Greg Williams, owner of the new downtown aquarium and pet shop
Just Ponds and More, let the store pet Sunny, a yellow sun conyar
bird, perch on his shoulder while he made phone calls. Sunny’s
cage is behind Williams’ desk. He said that keeping her quiet can
be difficult, but she is a good pet and likes children.
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| Just Pondsexpandsbusiness

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland Star-News

The small watery eyes staring
from the other side of a pane of
glass, adightly fishy smell andthe
exotichairy petsnear theback make
downtown Goodland’s newest
business, Just Ponds and More, a
likely hangout for animalslovers.

The Just Ponds name may befa-
miliar to Goodlandresidents, since
owner Greg Williams said, they
havebeeninbusinessinstallingand
supplying ponds for almost four
years.

The new downtown location re-
placestheold Luci’sAquarium, he
said, and it gives the business the
opportunity to offer morethan just
ponds.

“It just made more senseto have
astorefront for our business,” he
said.

And moreis for sale, from the
hairy eight-legged monster tucked
safely behind lock-and-key, to

Buffalo meat praised

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland Star-News

The large pair of buffalo horns
mounted on the wall, an environ-
mentalist point of view and the ex-
citement when hedescribeshisnew
product, all natural Buffaloaf,
makes Ken Klemm's success with
the Buffalo Guys seem natural .

In his one-room office Klemm,
founder and managing partner of
the Goodland-based onlinebuffalo
meat sal es company, works along-
sidethecompany’sonly employee,
LeighField.

“We direct everything from
here,” he says.

The company that Klemm and
Peter Thieriot, his\WWyoming-based
partner, started four years ago has
taken off, said Klemm, with more
salesfollowing aspot in anational
magazine.

“Thearticle' sbeenvery goodfor
business,” hesaid.

The magazine Bon Appetit
touted the Buffalo Guys' all-natu-
ral buffalo hot dogsasa“fit frank”
inits“ Top Picks’ section. Itsaidthe
hot dogs were a“ peppery lower-

calorie alternative to classic beef
and pork dogs.”

“That saysalot for alittle busi-
nessinnorthwest Kansas,” Klemm
said.

He started the business after he
movedin1999toasmall ranch, run-
ning about 100 buffalo, on Beaver
Creek 18 miles northeast of
Goodland. He said he started a
ranch here because thisisthe area
where buffal o roamed years ago.

“It's the heart of buffalo coun-
try,” hesaid.

The Buffalo Guys started as a
way tomarket thetwo men’shison,
and it has grown into an organiza-
tion that has several other growers
andemploysslaughtering, process-
ing and shipping services.

Klemm said the success of the
company’s meat is because of the
al-natural ingredients. Thebuffalo
areraisedwithout theuseof growth
hormonesor antibiotics. Hesaidthe
animals run in open pastures and
they arenot fed animal by-products.

“Our meat isthefinest of thefin-
est,” hesaid.

Buffalo Guys' products offer

consumers a healthy choice,
Klemm said.

IninformationfromtheU.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, bison is
listed asthemost healthy meat, con-
taining even lessfat, saturated fat,
calories and cholesterol than skin-
lesschicken.

The company also offersconve-
niencefor customers, Klemmsaid,
with buffalo patties, steaks, hot
dogs, jerky, ribs and more sent di-
rectly to customers. Klemm said
Buffalo Guys products are avail-
ableinrestaurantsand natural food
grocery storesin all 50 states and
Puerto Rico.

“FromtheAtlantic Ocean all the
way to the Pacific Ocean,” hesaid.

The trademarked Buffaloaf, he
said, is a convenient precooked
microwavable meal.

Peopleinterestedintryingthehot
dogs can stop at the Stage Stop
Sinclair stationat theeast Goodland
exit off I-70. The buffalo products
also are available online at
www.TheBuffaloGuys.com or by
calling (888) 330-8686 or 899-
9274.

Lotbecominggrainoffice

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

A vacant lot is getting a
makeover, allowing a Goodland
graindeal er tomoveitsadministra-
tive office closer toitselevators.

Mueller Grain Co. hopestomove
into its new office, on 17th Street
across from its elevators, in Octo-
ber. Theformer siteof Dairy Queen,
across the street from the Cowboy
L oop, has been vacant since the
building was torn down in August
2001.

General Manager LynnHoelting
said the company has owned the
land several years and decided it
wastimetomovedownthere. Itwill
be a better use of the property, he
sai d, and amoreefficient useof per-
sonnel, a consolidation of opera-
tions.

The new office will serve the
samefunctionsasthecurrent siteat

1204 Main, Hoelting said. The
company can serve farmers from
either location, but it should be a
convenience for customers to just
walk acrossthe street after deliver-
inggrain.

“The comments |’ ve received
from the community have been
positive,” Hoelting said. “We'll
help dressup avacant corner.”

United Brokerage, currently at
1202 Main, alsowill moveintothe
new building. They are a separate
business, Hoelting said, but will
occupy spacethere.

Mueller Grain’s administrative
offices have been at the current lo-
cation since 1997, Hoelting said,
renting the space from the
McGinley family. Thecompany has
been happy with the location, he
said, and the landlord has treated
themwell.

Whenthecompany movedin, he

said, theofficefitwell withhow the
business needed to operate. Now it
seems like a good ideato consoli-
date operations, hesaid.

NationwideHomesisthegeneral
contractor on the project, Hoelting
said, andthey aresubcontractingto
other areafirms.

Thebuildingwill beaUniversal
Building Code modular construc-
tion, Elizabeth Adams, a salesper-
son at Nationwide said, meaning it
is built for the specific site and
meetsthesamecodesasit wouldif
built on the site and meets all zon-
ing regulations.

The office is being built now in
Plainville by Schult Homes Corp,
shesaid, and the basementisbeing
doneby Dick Morton.

Justin Burgess, salesmanager at
Nationwide, said the building may
bedelivered to the site the week of
Sept. 20.

Band going to entertain troops

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

A Goodland native will take his
rock band ontour overseesto enter-
tainthetroopsin Irag.

DavidFairbanks, sonof Jerry and
Annette Fairbanks of Goodland,
will be going on athree-week, six-
nation tour, with his Kansas City-
based band Pomeroy, to entertain
U.S.andalliedtroopsintheMiddle
East.

Thegroupwill perform Saturday
at the Kansas State Fair in
Hutchinson beforel eaving Sunday
on the USO tour. They will go to
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Djibouti,
Pakistan, Qatar andtheUnitedArab
Emirates, performing for the men
andwomenonthefrontlinesinthe
war on terror.

corrections

Fairbanksisthe band's lead vo-
calist and percussionist. The band
aso includes Matt Marron, guitar/
vocals, ChrisDavis, drums; Tyson
Leslie, keyboards/guitar; and Dean
Hopkins, bass.

He said the group was eager to
play apart in amodern legacy to
Bob Hope'sfamoustours.

“It’'s pretty simple why we're
down with the cause,” Fairbanks
said. “We wake up every day and
worry about playing our next show
whiletherearethousandsof people
our ageand younger wakingupand
worrying if they aregonnaget am-
bushed or hit by a suicide bomber
on their next patrol. If the P-Crew
sound cangivethesefolksaminute
toforget thethreat and haveagood
time, thenthat’sagood enough rea-

sontodoit.”
Thegroup’smanagerssentitsCD
toArmed ForcesEntertainment, he
said, andthegroupwasapprovedto
perform for thetroops.
Themissionisn'tjust themusic,
Fairbanks said; it's hand-shaking,
morale-boosting and bringing a
littlebit of Americato thesoldiers.
Fairbanksis a 1994 Goodland
High School graduate. Hewent on
theKansas StateUniversity, where
hemet Hopkins, MarronandDavis.
Fairbanks and Marron began put-
ting the band together in the sum-
mer of 1997 and added Hopkinsand
Davisby thewinter of 1998.
Leslie was added after the
group’s second CD, “Cocoon
Club,” became a success. Their
third releaseis* I dentity.”

Thearticle“KiwanisClub gives
back to kids” on the community
page of the Friday, Sept. 10, issue
of TheGoodland Sar-Newssaidthe
Sherman County Fair Board re-
ceived $100fromtheKiwanisClub

for helpingat theHamburger Shack
at the Northwest Kansas District
Free Fair. The fair board actually
got $1,000. This was a reporting
error.

NENEN

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors.

birds, lizards, snakes, hamsters, rats
and more. The store also carries
food, cages, dog beds, treats, nets,
pumps, filtersand other accessories
for theanimalsthey sell.

Thesouthsideof thestoreislined
withaguariumsfilledwith over 150
kindsof fish.

Williamssaidthat the Just Ponds
portion of thebusinesshasbeen af -
filiatedwithfishsupplierssincethe
beginning, sohecanget almost any
typeof fishacustomer wants.

“With us,” he said. “It’s pretty
much being able to supply our-
selveswithfish.”

Just Pondsis afamily business,
hesaid, and hisbrother-in-law farm
Matt McBride' sfish farmin Okla-
homaistheir fish supplier.

Thefamily ownsall parts of the
business, he said, from the fish
farmsto the trucks which haul the
fish.

Williams said he gets blue gill,
grass carp, large- and smallmouth

bass and all types of goldfish for
stocking ponds and selling in the
store.

Thefamily extendsto another of
Williams' contacts who builds the
custom pondsthat they install.

“We build ponds,” he said. “We
calit*fromthebackyardtotheback
40"

Just Ponds’ work can be seen
right here in town, throughout the
state and in Oklahoma and Col o-
rado. Williamssaid hewill go any-
where for customers, private or
commercial, evenif itisoutside of
thestate.

Hesaidthey build 6to 8 pondsper
year andthey stock, cleanand main-
tain ponds.

“We do anything on the ponds,”
he said, “from putting themiin, to
taking them out.”

Although Williams is not from
Kansas, he moved hereto in 1991
and has been a part of the commu-
nity ever since. Hesaid heloveshis

job and works around ponds and
fish becauseitisfamiliar.

“I’vebeenraisedwithfishfarms
all my life,” he said. “There's not
much in (the store) that | haven’t
had growing up.”

This past summer, Williams|ost
his wife, Christine, ateacher and
lifelong Goodlandresident, inacar
accident. Hesaid opening thestore
washerideaandrealizingthat goal
isatestament to who shewas.

“It's fulfilling a family dream,”
hesaid. " | wish shecould haveseen
it.”

For thefuture, Williamssaid they
arethinking of bringing fish closer
to Goodland within the next five
yearsby putting in ahatchery near
thestateline. Hewould also liketc
put abait store inside of the build-
ing.

Williamssaid heand histwo chil-
dren, 6-year-old Cayleeand 8-year-
old Garrett, want tothank peopl efor
their support already.

Ken Klemm, founder and managing partner of the Buffalo Guys, a Goodland-based buffalo meat
sales company, unloaded a box of the all natural buffalo hot dogs featured as a “Top Pic” in Bon Apetit
magazine. Klemm said the dogs are available here by calling his office, and he will offer a special
Photo by Kathryn Gurfinkel/The Goodland Star-News

local rate.

Goodland Star-News

Announces

True

Rollback

Savings

From September 20 to October 1

We are rolling back our advertising
prices to the 2000 rates.
Check with Anne, Robin or Doug.

1205 Main, Goodland, Kan.

785-899-2338




