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from our viewpoint...

Money Is Ingredient
needed for progress

Welcomeflagswill wavein greeting to visitorsthisweek
along the Main Avenue Mile for the combination of
Goodland’ shomecoming and the Flatlander Fall Festival.

Thisjoint project betweenthe Goodland Chamber of Com-
merce, Sherman County ConventionandVisitorsBureau, the
Sherman County Economic Development Council and the
City of Goodland is an example of what can be done when
we all work together. The project took about seven months
tomovefrom anideato ready for thedisplay thisweek, and
the cost was held to under $2,000.

There are many other areas where improvements are
needed, and the cost will not be aslow nor will they be ac-
complished in such ashort time. Thelargest need isthere-
pair of thecity streets, whichinmany areaswould meanrip-
ping out theold layersof oil and putting inagood road base
with asphalt. It'sexpensive.

Besidesthestreets, thecity facesfederal regulationwhich
will forceit to upgrade or replace the sewer treatment plant,
and over half thewater linesneed to be replaced.

Noneof themajor projectsarecheap, but therearenot al ot
of optionsto raisethe money. The city can raise sewer rates
tohelp pay for theplant replacement, and thewater ratescan
be raised to cover the cost of new lines and new wells. De-
pending onthecost of each project, citizenswill facehigher
monthly billsmoreor lessforever.

When it comesto the streets, however, thereisno abuilt-
inway tofinancetheproject. TheCity Commissionisfaced
withraising property taxes or asking the citizensto approve
asalestax to raisethemoney.

Sherman County used asalestax to improveold U.S. 24
acrossthecounty. Theone-quarter pf 1 percent salestax gave
the county away to repair parts of the highway and to chip
seal the 33 miles, keeping the surfacein drivable condition.

It would take alarger salestax, and for alonger period of
time, tohandlethecity streetimprovements. Estimatestore-
placethenineblocksof Mainandtheintersectionsarenearly
$1.5million. Just paying for that would takeaminimumin-
creaseinproperty tax of 8millsor aone-quarter percent sales
tax over 10 years.

The city commissionistalking about asking the votersin
April to consider such astreet project, but the specificsand
the size have not been decided. In the next few months, we
citizenshavetheopportunity to hel pdecidehow bigaproject
it should be, and how muchwearewilling to pay todriveon
better streets.

Thesize of the project will depend on the options of rais-
ing the property tax or asalestax, and to what level citizens
feel they can handle. A one-quarter percent salestax would
raiseabout $187,000 ayear whileal percent tax wouldraise
about $750,000 ayear.

Whileweenjoy thenicel ook of thewel comeflagsthi sweek
and the influx of people for the Flatlander Fall Festival, it
would be agood time to start planning on what is the best
optiontoimprovethe streetswe are welcoming the visitors
towalk and driveon. —Tom Betz
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Hike reminds us about changing weather

It wasthelast day of our Colorado vacation
and Steve was determined to get up to Phoe-
nix Park.

We had been taking walks most every day.

Wehadwal ked ontheroadsaroundthearea,
up thedlight incline of the Forest Servicetrail
on the other side of theriver and up asteeper,
but not too difficult trail, several milesaway.

Theonethingall thosehikeshadincommon
wasthey |asted no morethan an hour fromhop-
ping out of the car to hopping back in.

Phoenix Park would belonger and steeper.

Wehadn'thikedupthattrail inseveral years.
Now it wastimetotry it again.

Wegrabbed our pack, which containswater-
proof matches, slickers, amirror and aForest
Service map. We added lunch, water and our
books.

We would walk up to the park, picnic, read
for awhileand walk back.

Thetrail issteep, rocky and crosses several
creeks. It took us an hour to go the four miles
uptothepark. Ontheway upwemet somehik-
ersfrom Texas. They said they had goneupto
the 10-mile marker but werereturning before

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

theweather setin.

Well, yes, there were clouds forming over
the mountains. But then again, clouds form
over the mountains every day. We had our
pack. We hoped wewere prepared.

By the time we reached the park, we both
wished that we hadn’t chosen to wear shorts
and T shirts. However, we had brought long-
sleeved shirts as backups and soon put them
on.

We picnicked in agrove of treesthat gave
us some protection from the wind but didn’t
bother to get out thebooks. Assoon asthelast
bite of sandwichwasdevoured andthelast bit
of trash stowed, we started back down.

It usually takes about the same amount of
timeto go down themountain asup—inthis
caseit wasan hour’strip up.

However, we found that we went consider-
ably faster downhill astherain started to fall.
It never got heavy enoughto break out thedick-
ers, which tend to be smelly and uncomfort-
able. But, it gaveusasenseof urgency wedon't
usually have.

It wasthekind of storm that you hear about
inthemountains. Thekind of storm that drops
afoot of snow on unprepared, short-and-T-
shirt-wearing hikers.

We made it down the mountain in alittle
under 50 minutesand back to town beforethe
rain started in earnest.

It never did snow, although later we found
that theforecast called for possibleflurries.

Thenext morningwefoundfrost onthetruck
andiceon thedog' swater bowl.

My mother warned meabout Coloradowhen
she studied copies of the newspaper we were
planning to buy.

“You don’t want to move there,” she said
pointing to theweather column. “ It freezesin
July and August.”

Mother alwaysdid know best.

Setting the record straight on beer garden

TotheEditor

The Flatlander Fall Festival is nearly upon
us again and with anew twist, the controver-
sial beer garden.

| thoughtit best to addressconcernsdirectly |- sy

rather than et the rumor mill runitscourse.

| careabout theFall Festival and about Good-
land asacitizen. Asabusinessman, | havefi-
nancial interest in the success of both. While
most of the feedback | have received regard-
ing the Flatlander Beer Garden hasbeen posi-
tive, some havevoiced concern.

To those who are in favor, | say come to
Flatlanders and enjoy yourself. If you so de-
sire, buy abeer.

Tothosewho arenot infavor, | say cometo
Flatlanders and enjoy yourself, but don’t buy
abeer.

Thechoiceisthat simple. Thisisnot aques-
tion of morality, but one of personal choice.

| had noideathesimpleact of selling beer at
a celebration would be the cause of so much
drama

My desire has been and will continueto be
the promotion of downtown Goodland. Rest
assured that the beer garden will beruntothe
letter of the law. No beer will be allowed out
of the designated area, and no underage per-
sonswill bealowedin.

| inviteeveryoneto cometo southMainand
check it out for themselves. | would thank the
commissionersfortheir foresight andintegrity.
Assumingthingsgoasplannedthisyear, | will
apply again next year.

Greg Shores, president

ShoresBros. Auto Supply

Goodland

To TheEditor:

In response to Rod Miller’s letter “To the
Editor” intheFriday, Sept.17, Goodland Star-
News, regarding the beer garden during Flat-

from our
readers

® to the editor

lander Fall Festival, we support his opinion
100 percent.

Hank Beeden

TheGrainBinLounge

Goodland

TotheEditor:

| wassurprisedat thehateful toneinarecent
letter concerning the beer gardento beheld at
Flatlanders. | personally believethecity com-
missionerslistenedtovalid reasonstotry hav-
ing abeer garden.

| founditinsulting to call it drunkenness, if
| chooseto stopinthebeer gardenanddrink a
beer. This garden will be behind afence, not
inthemiddleof Main Street.

| donot believeany childrenaregoingto be
traumatized by all owing someonetositoutside
inthisbeer garden and drink abeer. It wasin-
sulting to claim that achild may be molested
because someonewantsto sit outside and en-
joy abeer.

If Louie'swasstill open, he had an outside
beer garden and any member could have sat
outsideand had adrink any timethey wanted.

The owner of thisupcoming beer gardenis
not going to allow peopleto sit and get drunk
and cause problems. Itisjust one morebooth,
sotospeak, wheretheonesthat choosetospend
their money can enjoy something different
during Flatlanders.

I’msuretherearemany God fearing church
members of thiscommunity who see nothing
wrong in a simple beer garden. How many
families have picnics, fishing trips, Super

Bowl parties and the like, where the parents
may drink abeer andthechildrenarenot hurt~

Thelocation of thisgardenisaway fromthe
children’sgamesand evenif not, | doubt many
kids would even notice or pay attention tc
adults sitting behind a fence drinking a beer!
The kids are having too much fun with their
own activities.

Saying abeer drinker will molest orinjuree
child for areason not to have abeer gardeniis
like saying achild shouldn’t go to church be-
causeinmany published cases, churchofficial s
have molested children. The individual whc
wrote the letter has aright to his opinion, but
drinking abeer at afencedinbeer gardenisnot
public drunkenness.

| think all who seeno problemwithtrying a
beer garden this year should contact the City
Commissionersandletthemknow they didthe
right thing. There should be no problemin al-
lowing someone of agetheright to sit outside
inafenced, controlled areaand drink abeer if
they choose.

BonnieKing

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newsencouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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