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Leroy Hoffman (above), a resident of the Golden Horseshoe Ranch, helped move lumber to a pile
outside last Tuesday, part of the renovation of a barn to use for building projects. Alvin Martinez,
(right) also a resident of the ranch, used a push broom to clean up to get ready for a shipment of
sheet rock. The structure will have a large workroom, offices and a restroom for visitors.

Photos by Kathryn Gurfinkel/The Goodland Star-News

Farm offers alternative therapies for clients

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland Star-News

Thefreedom of living on afarm
and raising animals has been a
dream of some residents and man-
agement at Golden West Commu-
nity Services, and that dream has
come true with the organization’s
newest venture, the Golden Horse-
shoe Ranch.

“It's adream that several of us
have had for years,” said Tim
Armknecht, director of program-
ming for residential and day ser-
Vices.

GoldenWest providesservicesto
mentally retarded adults in
Goodland. Clientslivethreetofour
together inhousesthroughout town.
Each house has at |east one staff
member on hand 24 hours a day.
The residents attend day services
Monday through Friday at the
GoldenWest center just west of the

hospital.

Four people in Golden West's
care have moved out to the nine-
acre Golden Horseshoe Ranch
roughly ninemilesnorthandamile
east of Goodland. Thehouseisright
off acounty road with alargebarn-
like building next door. Treesline
theyardtothenorthof thehouseand
the large fenced back yard has a
bricked fish pond.

Theyard extends back to thefar
east edge of the property, where
Armknecht plansto add a placeto
raiseanimals.

A spot just beyond the fence has
beentilledandisawaiting planting
next spring for large-scale garden-
ing.

“Thisplacewasmadetoorder for
what wewantedtodo,” Armknecht
said.

Although GoldenWestisrenting
the farm, he said they plan to stay

foralongtime.

“My intent is for it to still be
Golden Horseshoe Ranch in 20
years,” Armknecht said.

Residentsmovedtotheranchon
Aug. 1, he said, and have been
workingever since. They arebuild-
ing roomsinside of thebarn where
they plan to construct backyard
sheds, Christmastreesand possibly
some special picnictables.

Armknecht said after thebuilding
is complete, they will have afew
climate controlled offices and a
restroomfor visitors.

Raising animals is one of the
projectsranchresidentsareexcited
about. Although the rented ranch
came equipped with an entire herd
of semi-tamecats, they wanttoraise
somefarmanimals.

One resident, Derek Moreland,
said he wants to raise horses.
Armknecht said they are looking

Legion plans benefits meeting in Goodland

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

TheGoodlandAmericanLegion
will hold a benefits information
meeting for veteransat 10:30 am.
Monday at theVeteransof
Foreign Wars Hall, 824
MainAve.

The meeting, which
will last about 30 min-
utes, ispart of thisyear’s
annual American Legion
Veterans Affairs Tour,
which will stop at each
post in Kansas. The tour
starts Sunday and will go
through Oct. 8, visiting more than
330 postsacrossthe state.

All veterans and members of
their families who have questions
are encouraged to attend the meet-
ings. Veteranswill havethechance
to enroll with the Department of
VeteransAffairsduring thevisit.

The American Legion saysitis
the country’s largest veterans ser-

Cadmus

viceorganization. TheL egionsays
it helps more veterans and their
familieswithfilingfor benefitsthan
any other organization. Membersof
the American Legion wrote the
original G.I. Bill after
World War 1l and pio-
neered other programs, in-
cluding compensation for
veteransexposedtoradia
tion and toAgent Orange.

Thomas Cadmus, the
Legion’s national com-
mander, will visit the
Colby post about 3:45
(Central Time) Wednes-
day afternoonfor a45-minutevisit
aspart of hisDepartment of Kansas
tour. He was elected commander
earlier this month at the national
conventionin Nashville.

Cadmus joined the American
Legion in May 1967 in his home-
town of Britton, Mich., serving as
its commander for a year, than as
adjutantfor 11. Heal soservedatour

asthe Department Commander for
Michigan (1988-1989) and as the
National Vice Commander (1991-
1992).

Cadmus, who retired from Ford
Motor Co.’s Rawsonville Plant in
Ypsilanti, served with the U.S.
Army from 1965 to 1967. After
training as an armored reconnais-
sance specialist at Fort Knox, Ky.,
he served therest of hisenlistment
near Munich, Germany, with the
24th Infantry Division, leaving ac-
tiveduty asaspecialist five.

The Colby post clubhouse is at
1850W. Fourth St. Takel-70east to
the Levant exit and U.S. 24 into
Colby, which turnsinto Fourth
Street. Theclubhouseisnear Fourth
and Walker.

L ESTNTE INVESTMENTS

2 - Big Days

Grand Opening

The Tool Liquidator’s

2- Truckloads of Tool’s

Fri. Sept. 24 and Sat. Sept. 25
from1llam.to 7 p.m.

Sale at the National Guard Armory
720 East Armory Road '
Goodland, Kansas

Many item’s slashed 40% to 70% off.

DON’T MISS IT!

i

s

W e
810 Beaver Drive: Three bedroom, 2
bath modular with large heated/
insulated shop on 2 acres. Beautiful
landscaping.

Hobby Farm Co.-Kan. border:
Southeast of Burlington. Approxi-
mately 3 acres, 3 bedroom, 2 car
garage, trees, fenced yard, available
immediately, $80,000.

Great Opportunity: HC1 Box 102,
Wheeler, Kan. Established auto body
and paint shop, set up with office and
bath, included in sale is newly
remodeled brick home sitting on just
over 1/2 acre, room for a horse

Delmer Ziegler
Cell: 970-214-1411
Bobby Raps, Broker/Owner
140 Colorado Ave.
Stratton, Co. 80836
Srrorrunmy. 1-888-800-0122
www.coloradoland.org
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intoboarding oneof hisownhorses
temporarily to get the clients used
toanimal care.

Pet therapy is another reason
Armknecht wants to incorporate
animalsintothe Golden Horseshoe
program. He said pets can help pa-
tients suffering from mental disor-
ders.

“1 believe we can serve people
withmental disorders,” hesaid, “ by
providing them with the soothing
effectsof taking care of animals.”

Hesaidthey arelookingfor adog
that will get alongwiththeir numer-
ouscats.

Along with raising animals, he
said, they want to someday have a
petting zooontheproperty. Hesaid
horseback ridingissometimesused
astherapy, too.

Residents are working to fix up
two small buildings to house ani-
mals.

For farming, Armknecht said
they want to start with raising wa-
termel ons, pumpkins, corn and to-
matoes. He said they hope to have
crops to sell at farmer’s markets
next year.

Armknecht said ranch residents
have regular meetings to discuss
plansfor thelocation.

“We have house meetings,” he
said, “todiscusswhat they’ reinter-
ested in and what they’ renot inter-

estedin.”

Someof theideasfor thegrounds
include adding a miniature golf
course, ago cart race track and a
picnic area.

Armknecht said heislookingfor-
wardto using theranch asan desti-
nationfor peopleusing day services
at Golden West. He said they are
planningapicnicandbarndancefor
Halloween.

When the ranch is up and run-
ning, hesaid, hecan seeschool kids
visitingthefarmfor thepetting zoo
or to pick pumpkins.

“I think the community as a
whole can benefit from this,” he
said.

Although the parent corporation
of GoldenWest, ResCare, had been
opposed to putting residentsin an
isolated rural setting, Armknecht
said they get an opportunity tolive
away fromthenoiseand pressureof
town.

“Wewanted to provided relaxed
rural living for a person who is
stressed out by the pressure of city
life,” hesaid.

To keep them from feeling iso-
late, he said, ranch residents are
brought into attend day servicesin
Goodland once aweek.

Originally they thought of mov-
ing someresidentstothecountry to
keep them out of trouble,

Armknecht said, and they have
foundactivitiesthat helptodeter the
problems.

“We'reofferingtheman alterna-
tivetogettingintrouble,” hesaid.

With projects like the ranch, he
said, hefeel sthey have given some
residentssomethingto beproud of.

“They have prideinit,” he said.
“They feel likeit'stheirs.”

The idea to open aranch came
from some similar projects
Armknecht had seen on the
Internet. Although thereis atree
farm near Hays that is somewhat
similar, hethinkstheranch will be
aone-of-a-kind model for other ser-
viceproviders.

“Therewill benoother placelike
thisinKansas,” hesaid. “Whenit's
up and running, | believeit will be
aprototypefor others. | think it will
becutting edge.”

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
shouldbefair andfactual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Palace Drug
1st National Bank of Colby

High Plains Printing
Western Sprinklers, Inc.
T. O. Haas Tire, Inc.

S & T Telephone

Valley Hope - Norton
Colby Police Department

Peoples State Bank of Colby

Dr. Larry Washburn, Optometrist
Sherman County Attorney’s Office
Thomas County Attorney’s Office

Thomas County Sheriff’s Department

Thank You

Thomas County ADAC would like to thank all the participants, sponsors
and volunteers for making our Golf Tournament such a great success!!

HOLE SPONSORS

Van’s Body & Frame, Inc.
Homeland Realty

Farmers & Merchants Bank, Colby
BankWest of Colby

Wallace County Attorney’s Office
Woofter Construction & Irrigation
First National Bank - Goodland
Farm and Ranch Realty

Thomas County Insurance
Goodland Police Department
Vignery & Mason, Attorneys
Northwest Kansas Hearing Services, Inc.
Scott Showalter, Attorney

TEAM SPONSORS

Colby Medical & Surgical Center
Dr. Larry Washburn, Optometrist
SUPPORTING DONATIONS

Kansas Quick Lube
Subway Sandwiches & Salads
Someplace Special
WalMart of Goodland
Mann’s Jewelry

Craft Peddler

Lois & Larry Struckmeyer
CJ’s Boutique

Sugar Hills Country Club
Crazy R’s

Interior Connections

Jo Anne Vaughn

Pat Willoughby

Sharon’s Hallmark

House of Wood

His Shop of Colby

Mr. Jim’s His Shop

Pepsi Bottling Company

Perry Warren, Attorney

Carousel Hair Salon

Prairie Museum of Art & History
Fotogirl Photography

Adams, Brown, Beran, & Ball (Breakfast)
C-K Lumber & Supply

Applebee Golf Carts

Sports Shoppe

Cobblestone Floral & Garden Center
Judy & Jim Withers




