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Pipeline snakes across county

PIPELINE, from Page 1

Roads67 and 5 south of Kanorado,
where the main welding gang was
working.

The welding foreman of Spread
2, DanaBratcher from south Texas,
was talking to Ecklund about a
scratch on one of the 78-foot sec-
tionsof pipethat wasbeing welded
aspart of acurveintheline.

Ecklundand Bratcher knelt down
to check the scratch with inspector
John “Red” Peebles. Each onefelt
along the scratch, whichwasabout
sixincheslongandwasintothepipe
itself.

“The red coating on the pipeis
important,” Ecklund said. “We
don’t want any breaksin the coat-
ing, but if itisasimplescratch, we
patchit.

“However, thisscratchisdeeper,
and wewill haveto cut asection of
the pipe out and replaceit.

“Itlookslikeitwasdonewhenit
was bent, but it could have been
doneat another time.”

Hesaid each sectionisinspected
when it is put on the rail car and
thereareat least three or four ropes
tokeep thepipesectionsseparated,
bothontherail cars, stackedinstor-
age and on thetrucks hauling them
tothefield.

Bratcher wanted to makeit clear
that his welding crew was not re-
sponsiblefor thescratch, and not to
have it listed as a bad weld that
caused the sectionto be cut out. He
said the welders are from union
Local 798 of Tulsa, Okla.

Ecklund, who coordinates the
efforts of the three sections of the
380-mile project, said he would
makesurethewel ding gangwasnot
flagged for thisproblem.

As the inspectors and foremen
checked out the scratch, the long-
necked tractors, carrying mobile
welding shacks, rolled along the
line, stopping at each joint to drop
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Welders and the portable shacks prepare to move onto another section of the Cheyenne Plains gas
Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Star-News

pipeline south of Kanorado.

downandallow crew using mecha-
nized weldersto seal the outside of
eachjoint.

Thewelding shacksarelikelittle
whitebuildingswithfold-upfloors
and air conditioning. They have a
cutout on each side the size of the
pipe. Thetractors move the shacks
into place, the shacks drop down,
thefloors ease underneath the pipe
and it takes less than five minutes
for themechanizedwelding gear to
make a complete circle. Then the
shacksfold up and move on to the
nextjoint.

Once the crews are done, the
welds areinspected, and if thereis
abad one, afollow up shack is
dropped onto the section to fix the
weld.

Ecklund said he gets a check of
the number of welds completed at
10 a.m. every morning of both the
main welding gang and the mini
gang, which works on special sec-
tions. That Saturday morning, the
main gang had done 64 weldswith
nobadwel dsand themini gang had
done 25 with no bad welds. The
main gang had covered nearly a

mile and the mini gang had done
about 2,000 feet of pipeline.

Ecklund said he coordinates the
processwith Lynn Christensen, the
overall project manager, and they
travel among the three sections
overseeing the progress of the
project.

“1 haveanapartmentin Stratton,”
Ecklundsaid, “but| amhardly there
morethan aday or two aweek.”

Bratcher said he hasbeen enjoy-
ing the area’s restaurants, and had
heardthat Big Ed’sinBird City was
the best placefor asteak.

County, fire board, review purchase policy

POLICY, from Page 1

policy. In-county suppliershavebeen
complaining the fire departments
buy too muchfromout of thecounty.

“We want to have as much pur-
chased locally as possible,” Tiede
said, “and wanted to find out how
the purchase of fire equipment was
handled.”

Duell saidthefireboardleft most
of the purchasing up to the chiefs,
but the board handled the purchase
of bigitemslikefiretrucks.

DennisBentzinger of Med Enter-
prises Fire Extinguishers, who has
acontract with Sherman County for
theinspection, testingandrepair of
the county fire extinguishers, had
raised the issue with commission-
erson August 31. Bentzinger said

hehasnot been asked to bid onany
of thefireequipment.

Tiede said it would be good if
Bentzinger let thefire chiefsknow
what he sells and get the informa-
tiontothefireboard andthechiefs.

“1 don’t know what he (Bentz-
inger) sells,” Chief Griffith said,
“andwedo havevendorscall onus.
Itishardtoremember whosellsfire
equipment.

“l admititishardtobreak anold
habit and order from someonenew.
It iseasy when asalesman callsto
say, ‘' Yes, we need this, go ahead
and getit.’”

“Wehad adepartment head meet-
ing,” Commissioner Kevin Rasure
said, “ and saidweweregoingtotry
towork with local vendors.”

“Yes, but the local guys haveto

let usknow what they have,” Grif-
fithreplied.

“| thought that wasmadecl ear at
themeeting,” Rasure said.

“Itisnot al hisfault,” Griffith
said.

Tiedeasked about six firenozzles
that were purchased Weis Fire
Saf ety Equipment from Salina.

Griffithsaidthreewerefor anew
truck and threewerereplacements.

“1 didnot call him (Bentzinger),”
Griffithsaid.“ Thatismyfault.l just
didn’tdoit.”

“That's my frustration,” Rasure
said.

“Most vendors put out acatalog
tolook at,” Chief Crumrinesaid. “I
have never met Bentzinger, nor
havel gotten abook from him.

“He's never come to me to ask
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823 Washington - Location, location, location!!! If you are
looking for a great location and good neighborhood, don’'t miss this
home. Within the last 5 1/2 years, lots of updates, which include new
hot water heater, garbage disposal, carpet, interior paint, new vanity in
main floor bathroom plus new tile in both bathrooms. This home also
offers Pacesetter windows plus metal siding. Call Tom to look at this
beautiful bi-level home at 785-899-3060, HomelL and Real Estate.

about fire equipment. Other ven-
dorsstop by my farm or stop at the
Brewster Co-op and talk to Assis-
tant Chief Rex Jamison.”

“We need to try to buy as much
aspossiblelocally,” Tiedesaid. “We
needtowatchit alot closer.”

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
asked Griffithif heusually buysfor
all thedepartmentsor whether each
chief buyswhat he needs.

“Usually each one buys what
they need,” Griffith said. “ Some-
timeswe can do better by purchas-
ing together.”

Sher man County
Household Hazar dous

Waste Collection

Saturday, September 11, 2004
7 am. to 11 am. Mountain time

For more information please contact Kenny Griffith at 821-1024.
No early drop off or no drop offs without personnel present.
There will be no Used Oil collected at this time.

For Sherman County Residents Only!

Lars Ecklund and inspector John Peebles inspect a scratch that

will require a section of pipe to be cut out and replaced.

Pipeline construction
done in 10 phases

The pipe-laying process has
about 10 phases, saysL arsEcklund,
project construction coordinator for
the Cheyenne Plains gas pipeline,
with clearing and grading theright
of way first.

Ecklund said the first crew also
buildsgatesthroughfences, adding
that there were more than 40 gates
inthe second section.

Trenching the ditch for the pipe
is the next phase, followed by
stringing the pipe sections along-
sidetheditch. Ecklund said oncethe
pipeis strung along the ditch, the
bending crew is next to arrive.
Where there are curves or valleys
and hillsthat havetobecrossed, the
sectionsarebent toexact specifica
tions.

The preparation gang is next.
Each section of pipe getsalip on
each end, prepared with a cutting
machine that gets the edges ready
for welding. With this crew are
workers who stop at each section
and use magnets to pick up metal
filingsfrom the cutting machine.

“We don’t want anything buried
withthe pipethat might scratchthe
coating,” Ecklund said. “With care
in handling the pipe, it will bein
excellent shape for many yearsin
thefuture.”

The mini-gang, awelding crew,
moves ahead of the main gang and
welds the special sections where

HHW Facility
1820 Cherry Street
Goodland, Kansas

there are bends. The first part of
both the mini and main crewsisan
automatic welding machinewhich
joinsthe pipe sectionsfromthein-
side. Mounted on along pipe, the
welder isslid along inside the pipe
sectionsasthey arelifted into posi-
tion.

Each section of pipeis raisec
about threefeet off theground, anc
wooden skids are used to support
the sections while the welding i<
done. Thepipelineisraisedtoallow
thefloor of portablewel ding shacks
todip underneath.

Once the pipe sections are
welded, the ends are capped until
they are ready for final assembly.
Welds are inspected on each sec-
tion, and wheretherearescratches,
they are patched, and thejoints are
coated to make them moisture
proof.

As the assembl ed pipe sections
arejoined, they areagaininspectec
and coated before being lifted intc
thetrench. The pipeissurveyedtc
makesureitisintheproper position
beforethetrenchisfilled. Sections
arehydrotestedfor |eaksbeforethe
final phaseisbegun.

Recoveringthetopsoil andresto-
ration of the ground is the final
phase. Once the construction is
completetheentirepipelinewill be
pressure tested before it can be
placed into service.

Shop Burlington for all your needs

.

/~ - N\ [ = : N N (7 \ [ N N
Health Essentials HE The Feed Bunk
1.:%_5‘_:?:_-%‘}1 Errington & Errington Your authorized dealel’
YOUI: -Total Park Place Interior Design | | for Barenburg Irrigated Let
. Interior Design & Grasses fal ; :
Scrapbooking Store Specialty F,?,ra. “Forage For Profit” Advertisi ng <Flooring=Gift Items
Hundreds of papers, stickers & Specia”zing in all your design . I Gourmet ChOCOIate
Natural Foods, Vitamins, accessories. Many albums to needs ar!d now carrying work for you: <Window Covering
N 543 :!.4th Street, =Custom floral arrangements Sorghum-SundangraSS at 785-899-2338 Su perior F|00ring &
Natural Living Cottage Burlington, Co. =Specials on window and Annual Forages Rugs
& Wellness Center 719-346-5538 1-800-247-9081 | |treatment & wall coverings 1847 Rose Ave. 360 14th Street. Burlington. C
i Monday - Friday 8 a.m. -5 p.m. i ; ' ’ gton, L.o.
314 14th Street, Burlington, Co. y y p 524 15th St., Burlington, Co. Burlington, Co. 719-346-7579
719-346-4681 PAR Saturday 8 a.m. - noon JANS 719-346-4626 J \719-346-5220 or 800-428-7560) \_ JAN Dan & Myrna Troyer Y,




