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from other pens...

Our handwriting
may affect reading

Intoday’sworld, therearecomputersinpractically ev-
ery homeandinall schools. Kidscangoamost anywhere
and do almost anything on acomputer — and, most are
much better on the computer than their parents.

Oneof thenicethingsabout computersisbeing ableto
read what is being written. Unfortunately, much of the
handwriting skillshave dlipped to theside— some have
slipped to the bottom and are completely illegible.

In arecent article, the writer was saying that brain re-
search indicates good old fashioned penmanship could
be a contributing factor in the “dumbing down of
America’ andtorisingilliteracy.

Handwriting evidently hasaphysiol ogical/psychol ogi-
cal linkinthebrain, andthewriting processhasapower-
ful impact ontheyoung brain. Therepetitive manipul at-
ing of the thumb and fingersis supposed to have anim-
pact onthebrain. By using theleft brain-right hand con-
nection, there is a stimulation that not only taps the | eft
brainwherethelanguagecapacitiesarelocated butithel ps
the student to focusand learn to read.

Thearticlesuggestedthat handwriting exercisesbeused
withtherapeuticmusicwhichfurther stimulatedthebrain.
InaDenver school, studentshadimproved onbasicskills
testswhentheteacher usedthewriting exerciseswithmu-
sic. It waseven supposed to hel p studentswith attention
deficit disabilities.

Today’ steachers are already bogged down with more
record keeping and testing along with the teaching du-
ties. Thewriting exercises are just one morething to do
(and thiswriter is not saying that writing skills are not
practiced daily inthelocal schools).What istheanswer?

L etter writing, especially thehandwritten| etter, hasal -
most becomealost art. Now, the person sitsdown to the
computer, hooksup to e-mail and writesashort message
or anote. Thereceiver answersback inashort note. What-
ever happened to the letter that was kept for weeks and
read and re-read?

But, then, what happened to those who read books?
Those books took the readers to places they had never
been to, experience things they had never done — the
imagination had nolimits. Today, kidsdon't havetoread.
Many can’t read and, besides, they don’'t have to read
becausethey havethetelevisionwhichisinfull color and
takesthem everywhere.

Technology isextremely important, but areour children
getting everything they need? It isimportant to remem-
ber al “learning” doesn’t necessarily haveto bedonein
school. Parentscantake 10 minutesaday and, withalittle
music and apencil and paper, givetheir childrenthe op-
portunity to use their “left brain and right hand” and,
maybe get ajump start in learning. — Karen Krien, The
Saint FrancisHerald
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This time ear | thinabout school

| don’'t know about you, but thisisthetime
of year | think about school.

| remember fondly all thetripstothestoreto
buy new school supplies. | still get athrill when
I walk through a school supply section; | get
the urge to buy aBig Chief tablet (I suppose
that isn't politically correct anymore though)
andoneof thosebigpencilsfor littlehands(do
they still havethose?).

Thinking about kids and schools, my heart
goesout to dedicated teachers. | often wonder
how they facetheirwork day after day after day.

So this column is dedicated to all teachers
everywhere, who work long hours under try-
ing circumstancesand often hampered by un-
fair laws.

This is someone else’'s composition. | re-
ceived it (probably by e-mail) several years
ago. | hopeyou enjoy thesewords, whichwere
written on ateacher’sjob application:

“Let meseeif | gotthisright...

“You want meto go into that room with all
thosekidsandfill their every waking moment
withlovefor learning. Not only that, I’ m sup-
posedtoinstill asenseof prideintheir ethnicity,
behaviorally modify disruptive behavior, and
observe them for signs of abuse and T-shirt
messages.

“l amtofight thewar ondrugsand sexually-
transmitted diseases, check their backpacksfor
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guns, andraisetheir self-esteem. I’ mtoteach
them patriotism, good citizenship, sportsman-
ship and fair play, how and where to register
tovote, how to bal anceacheckbook, and how
toapply for ajob.

“1 amto check their heads occasionally for
lice, maintain a safe environment, recognize
signs of potential antisocial behavior, offer
advice, write letters of recommendation for
student employment and schol arships, encour-
agerespect for thecultural diversity of others,
and, ohyeah, awaysmakesurethat | givethe
girlsin my class50 percent of my attention.

“1"mrequired by my contract to beworking
onmy owntimesummersand eveningsat my
ownexpensetoward advancecertificationand
amaster’ sdegree, and after school, | amtoat-
tend committeeand faculty meetingsand par-
ticipatein staff devel opment training to main-
tain my employment status.

“1 am to be a paragon of virtue larger than
life, such that my very presence will awve my
studentsinto being obedient and respectful of

authority. | amto pledgeallegianceto support-
ingfamily values, areturntothebasics, andto
my current administration. | amtoincorporate
technology into the learning and monitor all
Web siteswhile providing apersonal, but not
too personal, rel ationship with each student.

“| amtodecidewhomight bepotentially dan-
gerousand/or liabletocommit crimesin school
or who is possibly being abused, and | can be
senttojail for not mentioning thesesuspicions.

“l amtomakesureall studentspassthestate
andfederally-mandatedtestingandall classes,
whether or not they attend school onaregular
basis or complete any of the work assigned.
Plus, | amexpectedto makesurethat all of the
studentswith handicapsare guaranteed afree
and equal education, regardless of their men-
tal or physical handicap.

“1 amto communicatefrequently with each
student’s parent by letter, phone, newsl etter,
and gradecard. I'mtodoall of thiswithjust a
pieceof chalk, acomputer, afew books, abul-
letinboard, a45-minute— moreor less—plan
time, and abig smile, all on astarting salary
that qualifies my family for food stampsin
many states.

“Isthatall?Andyouwant metodoall of this,
and you expect meNOT TO PRAY 7’

Godblessteachers. (Andl’ msureGod hears
al prayers, silent or spoken.)

Churches should oppose beer garden

TotheEditor:

Itishardto understand how inacommunity
of thissize, with 18 churches, that thecity com-
missionerswould pass an open areabeer gar-
den, at afamily event.

Oram| wrong?ltisafamily eventisit not?

AmI wrongor aretherenot threebarsinthe
area of the (beer garden) where people can
drink inprivateand not exposeour children of
the community to open drunkenness?

Maybewhen oneof our children of thecom-
munity are molested or injured by an intoxi-
cated individual or maybe when one of our
childrenarerunover by adrunk driver during
this (family) event maybe then the churches,
the 18 churches and the Christians of those
churcheswill wakeupanddoasGod hasstated
in Ephesians 6: 10-20 (L ook it up)

Peoplehavetherighttodrink if they choose.
However they do not havetheright to expose
the children of the community to open public
drunkenness.

TotheChristiansof thecommunity havewe
not learned yet what compromise brings. Be-
cause of compromise millions of babies are
killed yearly in this country. | could continue
with along list of sinsthat we have allowed
through compromise. Compromisingsinisnot
intheBiblebut stand against evil (sin) is.

Maybeif all theChristiansinthecommunity
stand and yesthump our Bibleshard and loud
enough the commissionersof our community
will hear us.

A beer garden is public drunkenness plain
andsimple. Isn’titjust likeSatanandthosewho
follow to try to paint public drunkennessasa
garden. It’snat! It'sopen public drunkenness

from our
readers

® to the editor

andnoonehastheright toexposemy children
andall other childrentopublic drunkennessin
apublicfamily event.

Our community hasalready sufferedagreat
loss of family thisyear dueto an alcohol re-
lated accident. Call our commissioners, Do
something, Stand! Stand! Stand!

Rod Miller

Goodland

TotheEditor:

September isNational Emergency Prepared-
ness Month, and a perfect timeto remind our
citizensthat disastershappenwithout warning.

Youmust beasprepared, aspossibletotake
care of yourself until emergency response
teams can reach you.

Each Family should have an emergency
communicationsplaninplace, longwithhav-
ing emergency supplies that can take care of
your family for uptothreedays. Your commu-
nicationsplan shouldinclude having an out of
town contact that each member of your family
cancall toreportin. Longdistanceservicemay
betheonly serviceavailable. You should also
keepat | east threedaysworth of water onhand
for each member of your family; we can live
without food for several days, but not without
water.

Don'tforget your pets, they too count onyou
during an emergency. If you are required tc
evacuateyour homethey should beevacuated
with you. Most shelters will not allow pets,
except for service animals, so plan ahead tc
ensurethat your family and petswill haveasafe
placeto stay. M akesurethat your petshaveup
todateidentificationat all times, andit’ sagood
ideato include a phone number of afriend or
family member outside of your immediate
area.

Disastersusually happen without warning,
being prepared can reduce the physical anc
emotional impact of adisaster. Are you pre-
pared?

Mary K Messamore, KCEM

Director Sherman County Emergency Man-
agement

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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IT WAS SO STRANGE...MY DPATE
POSSESSED THE ABILITY
TO BECOME INVISIBLE! f

ONE MINOTE SHE
WAS THERE AND,
THE NEXT MINUTE..
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