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from our viewpoint...

Hullabaloo over,
time to turn off tube

TheOlympicsareover. Theathleteshavegonehome
and the cheers, groansand moansareover.

Thefinger pointingwill begoingonforalongtime,
aswill the problems Greece will have dealingwith a
bunch of white el ephant stadiumsit no longer needs.

The Democratic and Republican conventions are
over, amidst pageantry and protests.

Wasanyonesurprised at whowasnominated or what
hesaid?Wasthereanything doneor said at either con-
ventionthat wasstartling, wonderful, exciting, glam-
orousor unexpected?

Were any outcomesever in doubt?

Areweredly tired of all the national and interna-
tional hullabal oo?

Now isthetimeto turn off thetube and | ook out the
back window.

Now isthetimetogooutinto our ownbackyardsand
take stock of what we have herein our hometown.

Theworld has celebrated some of the greatest ath-
letes performing today, but there are others out there
working just as hard, striving in the heat and cold to
be perfect and noticed.

Now isthetimetogotoahighschool football game,
avolleyball or tennismatch or cross country meet.

Your children, grandchildren, neighborsandfriends
children areout there practicing, striving, working to
becomethe best that they can be onthefield, court or
course. They'regoing to classall day and then prac-
ticing every night.

Theleast we can doisget out thereand cheer.

The wesather is nice and the kids are working their
heartsout.

If you' retired of superstars, look at theyoung spar-
klersright hereat home.

Not only that, but you know these young athl etes.

They’ re bagging your groceries at the store, deliv-
ering your newspaper, mowing the neighbor’slawn,
volunteering at thenursing home, running errandsfor
their parents, babysitting the brats down the street,
hanging out on the corner and practicing at the skate-
board park.

If you don't carefor sports, theschoolsoffer alot of
other programsthat the public can enjoy.

Catchaband or vocal concert, student play (they’re
usually wonderful), scholar bowl match, debatetour-
nament or art show.

L ook inyour own backyard, andyou’ |l besurprised
at thetalent and enthus asmwehaveright here.—Cyn-
thiaHaynes
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War on terrorism

There were solemn ceremonies and mo-
ments of silence across the country Saturday
to remember the 3,100-plus people who died
in the hijacked planes, the Pentagon and the
Twin Towersthreeyearsago.

This act of terror did more to galvanize
Americans against terrorists — especially
Osamabin Laden and al-Qaida— than other
scattered actionsthat beganinAugust 7, 1998,
withthebombingsof theUnited Statesembas-
siesin Tanzania and Kenya. These attacks
killed over 200 people, andin October 2000 bin
Laden’sterroristsattackedtheUSSColeinthe
Yemeni port of Aden.

Theseattacksencouraged binLaden, butdid
not awaken Americans to the coming threat.
The attacks made the news, but they were not
understood astheopeningroundinbinLaden’s
self-proclaimedwar agai nst the United States.

Bin Laden got his start in 1979 fighting in
Afghanistan against the Soviets as part of an
underground war supported by the United
States.

It was finefor the Americansto support his
fightersagainst the Soviets, andwhentheRus-
sian army pulled out in 1989, he returned to
Saudi Arabiaasahero.

But two years later when Saddam Hussein
invaded Kuwait and threatened binLaden’sna-
tivecountry, that wasdifferentinhismind. Bin
Laden went to the Saudi royal family and said
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hisfighterscould take on the Iragisrather than
let the infidels of America bring troops to his
country. Theroyal family told bin Laden they
felt they needed the support of the Americans
and British, and told bin Ladento stay out of it.

Bin Laden |eft Saudi Arabiabefore hewas
arrested for speaking out against the Saudi
royal family and the Americans, and flew out
of the country to begin recruiting more fight-
ersinhisnew refuge, SudaninAfrica. Hisha-
tred of Americansgrew deeper, and heplanned
to take revenge on the country hefelt had de-
filed hishomeland.

Hetrained and tested his al-Qaidafighters
and tested America'swill in Somalia. He be-
lievedAmerican’swereweak, anddidnot have
the stomach to really fight or defend them-
selves. Histerroristsmadean attempt to bring
downtheWorld Trade Center in 1993, but the
bomb was not strong enough.

Bin Laden survived severa attemptstokill
him, including attacksby the United Stateson
hisstrongholdinAfghanistan. Hishatred con-
tinued to deepen against Americans.

NIts three year anniversary

Threeyearsago, hetook hisrevengewiththe
help of 15 fellow Saudi’swho were specially
trained and hiddenintheUnited States, await-
ing the order to strike.

Terrorism hasbeenwith theworldfor many
centuries, longer than bin Laden, but he per-
sonifiestheterrorist|eader of today. Effortsto
find him continue, with American troopsin
Afghanistan searching along the Pakistani
border in the underground tunnels he built
yearsago.

Much of the attention of the American pub-
lic has been diverted to the fighting and vio-
lencein Irag, but bin Laden lurksin the back-
ground and continuesto plan and plot waysto
attack Americanswherever he can.

Rememberingtheterror attack of threeyears
ago, weneedtoremember Iragwasnot thecul -
prit in that, and while Saddam needed to be
removed from power, itisnot himor hiscoun-
try who havetargeted our country for attack —
itisbin Laden and al-Qaida.

Whether we capture or kill bin Laden, that
will notendthewar onterrorism. For thosewho
died three years ago, we must be prepared to
go the distance no matter how long and how
many administrations come and go.

Wemustgoon. Great civilizationsinhistory
have not fallen to invasions, but rather from
losingtheir national identity and their determi-
nation.

College savings: Plan for kids tomorrow

Lookingat your 8year old, it'shardtoimag-
ine she will one day be packing al of her be-
longings into boxes and moving off into the
world.

It'shardtoimaginethat thislittlepersonwill
oneday attend collegeand start acareer of her
own. It's hard to imagine it will happen —
much less what a post-secondary education
will costin10years.

Educational costsarerisingrapidly andwill
likely continuetoincreaseevery year. Tuition
rose 14 percent at four-year collegesand 6 per-
centat privateinstitutionsinthepastyear And,
the average annual cost for tuition, room and
board is currently $13,833 at public in-state
collegesand $29,541 at privateschools. Those
numbers can be overwhelming, but investing
inyour children’ seducationdoesn’thavetobe.

September is National College Savings
Month for the State of Kansas and Learning
Quest/Eiscel ebratingwith contestsand prizes!
L earning Questisa529-educationinvestment
plan established by the State of Kansas, and
administered by the State Treasurer’s office,
for our children, grandchildren, nieces, neph-
ewsand evenfriends.

We are asking Kansas' seventh and eighth
grade students to write an essay about some-
onethey admirewho went to collegeand how
it has hel ped the person succeed. One winner
from each grade level will receive a $1,000
Learning Quest college investment and one
runner-upwinner fromeachgradewill receive
a$500 Learning Quest account. All winners
will receiveacel ebration party for their class-
mates. Home school students are eligible to
participate. If ahomeschool winner or runner-
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up isselected, they will receive acelebration
party for their immediate family. Kansas stu-
dentsenrolled in seventh or eighth grade can
enter through entry formsdistributed to prin-
cipalsandteachersinAugust. Formsareavail -
ablefor download at | earningguest.com/essay.
Contest entriesmust bereceived by Thursday,
Sept. 30.

Wearepleasedto celebrate College Savings
Month by offeringachancetowin$10,000in
college savings accounts. Adults are encour-
agedtoenter thelL earning Quest Sweepstakes
to win one of the two $5,000 accounts. For
detail sabout thesweepstakes, call 1-877-345-
8837 ext. 2129 or visit (before December 31,
2004) learningquest.com to enter.

At the State Treasurer’s office, we want to
help parents face the growing challenges of
savingfor collegeby educating citizensabout
LearningQuest. Learning Questisdesignedto
help you plan for tomorrow by taking action
today that canmakepayingfor your children's
collegeeducation easier. Kansasresidentscan
open a Learning Quest account with aslittle
as$25amonthorjusta$s500initial investment,
but Kansasresidency isnotrequiredtopartici-
pate in the plan. Residents of other states can
open an account with just $50 a month or a
$2,500initial investment.

L earning Quest accountshave benefitsthat

can help you today. Kansas taxpayers are €li-
giblefor an annual deduction from their Kan-
sasadjusted grossincomeupto $2,000 ($4,00C
for married/filing jointly) for contributions
made per student per year, and your earnings
grow tax-free. Starting December 31, Kansas
residents can deduct contributions into their
L earning Quest accountsupto $3,000if single
filingjointly and up to $6,000if marriedfiling
jointly. I was proud to propose this changein
the law last year and work closely with [aw-
makersto seeit passed.

Savingfor collegeisadauntinggoal, but one
that can be reached with the help of state pro-
gramssuchasL earning Quest. Call 1-800-579-
2203orvisit* http://www.learningquest.com”
for moreinformation on how to openal earn-
ing Quest account today!

Asaways, it is apleasure serving as your
State Treasurer and administering the Learn-
ing Quest 529 Education Savings Program.
Please contact meif thereisanything | can do
for you.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste. We en-
courage letters, with address and phone num-
bers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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