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Felver spends summer In Japan

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland Star-News

Six weeks in Japan has given
Goodland’sAliciaFelver anew per-
spectiveon adifferent culture.

Felver, 16, wentinto her summer
vacationarmedwithcultural ideals
given to her by a Japanese foreign
exchangestudent her family hosted
yearsago.

“When| wasyounger, wehosted
agirl from Japan,” she said. “ She
got meinterested in the culture.”

Felver boarded an airplane on
June 22 for her first solo flight and
flewto L osAngeles, whereshemet
agroup from American Field Ser-
vice, theorganizationthat arranged
the exchange program.

Twelve hours after she got on a
planein California, she stepped off
into awholenew world, Osaka, Ja-
pan.

Shesaidher group stayedthefirst
night in a youth hostel that was
decked out in traditional Japanese
style. Shesaid that following Japa-
nese custom, they had to remove
their shoesat thedoor and wear dif-
ferent slippersfor different rooms.

Thestudentsslept onfutons, tra-
ditional Japanese mattresses, on a
tatami floor, afloor covering made
of rice straw covered by woven
rush.

Through most of her stay, Felver
said, she lived with a host family,
the Kamos. She had a 13-year-old
host brother Yoki anda10-year-old
host sister lomi. Communication
withthefamily worked out most of
thetime, but somethingswerelost
intranslation.

“My host mom spoke English
pretty well,” she said, “but there
werelots of misunderstandings.”

Most of her time in Japan was
spent attending a month-long lan-
guagecoursetolearn Japanese. She
learned key wordslike hello, good
morning and good-bye from a
brightly colored booklet entitled
“First StepsinJapanese.” Although
she claims she didn’t learn much
Japanese, her mother, Elaine, said
she randomly dlips foreign words
into conversation.

Alicia Felver said setting off fire-
worksis aregular pastimeinthe
summers in Japan. During her
six-week stay, she said they
went to several street festivals
where they played games,
watched performances and set

off fireworks.
Photos provided by Alicia Felver

To get to school, Felver rode 45
minutes every day on acommuter
traininthelarge, unfamiliar city.

“It seemed likeany bigcity,” she
said, “except it wasin Japanese.”

Onemajor differencewasinthe
food sheate, startingwiththetradi-
tional Japaneselunchesshetook to
school. Instead of peanut butter and
jelly, sheatericeand meat withveg-
etablesin asauce, acold wet com-
bination shedidn’t muchlike.

Although she doesn’t like fish,
she said shedid try sushi once, but
it was sushi made with cooked
steak.

“It was pretty good,” she said.

Felver said she tried traditional
Japanesenoodles, Koreanfood and
even Indian curry. She said she
didn’ttry thetacos, though, because
in Japan taco means octopus.

Felver boasts about her profi-
ciency with chop sticks.

“| can pick up asingle grain of
sticky rice with chop sticks,” she
said. “ Therewerenoforks.”

different experience. Shesaiditwas

During her stay in Japan, 16-year-old Alicia Felver made good
friends with Sora, her host family’s dog. Felver can add the dog’s
Even the weather offered her a name, the Japanese word for sky, to the list of words she learned

in the language course she took in Japan.

very hot and humid, withthewinds
shifting one day as a typhoon
moved through Osaka.

“It was basically just wind and
rain,” she said of the hurricane-
strength storm.

Sinceshevisited duringthesum-
mer, Felver attended a couple of
street festivalsand hel pedlight fire-
works.

Although sheisinterested in
Japanese animee, animated televi-
sion shows, and Manga, animee
comic books, she said she espe-
cially likesthe traditional parts of
Japan.

“1I"'m more interested in the his-
tory andtheculture,” shesaid.

Shevisited Todaiji, ahugetemple
in Nara, a nearby traditional city,
whereshesaw Japan’slargest Bud-
dhastatue. For thefestivals, shesaid
many people dressed up in tradi-
tional clothing and she brought
home a Yukata, or a summer ki-
mono made of cotton.

For fun, Felver spentalot of time
roaming the city with some of her
Americanclassmates. Lydia, oneof
the friends she made, is from near
Kansas City and the two plan to
keepintouch.

She also visited Universal Stu-
diosJapan, an aquarium, akaraoke
hall, anamusement park and aJapa-
nese version of summer camp.

Japanwasthefifthforeigncoun-
try Felver has visited, and she has
been to almost all of the 50 states
with her family.

Shesaid her mother, the German
teacher for Goodland school, trav-
els to Europe regularly with stu-
dentsand Jon, her father, theschool
psychologist, lovestotravel.

“He'salwayslooking for aplace
togo,” said Elaine.

Next summer, Felver plans to
continuetravelingwithatriptolre-
land, England, Wales and France
with her mother.

Overall, she said her experience
inJapanwaspositiveand shehad a
goodtime.

“It wasreally cool,” shesaid. “I
gottoseeanew culture. | gotto see
another part of theworld.”

Group
supports
students

Japan, Chinaand Colombia
arejust afew of the countries
that have shared their cultures
with Goodland through help
from the American Field Ser-
vice, anational group that ar-
ranges trips and matches up
host families for foreign ex-
change students.

Elaine Felver, amember of
thegroup’sGoodland chapter,
said students from Colombia
and China have recently ar-
rivedintown.

In Goodland, the group
hel psto support studentswho
come to town through fund
raisers. Felver said they pay
for graduation fees, senior
photos, school lunches and
they offer amonthly stipendto
foreign students.

Thegroup also supportsstu-
dents from Goodland who
travel to foreign countries.
Felver saidher daughterAlicia
got a scholarship to use on a
recent six week trip to Japan.

Felver said Alicia went
through extensive paperwork
and screening to be accepted
for the program.

She said host families here
alsohavetogothrough screen-
ing before they can take on a
student.

American Field Service,
Felver said, isoneof themost
well known agencies for ex-
change students.

The Goodland chapter
meets monthly, she said, and
they had a meeting as awel-
come back for Alicia and a
welcometo Goodland for the
two new exchange students.

Aliciasaid shefelt comfort-
able going overseas with the
group becauseof their reputa-
tion and service.”It'salot of
support,” shesaid.

Maine drug trafficker leads Colorado, Kansas officials on manhunt

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland Star-News

A man wanted for cocaine traf-
ficking in Maine led police on a
manhunt — and got away —
through eastern Colorado near the
Kansasborder Saturday.

The suspect, 25-year-old Jason
Belmar of Corinna, Maine, is
wanted for aggravated cocainetraf -
ficking, saidareport fromtheColo-
rado State Patrol.

He reportedly has escaped from
authoritiesinthepast and may have
been involved in home invasions
and kidnappings.

Heis described as white, 6 feet
tall, and 210 pounds with short
blonde hair.

Belmar was spotted by Trooper
Duane Laverenz of the Colorado
State Patrol when the 1-70 west-

corrections

bound 1994 Saturnhewasridingin
was stopped for speeding about six
miles west of Kanorado, said Sgt.
LanceWheat of the Col orado State
Patrol.

WhenTrooper Laverenzand Cpl.
Kirk Preston,whowascalledinfor
backup, attemptedtoarrest Belmar,
heranintoacornfield north of the
I-70 frontage road just west of the
bean plant.

Officers from throughout the
area, including the Burlington Po-
lice, theColorado Divisionof Wild-
life, the Kit Carson County
Sheriff’sDepartment and atracking
dog and two dog handlersfromthe
KansasPoliceDepartmentin Colby
and a bloodhound from the State
Department of Transportation in
Limon, Colo. were brought in to
searchthefield.

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338 to re-
port errors.We believe that news

should befair and factual.

We want to keep an accurate
record and appreciate you calling
toour attentionany failuretoliveup
tothisstandard.

for
Pat Sawyer

. “Pat Sawyer” is Retiring from the City of

'Goodland Police Department after 25

: years.

__f"We are having a reception for “Pat” and
* you are all invited. Let us all wish her

well.

City Hall
204 West 11th Street
in the Commission Room
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Wheat said 15 officers were in-
volved inthe manhunt.

Two deputiesfrom the Sherman
County Sheriff’s Department also
were set up on the state lineto pa-
trol.

The hunt continued as Larry
Feldhousen and John Stewart, pi-
lots from Burlington, Colo.,
searched for Belmar by air.

The search was called off about
6:30 p.m. duetodecreased daylight
andrain.

The man next appeared roughly
an hour later, when he knocked on
the door of Dennis Coryell, about
six mileswest of theborder and one
milenorth of I-70.

Coryell said he recognized
Belmar and called 911, which
spurred a second chase near the
Coryell farm.

Thereport quotesCoryell assay-
ing Belmar looked “ pretty miser-
able, muddy and cold.”

Theofficersnever foundthesus-
pect, but St. Francis police chief
Troy Gardner said Sunday morning
they recovered a1991 Ford flatbed

pickup that had been stolen from
Rick Trahernamileandahalf north
of theoriginal search area.

Gardner said the truck was
found abandoned west of town on
US36.

Sunday morninganother vehicle,
a1993 Ford Escort wagon, contain-
inga.22-caliberrifleandahandgun
aong with some ammunition, was
reported stolen fromin front of the
Good Samaritan Village in St.
Francis.

“Whoever stolethevehiclefrom
the parking lot here doeshave pos-
session of the weapons,” Gardner
said.

Since one vehicle was left and
another stolenduringthesametime
frame, Garner said they have
loosely linked the crimes.

“Circumstantialy,” hesaid, “we
do believethat they arerelated.”

Theownersof thestolenvehicle,
Chris and Deb Cisneros, of Bird
City, told the policethat it waslow
on fuel and they didn’t expect the
thief to get very far.

Wheat said Belmar may till bein

Take the Open House

Tour!
Sunday, September 12, 2004

Cole Real Estate is offering 3 homes for you to view and
buy. Here’s the tour schedule:

theareaor hecouldhavebeengiven
arideby an unsuspecting motorist.

Hewarnedthat Belmar isdesper-
ateand should betreated asdanger-
ous.

Online news sources report
Belmar hasahistory of fleeing po-
lice.

Fiveyearsagohewasfacing bur-
glary chargesin Newport District
Courtwhenhejumped out of awin-
dow to escape police.

He originally fled Corinna on
Aug. 19 when police discovered 8
poundsof cocaineburiedintheyard
of hisgrandmother’shome.

Wheat warned against attempt-
ing to stop him and suggested re-
porting anything suspicious to
emergency dispatch by calling
911.

Wheat said the woman driving
the Saturn when it was stopped on
[-70, MichelleCarmack, 27, from
Palm Bay, Fla., was arrested for
speeding and no driverslicense.

She was held in the Kit Carson
County Jail on $25,000 bond anc
sheis facing criminal chargesin
Maine.

Tuesday, Carmack waved extra-
dition to Maine and Thursday twc
officers from Maine were in Kit
Carson County to pick her up.

Wheat said althoughthey didn’t
catch Belmar, he was happy with
the way the departments re-
sponded.

“1"'m very pleased with the way
thingswent,” hesaid. “Weused all
the resources we could, but you
can't catch all of them.”

www.shayrealty.com

Are You Looking for a Country Home?

EASY ACCESS TO CHARMING HOME ON 16+/- ACRES
[

Affordable 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath home offers
1,698 sq. ft., plus basement central heat &
P AC; 2-car garage; nice 5,000 sq. ft. Butler
,."' bu11d1ng,2 bdrm., 1-bath guest house. 16 acres
native pasture. Just north of I-70, east of
Goodland, KS. ALL JUST $143,000!

REMODELED HOME ON 15+/- ACRES IS RARE FIND

717 Lovely 2-story, 5 bedroom, 2.5-bath home
with Jacuzzi, new hardwood floors, tile &

’ carpeting; new well & septic; 3-car garage,

# barn & other buildings, all with new roofs.
Near scenic Beaver Creek. 12 mi. NE of
Goodland, KS.

COUNTRY HOME ON 6.63 ACRES JUST OFF OIL
e } 1,966 sq. ft., 4-bedroom, 1% bath home wih
basement, deck all appliances. 24°x38’ barn,
30°x70° quonset & other out-buildings. New
plumbing & septic system. Just 1/2 mi. from
oil, 3.5 W. & 1/2 mi. N. of Bird City, KS.

VERY NICE HOME ON 4.13 ACRES
5N . 4+ | Remodeled 2,042 sq. ft. ranch home. 4 bdrms,

& 3 baths, with newer windows, carpet, siding
i & roof Finished basement, covered patio,

=8 attached 1-car garage, new 24'x50' open-front
B steel building, older barn. 4 N. & 1 W. of

- —

217 Sycamore 2:45-4 p.m.
Brochures will be available on each home.

If you are ready to buy a home in Goodland, come take a look on
Sunday afternoon. We can help you find the perfect home!
Interest rates are low so now is the time to buy.

Cole Real Estate

Charlene Cole, Broker Diana Spinney, Salesperson
] 112 West 13th  Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-2683

LENDER

Wray. 30285 Co. Rd. 39, Wray, CO.

SEVERAL RURAL HOMESITES FOR SALE
* Homesite with well & elect. & 480 ac. grass & crop. N. of Goodland.
® (1) 80-ac. homesite with well & elect.; (1) 32-ac. homesite; (2) 24-ac.
homesites. All located app. 15 mi. W. of Goodland near 1-70.
¢ Homesite with well & elect. and 100 Acres Republican River bottom.
Located 15 mi. NE of St. Francis, KS.

Please check our website for other nice properties
in Northwest Kansas and Northeast Colorado!

Rodney W. Shay, 785-332-2566
Ryan W. Shay 783-332-2566
Reese W. Shay, 970-332-3350
Diana Argabright, 785-626-3196

Our Goal is
Your Satisfaction!

REALTY Inc.

107 E. Washington ¢ St. Francis, KS

Serving Kan. - Colo. - Neb.
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