By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Volunteer crews are coming in
wavestogivetheinsideof theKing-
domHall of Jehovah'sWitnessesat
808 Wyoming a much-needed
facelift.

The first two weekends of Sep-
tember, volunteersfrom the Good-
land and Colby congregations of
Jehovah’ sWitnessestoreout theold
wallpaper, took down the blinds,
removedwall paper paste, pulled up
thecarpet fromtheadj oi ning apart-
ment (where traveling overseers
and speakers spend the night) and
tore out wallsand tile from the re-
strooms.

CrewsfromeasternK ansascame
this weekend to patch and texture
thedrywall and set tile. Wednesday
through Sunday, more volunteers
from across Kansas will paint the
walls, lay carpet, install anew fur-
naceandair conditioner and put fix-
turesin and finish therestrooms.

Through the whole project,
Goodland volunteers (including
some who live in Sharon Springs,
Burlingtonand Kanorado) will pro-
vide lodging and meals for the
workers. After the work is com-
pleted Sunday, workers and mem-
bers of the congregation plan to
meet for astudy of anarticleinThe
Watchtower and to watch aDVD
production of thework.

The Kingdom Hall needed to be
remodeled, said the Goodland
Congregation’spresiding overseer,
Dan Lucas. It was last redone in
1988. Besides, hesaid, theKingdom
Hall gets so much use. There are
meetingsfor Bibleinstructionthree
days a week, and members meet
here almost every day to go out in
thedoor-to-door preaching activity.

The Goodland elders met with
the Regional Building Committee
of Jehovah'sWitnessesfor Kansas
last August, Lucas said, but were
originally just planning to get new
carpet and chairs. Then, he said,
they decided it wouldn’t be much
morework to paint thewalls.

After the project was voted on by
thecongregation, Lucassaid, thecir-
cuit overseer visited the congrega-
tionand pointed out that aslong asthe
congregation was taking out aloan
fromthe Watchtower Society for the
remodeling, it would be best to re-
placethefurnaceandair conditioner
and remodel the bathroomsaswell.

After thecostsof thoseimprove-
mentsweredetermined, hesaid, the
congregation voted to approve the
project. Thenit was scheduled and
the building committee arranged
for volunteers.
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Larry Williams, Kanorado, and his son Tyler (above) tore tile out of the men’s room at the Kingdom
Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses earlier this month. Andy Rials, Wichita (right), walked on stilts to do
drywall work at the hall on Friday. He was among the volunteers working with the Regional Building
Committee. Dan Lucas, Goodland, (below) measured the area for tile around the drinking fountain
Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

Friday.

The building committees are
made up of three or four overseers,
Lucassaid, andvolunteerswhoare
construction professionals work
withthecommitteeonprojects. The
committee sends out lettersto vol-
unteersinthetradesthat areneeded,
Lucas said, and the volunteers let
them know whether or not they are
available.

“The purpose of having volun-
teerswho aretradesmen,” he said,
“is so we don’t take as much time
away from the preaching work.”

They do thework faster and bet-
ter, he said; it doesn’t take these
guysalot of time. They bring their
tools and equipment from their
businesses, he said; the building
committeesdon’t haveto buy any.

Most of those here thisweekend
are from the Wichita area and
Lawrence, Lucas said; by thetime
the project is done, probably 60
people from all over Kansas will
have cometowork.

They pay their ownway here, he
said, and volunteer their time, but
because of theway projectsareor-
ganized, each personisonly herea

coupleof days.

The crews get some help to re-
duce their expenses while here.
Most of thecongregationishelping
with food and lodging, L ucas said.

Three hot meals are served at the
siteeach day, and most of thosewho
travel in stay with someonein the
congregation even though they
don’t know each other.

Insurance company hits$1 billion milestone

The parent company of a Good-
land insurancebusinesshit amajor
milestonein June, withover $1 bil-
lion in property and casualty writ-
ten premiums.

Shelter Insurance, a Missouri-
based company, is represented in
town by agent im Alcorn. Hesaid
thecompany now bringsinover $1
billion per year.

“We create $1 billion worth of
business every year,” Alcorn said.
“It'squite amilestone.”

Hesaiditisespecially excitingto
seethecompany excel becauseitis
arelatively small insurer.

“Shelter is not a nationwide in-
surancecompany,” hesaid, adding
that thefirm offersinsurancein 13
midwestern states, from North Da-
kotato Oklahoma and from Colo-
radotolllinois.

Alcorn said although he didn’t
go, Shelter celebrated theoccasion
at their headquartersin Columbia,
Mo.

Shelter has become one of the
only 65insurersinthecountry tohit
the$1 billion mark, Alcorn said.

Reaching the landmark, he said,
will help show customers how the
company isinvesting and making
good choices to keep premiums
low.

“1 believeitwill helpcontrol pre-
mium costs,” he added.

Shelter started by selling car in-
surance in 1946. Since then, the
company hasgrown to becomethe
62nd largest property and casualty
insurer inthecounty withmorethan
$3billionin assets.

The company employs 3,260
people and about 1,300 agents, in-
cluding Alcorn in Goodland, and
officesin Atwood and Hays.
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Thewillingnesstovolunteer andto
sharewithothers, Lucassaid, includ-
ingthosethey don’t know, isbecause
of Bible principles. The Apostle Pe-
ter saysto “have love for the whole
association of the brothers,” hesaid;
it'saworl dwide brotherhood.

There are over 95 branches
around the world, he said, and the
hallsarebuilt thesameway. Volun-
teers often travel in from other
countriesto do thework.

Thevolunteersshow theattitude
of the prophet Isaiah, Lucas said,
whowasasked by JehovahwhoHe
should send to do Hiswork and re-
sponded, “Herel am, send me.”

The building committees were
first designed to build Kingdom
Hallsquickly, Lucassaid; after the

corrections

foundation cures, the rest is built
from the ground up in four days.
Remodeling issomethingthecom-
mitteesgot into later.

All Kingdom Hall projectsor re-
model sgothroughthecommittees,
L ucas said, because of the organi-
zation—to havethevolunteers, t
be organized and becausethe com-
mitteescan negotiatebetter ratesfor
supplies.

The Kansas committee handl es
construction projects all over the
state, he said, so they can buy in
bulk. There's not alot of expense
that way.

“We can spend our money better
for gasolineto go out inthe minis-
try,” hesaid.

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news

should befair andfactual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

student of the week

Goodland High School are
the crazy cheerleading trips,
especialy to Wellington and
Sonic, and the friends I've
made. They’re the best.
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