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from our viewpoint...

Kansas buying
out of state again

Who saystheworld hasto make sense?

Becauseif it did, the State of Kansaswouldn't be buying $14
millionworth of Homeland Security suppliesfromasingle New
Hampshire contractor.

Fire chiefs have complained that they can’t buy from Kansas
suppliers. The New Hampshire ouitfit, Fisher Safety, saysit has
contractsto supply emergency equipment to 14 states.

Apparently, Kansas official s wanted a single-source contract
and didn’t try to find local vendors, because it was easier and
quicker.

Capt. Mark Bruce, director of emergency operations for the
Kansas Highway Patrol, told alegislative committee last week
that Fisher allows a* one-stop shop” for fire departments and
emergency management agencies using the grant money.

Brucesaidthecontract’s" large-volumeefficiencies’ allowthe
smallest department to get the same price asthelargest.

Henotedthat Fisher will buy about 30 percent of theeguipment,
$4.2 million worth, from Kansas suppliers which include Nex-
Techin Lenora. Whilethat islaudable, that leaves $9.8 million
going out of state.

Officialssaid agenciescan useanin-statebidder if thepriceis
thesameor less, but the programisnot set up to actually encour-
agethat.

You' d think state officialswould have more sense, but appar-
ently not. You' d think they’ d have amarked preferencefor buy-
ing from taxpayerswho support them, but apparently not.

Nextthingyouknow, they’ || becontractingtohavewelfarecalls
answeredinIndia

Oops.

They aready tried that.

No, Kansasgovernment hasnofaithinor loyalty to K ansastax-
payers. Fromcall centerstodriverslicensestofireand emergency
equipment, it seesno valueat all in shopping with thosewho pay
thebills.

And surely there are plenty of tax-paying businesseswho can
supply these needs, evenif thecost isalittle more.

TheL egislature needsto crack down on state purchasing. Un-
lesswesupport Kansasbusi nesses, there' || soon beno businesses
in Kansasto pay taxes or support the state.

Kansas, as the saying goes, needs to dance with the one who
brung her.

Andthat meansastrong preferencefor buying at home.—Steve
Haynes

where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-4774; web address —
roberts.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-6521; web e-mail ad-
dress — brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail
address — jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-
W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-7676; e-mail address —
morrison@house.state.ks.us
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THE HagTiness TRiBoNE

ENOUGH QUESTIONS
HAVE BEEN RAISED,
THAT WE AT CBS
WILL REDOUBLE
OUR EFFORTS...

pIrionN —

TO
CONVINCE VIEWERS
THAT THESE ARE

NOT7 FORGERIES.

Some people come up with quotes easily

| don’t know about you, but | get jeal ous of
peoplewho canturn aphrase better than | can.
| don'tthinkit’struejeal ousy though. If itwere,
I doubt if | would enjoy reading their quotes
asmuch as| do. Here are somethat cameto
meby e-mail under theheading“ Great Quotes
by Great Ladies!”

“I refusetothink of themaschinhairs. I think
of them asstray eyebrows.” -Janette Barber.

“A male gynecologist is like an auto me-
chanicwhonever ownedacar.” - Carrie Snow.

“Laugh and theworld laughswith you. Cry
and you cry with your girlfriends.” -Laurie
Kuslansky.

“My second favorite household choreis
ironing. My first being, hittingmy head onthe
top bunk bed until | faint.” -ErmaBombeck.

“Aman’'sgottodowhat aman’sgottodo. A
woman must do what he can’'t.” -Rhonda
Hansome.

“The phrase “working mother” is redun-
dant.” -Jane Sellman.

“Whatever women must do they must do

twiceaswell asmento bethought half asgood.
Luckily, thisis not difficult.” -Charlotte
Whitton.

“1try totakeoneday at atime, but sometimes
several daysattack meat once.” -Jennifer Un-
limited.

“1f youcan't beagood example, thenyou’ll
just havetobeahorriblewarning.” -Catherine.

“When | was young, | was put in a school
for retarded kidsfor two yearsbeforethey re-
alized | actually had ahearing loss. And they
called ME slow!” -Kathy Buckley.

“1"m not offended by all the dumb blonde
jokesbecause | know I'm not dumb, and I’'m
alsonot blonde.” -Dolly Parton.

“1f high heel sweresowonderful, menwould

still bewearing them.” -Sue Grafton.

“1’m not going to vacuum *til Sears makes
oneyou canrideon.” -Roseanne Barr.

“Whenwomen aredepressedthey either eat
or goshopping. Meninvadeancther country.”
-Elayne Boodler.

“Behindevery successful manisasurprised
woman.” -Maryon Pearson.

“Inpolitics, if youwant anything said, ask e
man - if you want anything done, ask &
woman.” -Margaret Thatcher.

“1 have yet to hear aman ask for advice on
how tocombinemarriageandacareer.” -Gloria
Steinem.

“1 amamarvel oushousekeeper. Every time
| leaveaman| keephishouse.” -ZsaZsaGabor.

“Nobody can make you feel inferior with-
out your permission.” -Eleanor Roosevelt.

Guess!’ll take Eleanor’sadvice. | won't let
thesecleverwomenintimidateme. I’ [ keepon
writing, and maybe someday I'll say some-
thing worth quoting.

Cat a better paperweight than alarm clock

Catsmakelousy alarm clocks.

| usually get up between 6:30and8a.m. My
preferenceis8a.m., but sometimes, duty calls.

Last week, | worked until 2 am. Monday
night to get two newspapersready togo. | was
beat.

Tuesday mornings, | usually gotoNortonto
help put out The Norton Telegram, but | had
goneover Monday night sothat | could leave
for Denver on Tuesday.

Theoretically, | could have goneto Norton
on my regular schedule and still finished in
timetoleavefor Denver at 11am.

Practically, | knew that wouldn’t work.
Thereareawayspeoplewhowant, need, have
totalk toyou asyou aretrying towalk out the
door. That'sjust life.

So we did the Norton paper Monday night
and | drove home in the early morning hours
tofall into my bed, exhausted.

By 8a.m., though, April Alicehad startedto
worry.

The human on the right side of the bed al-
ways leaves by then. She thought there must
beaproblem.

Grass In cemetery needs

TotheEditor:

| read inyour recent articlesthat “ Support- |

ers want grass on the infield” of one of your
baseball facilities. If you guys want to plant

grass, why don'’t you take agood look at the |~ =I5

cemetery. | haveason buriedinthe Goodland
Cemetery, and on my most recent visit, | was
disgusted to seewhat hasbecome of it.

We' d do aswell by burying our loved ones
in afield somewhere, because that’swhat the
Goodland cemetery hasbecome. Thegrassin
theoldpart hasall but disappeared, andthenew
addition has nothing but dust.

| can’'t be the only person concerned about
this. Areyou guysafraid of wateringtheplace,
planting afew treesand real grass?1’ve seen

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

Shemovedfromher comfortablepositionat
our feet to my head and gave me a couple of
wakeup licks. Then shekneaded my shoulder
with her clawlesspaws. Finally, gettingnore-
sponse, she curled up by my chest and started
topurr loudly.

Mostly, though, she purred herself back to
sleep.

It'stoughbeingacat andtryingtobeanalarm
clock. They’ rejust not madefor thejob. A dog
couldbark analarm. A cat just purrs.

Beforel left for Denver, | triedto figure out
whether the cats had learned to use their new
pet door. We had it put in an inconspicuous
basement window.

So far, | had been able to push April Alice
through fromthe outsideand had tried to push
Molly Monster throughwithno success. Molly

from our
readers

® to the editor

several peoplewatering around the graves of
their loved onesin afutile attempt to make
something grow. It shouldn’t be their respon-
sibility to makethe cemetery look nice.

Thecemetery iscity property, but for usthat
have loved ones buried there and have plans
to be buried there ourselves when the time
comes, it should beaplace of peace, notjust a
placeto bury the dead.

isabig, muscular cat. It'shard to get her todc
something shedoesn’t want to do.

| figuredthecatswouldstill hangaroundthe
back door most of thetimeto wait for usto |l et
themgoinandoutandinand....

Still, itwould benicetoknow that, if onegot
caught outsidewhenweweregone, it could get
back to thefood and water bowls.

| had already put apet door onthegarageand
had equal success, or lack thereof, getting the
catstotryit.

I had thought of putting cat food on the in-
side near the pet door to entice themin, but
decided | might entice morethan cats. There
are plenty of raccoons, opossums and skunks
around, and | don’t need ancther pet.

I"'mnotsureif April Alicehasyet figured out
themagicdoor but Molly, for al her stubborn-
ness, hasit mastered. Weput her out each night
and each morning | find her sleeping in the
middle of the dining room table— where she
knows she's not supposed to be.

She doesn’t even pretend to be an alarm
clock. She'smoreof apaperweight.

attention

Thecity needsto find away to fund theim:-
provement and maintenancefor thecemetery,
evenif it meansanincreaseintaxesto pay for
theimprovementsand afull-timecaretaker. A
cemetery should resemble a park, not a prai-
rie. You need grass, trees and benches, not
snakesand prairiedogs.

David Kimbrell, Norton

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a tel ephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length and good taste.
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