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Surprise shower nice; hurricanes covered really well
We had a great surprise shower on

Tuesday evening, and it brightened
up the faces of everyone the next
day. We had about a half inch of rain.
We do need more, but it is such a
treat to get these rains.

It is hard to believe there are
places that have too much. Have
you ever seen so much hurricane
coverage? There have been so many
of them this year, and they are so
fully covered.

I guess there isn’t that much ex-
citement in covering a drought, but
I believe the results are just as seri-
ous to those it affects as the hurri-
canes are. Anyway, that rain just put
a little sunshine in our lives — is that
a possibility?

There have been some reports of
illness, accidents and such that I
want to pass on. One is that Rex
Farley of Wichita had an occupa-
tional accident on Tuesday that put
him in the hospital a few days.

His parents Don and Donna
Farley of Brewster went to see him
and were happy they could report
that he would be home from the
hospital after just a few days to do
the rest of his recuperation at home.
We hope his recovery is very speedy
and complete.

Another fellow who grew up and
went to school in Brewster, who
now lives in Oakley, has also had
some problems. Merle Parker, son
of the late Bill and Inace Parker, had
an apparent heart attack on Monday
the 13th and was taken to Hays for
treatment, and we hope the report is

also good about
him.

I will report as
soon as I hear
from someone
on his condi-
tion. In the
meantime, our
prayers are with

the Farleys and with Merle and
Sandy while these healings are
coming about.

Continuing on the healing out-
look, we are sending special prayers
up for Denny Horney, who has
started his third round of chemo-
therapy and is looking forward to a
full recovery from pancreatic can-
cer.

He told Roger that he appreciates
all the help and prayers that folks
have given in his behalf during this
time. His son Keith told us they are
looking forward to some fishing
trips this fall, and we sure hope they

catch their limit.
We visited with Steve Richards

about his son Shaun and the battle
with West Nile that he is still fight-
ing.

There are a lot of serious things
that a person goes through with this
ailment, and we are happy that this
young husband and father has suc-
cessfully gone through the worst
ones, and each day he is better.

Steve, Shaun and Scot are plan-
ning a little elk hunt, and I am sure
this will be a good time for this fa-
ther and his two sons. I’ll bet
Carolyn has some plans with her
daughter, daughters-in-law and
grandkids too. It won’t be long un-
til all those Christmas items will be
needing to get ready, so have fun
before the “work” begins!

Another report that all are anx-
iously awaiting will be hearing that
Curt Stephens is fully restored to
good health after his accident. So

far, it sounds like it could take a
while for this to happen, but we
know that things can change in a
hurry with today’s medical break-
throughs and with the prayers of
believers.

This column seems almost like a
medical report, but when we have
folks ailing, I think everyone likes
to know about who needs cheering
up with a card, phone call or visit.
And we can all use the prayers, just
some need it more at times than oth-
ers.

There are a lot of local folks trav-
eling for another week or so, and we
will be happy to have their reports
when they get home.

 Some are traveling to Canada,
some to Washington (I don’t know
whether it is D.C. or state) and some
from Arizona to Louisiana.

With a little more moisture and
the nice weather we’ve been hav-
ing, there aren’t many places that

are any nicer than northwest Kan-
sas. I still say we have the bluest
skies, on clear days, as there are
anywhere.

The fall flowers are looking beau-
tiful as always, and some yards are
looking so organized. The trees are
starting to get a little shaggy, prepar-
ing to drop their leaves and make
room for new ones next spring.

The temperatures have been
pretty warm during the day and get-
ting a little cooler at night, so I guess
there will be a change one of these
days.

I have seen a snake, on two dif-
ferent occasions this past week,
heading for the park.

I think they were bull snakes, but
I really don’t get too chatty with
them. I just don’t think humans and
reptiles are all that compatible in my
opinion. On that note, I’ll close for
now and look forward to seeing you
next week.

brewster beacon

sally
michael
•

dana belshe
• ag notebook

club newsTall fescue grasses considered best
Though several cool-season

grasses are grown in Kansas, tall
fescue is considered the best
adapted and is recommended for
home lawns.

The cultivar K-31 is the old
standby and has been used for years.
However, there are a number of new
types that have improved color and
density and a finer leaf texture.

Each year university horticultur-
ists rate tall fescue varieties for
color, greenup, quality and texture.
Kansas State University has 160
varieties of tall fescue in the Tall
Fescue Cultivar Trial near Wichita.
Quality ratings are taken once a
month from March through Octo-
ber.

K-31 consistently rates near the

bottom. The highest-rated named
cultivars from last year’s ratings
were Justice, Falcon IV, Avenger,
Scorpion, Coshise III, Coyote,
Grande II, Picasso, Raptor, Millen-
nium, Finelawn Elite, Legitimate
and Matador.

Each of these varieties averaged
a rating of at least 5.6 on a scale of 0
to 9, with 9 being optimum quality.

Keep in mind that mixes of sev-
eral varieties may allow you to

take advan-
tage of dif-
f e r i n g
strengths.

It is not
n e c e s s a r y
for mixes to
contain only

the varieties mentioned. Many va-
rieties did not make the list above
but did not differ significantly in
quality from the top-rated selec-
tions. I did not include them be-
cause the list would have become
too long.

Though K-31 may still be a good
choice for large, open areas, the new
cultivars will give better perfor-
mance for those who want a high-
quality turf.

The Goodland Federated Music
Club’s 2004-05 year began with a
potluck supper and guest night at
the Sonrise Christian Church on
Monday, Aug. 30. The meeting was
hosted by Martha Gunderson and
Nancy Shores.

Following supper, President Eva
Lou Selby called the meeting to or-
der and welcomed everyone to an-
other year of the club.

Others present were Birkley
Barnes, Linda Koons, Linda Lucas,
Marlyn Mangus, Sammie Mills,
Joanna Norris Grimshaw, Sharon
Palmquist, Pat Schiefen, Isabelle
Hellerud and a guest, Melanie
Beyle.

Gunderson introduced the pro-
gram, beginning by leading and
narrating a group singing of Gilbert
and Sullivan songs.

Songs from the “H.M.S. Pin-

afore” were “I Am the Monarch of
the Sea,” “Carefully Tiptoe Steal-
ing” and “I’m Called Little Butter-
cup.” Song from “The Mikado”
were “The Flowers that Bloom in
the Spring” and “Three Little Maids
from School.”

The Goodland Recorder En-
semble, comprised of Mangus, so-
prano; Barnes, alto; Gunderson,
tenor; and Schiefen, bass, per-
formed “Folk Songs” arranged by
Gerald Burakoff and Willy
Strickland: “The Ash Grove” and
“All Through the Night,” Welsh;
“Skye Boat Song,” Scottish; “Die
Lorelei,” German; “Vojvodina,”
Yugoslavian; “Ye Banks and Braes
of Bonnie Doon,” Scottish; “The
Gift to Be Simple,” Shaker; and
“Mice and Crickets,” German.

Gunderson, the yearbook chair,
reported for the Yearbook Commit-

tee. The local theme this year is
“Singing Brings Us Together,” and
group singing has been planned for
every meeting.

The monthly themes are: August,
A Little Light Opera; October, Sing
a Round and Round; November,
Popular Music of America, dedi-
cated to the parade of American
Music; December, Songs for
Christmas; February, Love to Sing,
Sing of Love; March, Songs for the
Spirit; April, April Foolishness;
May, Songs of our Youth — Junior/
Senior Student Recital; and June,
Songs of Hoagy, celebrating the
105th anniversary of Hoagy
Carmichael.

The next meeting will be Mon-
day, Oct. 4, at the Carnegie Arts
Center and will be hosted by Selby
and Barnes.

Submitted by Birkley A. Barnes.
The Masonic Grand Lodge of

Kansas is offering an essay contest
for juniors and seniors at Kansas
high schools on the topic, “Describe
and explain three requirements for
all immigrants to be eligible for
government benefits.”

Entries must be submitted to a
local lodge by Friday, Oct. 15. Call
Art Nelson, master in Goodland, at
899-7215, or Allan Hurlburt, mas-
ter in Sharon Springs, at (785) 852-
4162.

Winners will compete for state
scholarships, which will be for-

warded to the student’s college af-
ter enrollment.

A total of $12,000 will be
awarded. The first-place winner
will receive $4,000, the second-
place winner $3,000, the third-

place winner $2,000 and the fourth-
place winner $1,000. Four honor-
able mentions will be awarded $500
each.

Essays must not be longer than
500 words.

Masonic Lodge holds essay contest

Accidents
The following accidents were re-

ported to the Goodland Police De-
partment:

Sept. 15 — Amber Searle backed
her 1994 Pontiac into a fire hydrant
at 2810 Commerce.

Robert Truby, Roswell, N.M.
was making a U-turn in the parking
lot of the Conoco when he struck the
corner of the building.

Real Estate
The following real estate transac-

tions were reported by the Sherman
County Register of Deeds:

Lee A. Starkweather, trustee of
the Ernestine M. Marshall Trust, of
Los Angeles County, Calif. to New
Horizon Associates, LP, DBA New
Horizon Farm, all of Sec. 1, T10S,
R38W.

matters of record

Titus

Area students
get $1,000
for college

Two area students received
$1,000 Excellence Awards for the
2004-05 school
year at Barton
County Com-
munity College.
To qualify, a stu-
dent must have a
grade average of
3.5-4.0 and be
enrolled full
time.

Nicole Titus, a
2004 graduate of Goodland High
School, and Jill Zumbahlen, a 2003
graduate of Cheylin High School in
Bird City, received awards.

Titus is a freshman majoring in
business administration. In high
school, she was active in Distribu-
tive Education Clubs of America
(DECA) and student council. She
was named to the supreme and
principal’s honor rolls. She is the
daughter of Lori Titus of Goodland.

Zumbahlen, a sophomore major-
ing in graphic art and design, is the
daughter of David and Marjean
Zumbahlen. Her father is superin-
tendent of schools in Bird City.

Internet tonight! 899-2338

The 800
pound
Gorilla

Just got a whole lot bigger!
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That’s right. The Gorilla has been
growing. Already the biggest and most
effective advertising medium in the Tri-
State Region, The Country Advocate
has been adding readers all year.

No more 800-pound weakling. Now
The Advocate is the 900-pound gorilla
of Northwest Kansas advertising!

First, The Advocate added nearly
1,550 new home-delivered households
in Sherman County with readers of the

all-new, all-local Goodland Star-News.
Then, the Gorilla picked up 1,750 new

home-delivered households in Norton
County when The Norton Telegram joined
the club.

When you need to sell something, find
something or notify someone, the Gorilla
is your best friend. Reaching 18,200
households with nearly 42,000 readers
across northwest Kansas and eastern
Colorado, the Gorilla packs a punch. It can

move your refrigerator or your old car.
A house? No problem for the Gorilla.
And all at rates that save you money.

And The Advocate is nearly all home
delivered. Some “shoppers” count on
people picking them up at the filling sta-
tion. It’s cheap, but it can’t compare to
home delivery reaching nearly every
house in the area.

Just try it! The Gorilla will work hard
for you. Call today with your ad.
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