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weather

Today
* Sunset, 6:54 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 6:31 a.m.
* Sunset, 6:52 p.m.

Midday Conditions
« Soil temperature 62 degrees
* Humidity 39 percent
* Sky mostly sunny
* Winds south 20 mph
+ Barometer 30.04 inches

and falling

* Record High today 99° (1947)
*Record Low today 32° (1981)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 73°
Low Wednesday 48°

Precipitation none
This month .075
Year to date 14.70
Normal 17.03

The Topside Forecast

Today: sunny, high around 91,
low near 54, winds north north-
west 3-8 mph. Saturday: sunny,
highnear 89, lowaround 55, winds
south 5-7 mph.

Extended Forecast

Sunday: mostly sunny and
breezy, high near 91, low around
56. Monday: partly cloudy and
breezy with a slight chance of
showersinthe early morning, high
around 88, low near 49. Tuesday:
partly cloudy and breezy, high

around 68, low near 49.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

market

Noon
Wheat — $3.09 bushel
Posted county price — $3.23
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$2.20 bushel
Posted county price — $1.87
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $1.70 bushel
Soybeans — $5.12 bushel
Posted county price — $5.16
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $4.75 hundredweight
Sunflowers

NuSun — $10.30 cwit.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection — $19/$13 cwi.
Pinto beans — $25
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Oil current crop — $10.05 cwt.

inside

today

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

o

Girls finish
third at home

Sophomore Jena McCall
returnedthe ballagainstthe
team from Garden City
Tuesday. The Cowgirls lost
the match 6-2. Photo, story
on page9.

Murderer sentenced to 19 years

By Kathryn Gurfinkel

woundtothehead at 7am. on Dec.

The Goodland Star-News 29 by her father, Tom Aschen-

TheBrewster manwho
pled guilty last month to
the second-degree mur-
der and kidnapping of his
wifewas sentenced toal-
most 19 years in prison
Wednesday.

brenner, former Brewster
firechief.

He found her sitting in
thecab of apickup outside
the Bevington home
about 3 1/2 miles south of
Brewster, just inside

Lanny Bevington, 33, i Sherman County.
admitted to shooting his District Judge Jack Burr
wife, 27-year-oldKerrie,  Bevington sentenced Bevington to
onDec. 28. 176 months on the first

Shewasfound dead of ashotgun  count, second-degree murder.

Onthe second count, aggravated
kidnapping, Bevington was given
51 months, with Judge Burr taking
the requested “downward dur-
ational departure.”

Thesentencesaretorun consecu-
tively for atotal of 227 months, 18
years 11 months.

Although County Attorney
BonnieSelby wasout of townfor the
hearing, Deputy District Attorney
Scott Showalter was representing
the county in court.

Family of thevictim appearedin

court with Juanita Aschenbrenner,
Kerrie's mother, giving an emo-
tional statement.

“Youstalked, tormented andthen
killed my daughter,” she said, ad-
dressing Bevington directly. “You
are a predator. Dangerous animals
such as you need to be caged for
life.”

Aschenbrenner asked Judge
Burr to give Bevington the maxi-
mum consecutive sentences, and at
least give him 176 months, 14 .6
years, for murder and 155 months,

Cub scouts spend the afternoon fishing
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burning ceremony and a wild game feed.

S

Cub Scouts Nicholas Koel, 8, and Seth Stramel, 10, cast off from a bridge over Bellamy Creek Saturday. The scouts went through
a problem solving course, played frisbee golf and practiced knot tying before starting the fishing derby. The day ended with a flag
Photo by Kathryn Gurfinkel/The Goodland Star-News
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School board terminates coach’s contract

By Greg Stover

the law which impact his ability to

The Goodland Star-News performthe contract.”

TheGoodland school board voted

Jeff Mason, thedistrict’ sattorney,

Monday to terminate Tony Diehl’'s handledthedelivery of thenoticeto

coaching contractwiththe
district.

The board voted 5-0,
with members Ron
Schilling and Fritz Doke
absent, to adopt a resolu-
tiondeclaringtheintentto
terminate Diehl’s supple-
mental contract. That con-
tract covershispositionas
headfootball coach, assis-
tant baseball coachand as
yearbook advisor.

Theresolution reads: “Mr. Diehl
has not performed the services re-
quired under the contract sinceAu-
gust 30, duetoalleged violationsof

" Diehl

Diehl. Diehl hastheoption
torequestahearing before
theboard but must submit
awritten request to the
clerk of the board by Sat-
urday. Thehearing, if held,
will be next Friday at
10:30 am. at the district
office.

Diehl was arrested late
Aug. 28onsuspicionof ar-
son after afireat hishome
earlier that evening. Diehl isout on
bail and under bond contract not to
enter school district property or con-
tact anyoneassociated withthedis-
trict including students. He will

haveapreliminary court hearingon
Oct. 25.

He remains on paid administra-
tive leave of histeaching duties at
Goodland High School where he
wasan English teacher.

Architect Glen Strait of Colby
briefed the board about a proposed
designand cost estimatefor thehigh
school greenhouse. The plan calls
forastructure 11 feet by 66 feet that
will run along the east side vocal
music room in the northeast corner
of the second floor.

The plan includes two 30 inch
widetablesabout 15feetlonginthe
center of thegreenhousefor student
work areas. The north end of the
greenhouse will have aroom for
heating and cooling units, and stor-
agespace. Theplancallsfor thecon-

struction of anadditional wall inthe
music room, the installation of a
door and the relocation of the
double-doorsleading totheroom.
Strait said the estimated cost of
thegreenhouse, including materials,
wouldbearound $140,000. Someof
theboard memberssaidthecost was
much higher than anticipated and
further discussion of theproject was
needed before continuing withit.
The high school science depart-
ment began discussing the ideafor
agreenhouselast year asaplacefor
studentsto work on plant-growing
projects and storage of project ma-
terials. It wasproposed that if built,
the greenhouse be dedicated to sci-
ence teacher Christine Williams

12.9years, for kidnapping.

“1 believeLanny deservesat | east
the minimum sentence for the
crimeshehascommitted,” shesaid.
“Eighteenyearswithparoleat 16i<
not enough.”

When that parole does come,
Aschenbrenner said she is deter-
minedto bethereand keep Beving-
ton off the streets.

“When you do come up for pa-
role,” she said to Bevington, “you
will seemy faceagain.”

County

approves
1.3 mill
INcrease

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The property taxes for many
Sherman county residentswill actu-
ally go down abit next year despite
araiseof 1.318 inthemill levy.

Sherman County commissioners
approvedtheproposed budget Tues-
day, and the property tax will raise
2.25 percent to 59.991 mills, but
with a decrease of 1.622 millsfor
Rural Fire District 1 the total will
drop .3 millsto63.515.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel saic
none of the funds jumped up very
much, and she put $60,000 into the
bond payment fund if the commis-
sionersareconsideringrepairingthe
bricks on the courthouse, the west
wall of theBastille, work onthetop
of the Southwest Bell historicbuil d-
ing and theroof at thefairgrounds.

She told the commissioners it
might bepossibletoputall theseinto
onebondissue.

Another areawheretherewasan
increasewasfor asphalt intheroad
and bridge budget. The commis-
sionershave beentalking about the
need to keep up the chip sealing on
Hwy 24, andthepaved section of 8th
Street west of K-27.

County Treasurer Shelby Miller
saidthesalestax recei ptsfor theyear
areup, withthecounty portion of the
one percent bringing in $45,075 in
July up from $34,552 the same
month last year.

Inthefirst sevenmonthsthisyear
Miller said the salestax collections
have been $269.426, which is
$31,670 ahead of the $237,756 for
lastyear. Shesaidthisyearis$1,669
ahead of the $267,753 collected in
the seven months of 2002.

The county budget for next year
includesincreasesinhealth careser-
vices with $35,000 for mental
health, $15,000 for hospice,
$45,000for devel opmental services
and $45,000 for the Good Samari-
tan Center to help with the new
sprinkler system being required by
thestatefire marshal.

Before the commissioners ap-
proved the budget Rick Reeser, di-
rector of Good Samaritan Center
told them he had received an esti-
mate of $98,000 on the new sprin-
kler system.

Hesaidthe sprinkler systemistc
be installed by April, and that the
present large main coming into the
building should be large enough to
handlethe sprinkler expansion.

“That isagood thing,” he said,
“and will save about $25, 000.”

Reeser thanked the commission-
ersfor their help on therecent sew-
agecontamination problemandsaic
it has been cleaned up.

“We are glad to have this behind
us,” hesaid, “ and we can movefor-
ward.”

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
askedwhat hasbeendonetoprevent
thesewagebackup from happening
again.

Reeser said J.B. McClure has
been working on the problem, and
has suggested a sleeve be put over
the joint where it has been leaking
out asaway to prevent the spillage

See DIEHL, Page 7

See COUNTY, Page 7




