exporting
inappropriate western technol ogies.

Agriculturehasserved theworldinthe past
and it will do sointhefuture. Now isthetime
tomakedecisionstoensuresustainability. The
welfareof our grandchildrendemandsnol ess.

DennisKeeney, former director of theLeopold
Center for SustainableAgricultureat | owa State
University, isnow emeritusprofessor thereanc
senior fellowat thelnstitutefor Agricultureand
Trade Policy. He is a member of the Land
Institute'sPrairieWritersCircle, Salina.
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