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from our viewpoint...

We cannot allow
terrorists to win

What kind of peopl eattack aschool and slaughter chil-
dren?

Freedomfighters?

Hardly.

Animals. Savages.

The world needs to band together to stop this barbar-
ism.

Thetimeispast for temporizing. Actionisrequired.

A subway in Spain. A street inlsrael. A school in Rus-
sia. A synagoguein Tunisia. A bombin Baghdad. Airlin-
ersinRussia. BuildingsindowntownNew York.Anem-
bassy somewhereinAfrica.

Terrorismispureevil, andit will not go away.

Terrorists do what they do because, when the world
showsweakness, it works.

Terrorism changed agovernment in Spain. Terrorism
hasAmericanswishing we' d never gotteninto Irag.

Terroristsmust not be allowed towin.

The stakes are nothing short of the fall of civilization
and the end of western society asweknow it.

Not tomorrow, not next year, but eventually.

Imagineaworldwherepeoplelikethegangwho seized
the school in North Ossetia rule. Imagine living under
their thumb.

Wemust recognize, first, that thisisaclash of cultures,
and only one culture can survive.

It must be the culture of love, peace, freedom and the
sanctity of human rightsand human life.

Wemust recognize, second, that thisisnot aChristian-
Muslim clash.

Far too much blood has been shed inthe name of God,
Jehovah or Allah. Childrenin Northern Ireland, women
inKosovo, shoppersinlsragl. Muslimsdo not haveacor-
ner onviolence.

Thisisaclash betweentheforcesof peace, law and or-
der, and theforcesof evil, of Satan.

Peaceabl e leaders of all threefaiths deplore senseless
violence. AsoneArab leader put it, “Weareall children
of Abraham.”

All people of the Book.

Andhowever webelieveinthe OneTrue God, hedoes
not want uskilling each other in Hisname.

Nor doeshewant terrorists and thugs, people who kill
children, toruletheworld.

Thisisnot thetimetowaffleor waiver. Weneedto pro-
ceed on two fronts, thefront of peace, yes, and thefront
of steel.

Any terrorist who persistsagainst aunited world must
perish.

And as this sensel ess slaughter proceeds, perhaps the
worldwill unite, aswe must. —Seve Haynes
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| finally have my new computer

| don’t know about you, but my computer
story isstill not finished.

To my great surprise, after purchasing the
“package deal” on a Tuesday and bringing
home only one of the four components, | pa-
tiently wait for Saturday when | amto pick up
thetwoorderedtoarriveat thestore. Saturday
wasn't convenient, so | decided to wait until
Monday to drivethe 30 milesinto thecity.

Monday morning some PR man callsto see
if I’menjoyingmy computer. | said,“Well, not
realy. | don’t haveit yet.”

“Oh, I thought you bought it | ast week.”

“1 did, but the computer, carrying case and
extramemory all hadto be ordered.”

“Well, | guessthen, I’ mcallingtotell youthe
componentsarein.”

He guesses??

Surprise of surprises, my computer arrives
by FedEx intheearly afternoon— as|’ m get-
ting ready to go get the other components.
Thank you, God; now | won't haveto makean
extratrip. | cangetthememory installed today
— assuming of coursethat it hasarrived at the
store. So | set out with high spirits. Findly,
something seemsto beworking right.

| gointothestoretothe Courtesy Clerk and

House plants

A friendwastalkingabout her houseplantsand
how each wasas much amemory asaplant.

| know exactly what shemeans.

Asl look aroundthehouse, | seenot just stems
and leaves, but partsof my life.

In onecorner isour oldest plant, amother-in-
law’stongue. I'm not surehow olditis, but | re-
member it sitting on aradiator in our homein
Kansas City.

We had alot of plantsin Kansas City. House
plantswereinvogue, and | hadthemeverywhere.
However, most of them died when wemoved to
Colorado.

Wemovedin November and had to spendtwo
nightsontheroad. All theplantswerelcadedinto
the back end of Steve'sold Blazer.

Two-thirdsof themdidn’t makethetrip. Most
of therest died duringthemonthwelivedinaone-
bedroom cabin with three small children. The
mother-in-law’s tongue lost alot of leaves, but
wasmeaner than either the cold or the children.

Thishardy plantissitting in the kitchen wait-
ingtoreturntoitspermanent homeinthedining
room. Thediningroom hasbeeninthemiddleof
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give her the handful of paperwork | received
last week. She hasto call acomputer teen to
get the components; they’ re not sitting there
withmy nameonthem. All thecomputer teens
arebusy. Sol wait. Theclerk callsagain. | wait.
Finally, a computer person comes over and
takesall my paperwork. | silently pray that I'll
seeitagain.

Trustingly, | tell theclerk that I'll gotomy
car and get the computer so theextramemory
canbeinstalled. Thenasl gettomy car, | think:
| probably should havewaitedto makesurethe
components are here. Hope | don’t just have
to carry thisback out here.

Thecomputer teenisgonefor quiteawhile,
but eventually returnswiththe2 components.
The clerk looks at the paperwork and says,
“Nothing heresaystherewill beno chargefor
theinstallation.” | take the original ad from
thepaper and point out thesmall print that says

“freeinstallation.”

“How longwill ittake?’ | ask.

“Well, that dependson how many areahead
of you.”

“Tell youwhat. I'll go out and have dinner.
I'll beback at 7:00 pm. | needit by then.”

Amazingly, | was ableto pick it up at 7:00
pm. Finally | had all the pieces.

| went go homethinking: Itwasnobig deal
for them to order everything for that special
price. Theyjustdidn’twanttodoit. They would
rather have sold me ahigher priced model —
sol “could haveit that samenight,” astheteen
had said.

It took metwo hoursto cut bar codesoff the
boxes, photocopy al theoffers, check tomake
surel had everything as mandated by the Re-
bate Forms. But finally all of them arein the
mail. | will wait at | east 8weeksfor therebates
—ifthey comeat all.

Giventheordeal I’ ve beenthrough, | admit
tohaving my doubts. I’ mtemptedtofigureall
thehours(driving & waiting) and dividethem
intotheamount of therebates. I’ d probably find
out how valuablemy timeis— orisn't.

Butfinally | havemy computer! Now | can
play Freecell whilel watch TV!

more than stems and leaves
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renovation for about six monthsand themother-
in-law’ stonguehasbeen pushed against akitchen
wall. It just keepsgrowing.

Acrossthekitchenistheplant | brought home
from my father’s funeral. That was almost a
dozenyearsago. | don't know what itis. It hasa
narrow stem and lots of yellow-spotted green
leaves, whichit shedsall over thefloor. When |
seethat plant, | think about my father. Hewasn’'t
abig house plant lover, but he enjoyed outdoor
gardening and had awonderful grapefruit tree
growing in Texas behind the trailer he and my
mother called homeinthewinter.

Intheliving room, thereisaNorfolk pinethat
my brother-in-law K enny’scoworkerssenttomy
mother-in-law’sfuneral.
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Normally, if your friends send aplant to afu-
neral, you get first crack at taking it home. How-
ever, Kenny livesandworksinCalifornia, and he
didn’t think he could manage taking atree back
homewith him.

My mother-in-law was a wonderful woman,
and | smileevery timel seeher tree.

On the phone table is a philodendron, a gift
fromfriendswhousedtolivein Denver but have
movedtoWashingtonstate. | may never seethem
again, but | remember going to Rockiesbaseball
gamesandto OceanJourney in Denver withthem.

There are spider plants on Steve's desk and
hangingfromtheceilinginthediningroom. They
arerelativesof oneshissister Barb hasin Empo-
ria. | don’t remember if shehadtheoriginal plant
or wedid, but either way, alot of spider babies
havebeen batted off by busy kittensover thelast
20years.

When | look at the spider plants, | remember
both Barb and themany catswe have both taker
inover theyearsand smile.

My friend was right when she said that each
plant is more amemory than a piece of foliage.
And each memory isasmile.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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