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Prairiefirebumedbig path, started near\Wheeler

today In history

By Evelyn Ward
Sherman County Historical Society

September 25,1904 PrairieFire
Burns Big Area — Starts Near
Wheeler — Extendsinto Sherman
— A prairie fire, which got away
from section men who were burn-
ingfireguardsalongtheB& M rail-
road at Wheeler in Cheyenne
County did great damage to range
Monday, burning over a strip of
land about six miles east and west
by 20 milesnorth and south.

A strong wind from the north
spread thefireover therolling prai-
rie at arapid rate, and the force of
menouttofightitwasentirelyinsuf-
ficient to cope with it. From 11
o' clock in the forenoon until mid-
night, the fire kept rushing south,
crossingthecounty lineand burning
over 2/3 of township 7 inrange 39.

InCheyenneCounty, all of town-
ship fiveand 1/2 of township four,
range 39 wasburned over. A stable
on the Ives place, now owned by
Deweys, was destroyed, and the
Archer brothersin Cheyennecoun-
ty lost considerable hay in stack.

J.J. Knight, register of deeds,
whoseranchinthenortheast part of
the county was threatened by the
fire, worked all day Monday witha
team. Hewasprovidedwithagood
breaking plow and had horsesused
tofightingfire.

Heturned over widestripsof sod,
driving his horses within afoot of
the fire. Some farmers came out
with simply astirring plow, which

wasnext tousel essonthisoccasion.
So long as the wind continued a
little west of north, the fire headed
inthedirectionof Knight's, Kuhrt's
and others, but inthe afternoon the
wind veered to the northeast and
sent the fire toward Ryckman’s
ranch, but it waskilled out beforeit
got that far.
Protectionagainstfireby plowing
effective fire guards and great care
toseethat firesarenot set out arethe
saving gracesat thistimeof theyear
when the grasstakesfire easily and
congtitutessuch aheavy carpet.
Every prairiefirehurtsthewhole
country and therefore hurts every
maninit. Itisvital to our common
successthat they bekept down, and
had they been of no moment, the
legislaturewould not haveimposed
fine and imprisonment upon con-
victionincaseof theaccused setthe
fireout of carel essnessor by design.
September 26, 1904: Steer in
Justice Court— Three DaysL ega
Battle to Determine its Rightful
Owner — Not many two-year-old
steers have had forced upon them
such sudden notoriety which came
totheonebrought totown fromthe
Dyatt ranchin Smoky township, the
ownership of which was fiercely
contested in Justice Floyd's court
for three days.
The controversy seemed to cen-
ter around the question as to

whether or not the steer had abrand
“D” on the left shoulder. Some
thought they could seeit, and oth-
ersdeclareditwasnot therebecause
they could not seeit.

Seeingisbelievingof courseina
case of thiskind, and to get as near
tothefact aspossible, thejury was
ordered to go to Kellogg's livery
barn and to inspect the animal for
themselves, and more than that, a
barber wascommandedtogoaong
with them and clip that portion of
the animal’s anatomy where the
ironwassupposed to havemadeits
indelible mark.

Henry Miller and J.B. Dyatt both
claimed the animal, and from the
resultof trial Miller walked off with
the prize. The steer has been taken
home, and no doubt his notoriety

will disappear as suddenly as it
arose— up likearocker and down
likeastick.

This gentle, innocent-looking
two-year-old steer hasof coursebut
onefather, but sinceitsyouth up it
has been claimed by two masters.
Asthestory goes, whenitwasacalf
it trespassed with a large bunch of
other cattle on the planted crops of
J.B. Dyatt, among which was Mil-
ler’sstock. Dyatt took them up, and
whenMiller settled and wascutting
out hisown, thissteer calf wastaken,
but Dyatt’ smen said they would de-
termineitsownership later.

Incourseof time, thiscalf sinned
againagainst Mr. Dyatt’scrops. He
was taken up with the others, and
thistime, it seems, Dyatt held the
steer ashisown.

Of courseMiller had enjoyedthe
calf’sacquaintance for ayear, and
to give it up so unceremoniously
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was out of the question. He de-
mandedthereturnof theanimal, but
to no avail. Then he did the next
thing, hereplevined it. And hereby
hangsthetrial.

The case was brought in Justice
Floyd's court. A jury of six men
were chosen to hear the cause. At-
torney G.L. Calvert represented
Miller, and E.F. Murphy repre-
sented Dyatt. The tug of war was
soon on. The case was elaborately
stated and the jury charged with
their graveresponsibility.

Miller brought ninewitnessesto
prove the steer was his, and Dyatt
went only two less. Expert testi-
mony as to the brand was heard
from both sides. Miller had his
brand “M” on the right hip of the
steer, and no onecoulddeny that for
itwas"hard put.”

But Dyatt claimed anolder brand
ontheright shoulder, burnedinwhen

“Billy” wasacalf. Timehad dimmeo
themark, andtofind possibletraces
of theiron, not one but both shoul-
derswereclosely clipped.

Thejury, theattorneysand many
others branded and unbranded the
steer in their minds. But when the
verdict of thejury, which had been
out all night Tuesday and part of the
next day, was handed in, the steer
was declared to be Miller’s, which
meant that the shoulder brand was
of thestuff that dreamsaremadeof.

That Mr. Dyatt thought the steer
was his in good faith there is no
doubt, butinacontroversy only one
can win. The costs will amount tc
several timesthevalue of the steer.

From weekly issues of The
Goodland News, provided by the
Sherman County Historical Soci-
ety. Sncethe paper was publishec
weekly, someitemswerearbitrarily
assigned adate.

Business Opportunity

Up To $4,000 Weekly! Exciting
Weekly Paycheck! Written
Guarantee! 11 year nationwide
company now hiring! Easy work
sending outour simple one page
brochure! Free postage, sup-
plies! Awesome Bonuses! Free
Information! Call Now! 1-800-
242-0363 Ext. 3800.

Educational

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Rapid
training for a high paying career
- Aviation Maintenance. FAA
predicts severe shortage. Fi-
nancial Aid - Job PlacementAs-
sistance. (888)349-5387 AIM 6
locations.

Financial
Cash For Structured Settle-
ment/Annuity payments. It’s
your money! Get cash now

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

when you need it most! Oldest/
bestinthe business. Settlement
Purchasers. 1-877-Money-Me.

FORECLOSURE WORRIES?
Behind? Lender not cooperat-
ing? Team of proven experts
helps save your home. Fast.
Guaranteed. $395 to start. Call
1-866-576-5538 see track
record: www.OneRes idential.
com
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Combined ratesare
available to feature your servicesin the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

Help Wanted
GOVERNMENT JOBS! WILD-
LIFE/ POSTAL $16.51 TO
$58.00 PERHOUR. FULL BEN-
EFITS. PAID TRAINING. CALL
FOR APPLICATION AND
EXAM INFORMATION $89.NO
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY.
TOLL FREE 1-888-269-6090
ext. 719

A
£

Y Rt

Fall Harvesting

Wade Dishman
1736 Evans Rd
Wichita Falls,
Tx 76305

Dishman Harvestin
Service Truck 940-733-1713
Cell 940-631-8457

Wanted

.. Tommy Dishman
1878 Evans Rd
ichita Falls, Tx

Home 940-767-0713
Cell 940-781-3324

NEW SYSTEM

Preolessiocnal

WINDOW
CLEANING

650 N. Grant Commercial - Residential
Colby, Kan. Free Estimates
785-462-6995 or 1-800-611-6735

Serving hundreds of satisfied
customers for over 10 years. Since 1994.

A Big Thank You
to our Customers!!!

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

Chris & Beth Lewon «“ We do windows”

Western Kansas Center for
Comprehensive Dental
Diagnosis & Rehabilitation

1690 W. 4th « 460-3999
or toll free 1-866-305-3999

@,
(root canal) molar and anterior teeth
* Extensive cosmetic procedures
o Laser peridontal (gum disease)
therapy
» Esthetic crown and bridge
restorations; al ceramic (no metal)
* General dental procedures:
cleanings, tooth colored fillings,
partia dentures, biologic dentures

» Comprehensive bite analysis

* TMJTMD diagnosis and
rehabilitation

* |.V. Sedation for all dental
procedures including surgical
remova of wisdom teeth

¢ Dental Implants: surgical
placement and restoration

 Complete endodontic services
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*Pressure tanks
eIrrigation well acid

B’s Pump and Well Service
Rex Smith, owner

eIrrigation or domestic drilling or pump service

*Gearhead (new or used)

/85-899-6302

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Your ad could
be here!

Call Anne or Robin
at 899-2338

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium
Custom
Tailoring

by Marie

120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.
785-890-3510

p& D B“ﬂde,.s

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions ¢

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

American Financial Group

Associated with Polar Investment Counsel Inc. - member SIPC, NASD, NFA, MSRB

Campbell Strategic Allocation
Fund

Will be closing to all new investors in the next few months.
This is one of our premier Managed Futures Funds. This advi-
sory firm has outperformed the “S&P 500" for the last 31 years.
It is for serious investors only, with a minimum of 100,000 to
invest.

For more details please call and take advantage of this great
opportunity while it lasts. +as always, Past performance is not indicative of future

results.

Now with two locations to better serve you.

Mike van Maarth
470 14th St.
Burlington, Co.
719-346-9435

Sheryl Davis
1109 Main Avenue
Goodland, Kan.
719-890-6942

www.lamerican-financial.com

Residential & Commercial ;”7 ) T & T Tree Service
R o O I: I N G & X ) and Yard Care!
\\\4! All Aspects
- Tree Topping
Local DURO-LAST an 1 m - Trimming
Contractor ansas.co -Removal .,
With monthly costs as oW | Eree Estimat
Mlll‘l‘lly Roofing_ 785-462-6908 as $14.95 per month! Licensed & Insured
740 E. 4th 800-794-3204 Call (785) 899.-2338 for Call Tom (785) 462-0037
Colby, KS 67701 @ buoLast focfing, ne.  JEIT Dréiling/Sales information. or (785) 460-TREE
Save $$$$ “ Seek Shelter Today!”

PRO FLOOR
CARE

Powmas

Spring Carpet Cleaning Discounts

Steam Carpet & Upholstery Clean-

ing Specialists « Commercial/Resi-

dential « Advanced Power Cleaning

Methods ¢ Truck Mount Power ¢ Fast

Drying Time

We don’t cut corners we clean them!
Free estimates

Office 785-462-8313

Mobile 785-443-1091

Toll Free 1-800-473-4138

Spring discounts not valid with any other offers

LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM - BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727 [
Business: (785) 899-2553 |1 1 ‘f

Home: (785) 899-3974 |
® www.shelterinsurance.com

SHELTER

INSURANCE




