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Accident causes backup during lunch hour

Traffic backed up on K-27 justbefore noon Wednesday as crews
cleaned up scattered glass and car parts after a crash. Police
said Ronald L. Jones, 41, was stopped to turn lefton 16th Street were removed by Alex’s Repair.
when his 2001 Chevrolet pickup was hit from behind by a 1998

Chevrolet car driven by Mark J. Moyer, 23, of McDonald. Moyer
suffered minor injuries and was treated on the scene. Both cars
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Center launches prevention campaign

DRINKING, from Page 1

year will be about $80,000. The
grantwaswrittenfor more, shesaid,
so there will be an extra $10,000
each for programs with the Big
Brothers Big Sisters organizations
in Sherman and Thomas counties.

Eachyear, thegrant will bewrit-
tenfor amountsbased ontheplann-
edprograms, shesaid. It wasaward-
edtotheprevention center, shesaid,
whichisworkingwiththe Sherman
County Community Partners Coa-
litionand the Thomas County Coa-
lition to administer the grant.

Both coalitions meet monthly,
Evanssaid, andwouldwel comeany-
onewhowould liketo getinvolved.

There are no dues, she said; it's

just a group of concerned people
working to prevent problems.

The idea behind the campaign,
Evanssaid, isthat alot of kidsmake
good decisionsand healthy choi ces.

The prevention center wants to
support them, she said, and work
with parentsto support their kids.

A lotof parentsandkidsthink ev-
erybody drinks, shesaid, but that’s
not true; it’snot that widespread.

The center hired an advertising
agency, M B Piland of Topeka, Evans
said, and worked with peoplethere
who know how to market anidea

They cameupwithaseriesof six
logos, shesaid, and then had adults
and youths from Colby and Good-
land participatein an on-linefocus
group to evaluatethem.

Homecoming nominees
chosen by classmates
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Other nomineesfor queen were
Bailee Guyer, Shannon Johnson
and Shannon Showalter.

The final results of the students
election for king and queen have
aready been compiled and the re-
sultswill beannounced during hal f-
timeat tonight’sgame.

They voted on alogo and said
why they choseit, shesaid; thelogo
isnow on T-shirts, tank topsand | a-
belsthat are attached to the prizes
givenout.

Membersof thecommunity part-
ners coalition helped hand out T-
shirtsand goodiesat theschool, and
school faculty and staff helpedwith
the event as well. Coalition mem-
berswho hel pedwerePaul Chaffin,
Pat Jordan, Clark Jordan, Dennis
Washburn, Art Lovington, Judy
McKeeand Nancy Farris.

High School Principal Harvey
Swager andAthletic Director Steve
Raymer helped with the “traffic”
flow inthe hallway at the south en-
trance of the school, where the
event washeld.

Coalition members would like
more people to become involved,
Evanssaid, andwork onprevention
activities. One thing the coalition
wouldespecialy likehelpwith, she
said, istheCommunitiesThat Care
Survey.

Thesurvey isgiventostudentsin
sixth, eighth, 10th and 12th grades,
shesaid, andtherewill beamail-in
and on-line survey of some of the
same questionsfor parents.

Thesurvey givesthecoalitionan
ideaof what thekidssay isgoingon,
she said, and the parent survey
could be used to compare with that
what the parentsthink isgoing on.

But, she said, 80 percent partici-
pationisneededfor theresultstobe
scientifically defensible.

Evanssaid shehadtried themail-
in survey before and didn't get a
good response, so sheisadding an
on-lineversiontomakeit morecon-
venient. She said the survey will
probably betakeninDecember, and
the results will be used to decide
what the campaign’s focus should
be.

Alcohol seemsto be the drug of
choice for youths, Evans said, but
datafromthesurvey may show that
something el seneedstobeaddedto
thecampaign, suchasmarijuanaor
methamphetamines.

Theprevention center and coali-
tionswant to be surethe campaign
targetswhat thekidssay istheprob-
lem, shesaid.

“We want this campaign to be
successful in Colby and Good-
land,” Evans said, “to get people
involvedinthecoalitionsand posi-
tively impact the communities.”

City office gets
computer upgrade
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vices would not be subject to the
fee. Thecity still will collect sales
tax onwater sold at retail.

The state hasmadethefeeanir-
revocabledecision, sothecity can’t
back out of the program | ater.

Commissioner DaveDanielssaid
at arecent solid waste meeting, the
county’s trash-collection contrac-
tor, In the Can, requested permis-
sion to pick up trash left outside of
city dumpsters.

Danielssaid thecompany would
bewillingto gointothealleysand
cleanthemup, but they areafraid of
liability issues. Inthe Can doesnot
wanttobeheldresponsiblefor haul -
ing away itemsand later discover-
ing the owners didn’t want them
trashed, however.

“What some people think is
trash,” said Pickman, “is someone
else’'streasure.”

Danielssaidthesolidwastecom-

mittee wants to have an ordinance
allowingthetrash company to pick
up abandoned items.

Although commissioners agreed
they would liketo seethe alleyways
cleared, they decided that an ordi-
nancecoul dbecometoocomplicated.

Inother business, commissioners:

« Discussed the mediation pro-
cess on defects in the swimming
pool.

*Approvedaresolutiontoreview
bond refinancing while interest
ratesarelow. Theapproval doesnot
committhecity torefundbonds, but
looks into refinancing them at &
lower rate.

 Voted to hold next month’s
meeting on Monday, Oct. 4, as
scheduled although Vol k and Pick-
man will be at a L eague of Kansas
Municipality meeting until Oct. 6.
Commissioners agreed to meet tc
pay billsand review minutes, andto
call aspecial meeting if something
elsecomes up.
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dropbox isusedalot.

City employeesworkingat the
power plant and emergency ser-
vices will still be on 24-hour
shifts, but Pickman said, the
change will put all other city
employees on the same sched-
ule.

“Instead of staggeringthings,”
he said, “they will all work the
sameschedule.”

Commissionerssaidtheearly
hours would help parents, who
could pay bills after they drop
their kids off at school in the
morning.

Mull said an earlier opening
timewould be better for him.

He said the city could try the
schedule and go back to the old

Employees get
new early schedule

oneif it doesn’t work out.

City employeesalsohad asay,
with 41 preferring 7 am. to 4
p.m.,threechoosing 7:30a.m.to
4:30 p.m. and one opting for the
work schedule to remain the
same, Pickman said.

The commission voted to
changethe schedul e after offer-
ing 30 days notice and publish-
ingthechangeinthenewspaper.
City offices will start opening
earlier after thetime change on
Nov. 1.

Although the decision was
unanimous to approve the new
work schedule, commissioners
areconcernedabout publicopin-
ion.

“Oh, you’' regoingto get some
static about it,” said Commis-
sioner Dean Blume, “no doubt
about that.”

Tesmer.

Christopher Ray Baumfalk

On the story of Teen Model Chris Baumfalk, Tina
Tesmer respectfully honors and is very proud of him
and his accomplishments. Chris is the son of Tina
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