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Big Brothers to raise money, boost awareness

With the fall season on the way,
Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Sherman County is planning some
activities that should raise some
money and boost the awareness of
our affiliate.

With the help of the college car-
pentry department and theKiwanis
Club of Goodland, Big Brothers
Big Sistersof Sherman County had
a booth at the annual Flatlander’s
event.

During October, we normally
haveaBig For A Day event planned,
and this October is ho exception.
We areworking with Wheat Ridge
Acres and invite all ages to that
wonderful facility onMonday from

daise

4t05:30p.m..

Thosewhomight beinterestedin
BigBrothersBig Sisterscanattend
and sharethistimewith somekids,
senior citizensand everyonein be-
tween. Pleasegiveusacall at 890-
3665 or Wheatridge at 899-0100 if
you haveany questionsconcerning
the event.
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At theend
of the Octo-
ber, plansare
being final-
ized for a
Halloween
Dancetosup-
port Big
Brothers Big
Sisters. So, get those costumes
ready and plan onhavingawonder-
ful timeto " Dance For Kids Sake.”
Please stay tuned for announce-
ments concerning thisfund-raiser.

The past few weeks, | have been
sharing some information from an
article by Jennifer Roback Morse
entitled “Parents or Prison.” The

Travelers return, have tales to tell

Some of our travelers have re-
turned home, and it soundslikethe
roads were a fun place to be. The
main purpose was just traveling,
visiting and sightseeing, and this
proved to beameaningful venture.

Thatisanideal trip, tojust getin
the vehicle and “hit the road.” |
learned somefactsjust listening to
onecouplerelateabout thetripthey
took.

Didyouknow that U.S. Highway
83, which goes north to the Cana-
dian border and south to the Mexi-
canborder, isdesignated theWorld
War 11 Veteran’sHighway ?

This highway is the one that
makes the north/south part of the
“nine mile corner” east of Colby,
whereitintersectswithU.S. High-
way 24.

George and Roberta Luckert
drove on thisroad to the Canadian
border and stopped several times
along the way. They said they saw
more hay than thought possiblein
North Dakota, and alot of areas
have had plentiful rain.

Returning back to Brewster, they
took different routes that allowed
themtovisitrelativesand seeother
sights. It sounds like a delightful
kind of tripfor just seeingwhat you
want to see.

The bright lights of citiesaren’t
what they enjoy, but they candrive
and admiregood growingareasand
see what other areas use for farm-
ing techniques. It's good to have
themhomeagain, and I’ mgladthey
had arelaxing time.

BonnieandWarrenReidalsoen-
joyedtheir triptothenorthwest and
through the southern part of
Canada, and they were glad to get
homealso.

Sincethey had runinto rain dur-
ing most of their trip, they weren’t
surprised that it was raining here
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when they pulled into town, and
they weregladto seeitwasdoingit
here also. She said they were able
tovisit friendsand relativesacross
the areaand also to see new areas.
Itisgood to have them back too.

| got acall from someother folks
who were traveling in the south-
west, and they are cutting their trip
alittle short becausethey aretired
of therainy weather inthat area. So
| might have another adventureto
report onnexttime. Rain, rain— it
iswonderful to havethat in our vo-
cabulary again, isn’tit?

Theshowerswerebeautiful, and
| know many werelikemeandwon-
deringwhether itwasgoingtomiss
us again, but when it came, it was
perfect. Wehad about twoinchesin
24 hours, and wenoticed thewheat
is leaping up where it has been
planted.

| amsureitwill makeagood start
for that planted in the coming days
aso. 1 think thereismorehopeinthe
farmers’ eyes this year than there
hasbeenfor afew years. Thereare
also afew doubters, but each rain
dropsthat number alittle.

Troy Dillinger is spending some
timeinthehospital,andwehopehe
has a speedy recovery. Heisim-
proving each day, and | am surehe
will soon bemaking histripstothe
post office.

Sherry Horney is also having
some problems with pneumonia,
andwehopesheissoon back on her
feet,and | know thekidswill beglad
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tohaveher back
at the school.

She has had
some health
challenges and
has met them
head-on, so we
areliftingherup
inprayer onthis
ailment also.

When | talked to my sister
Harriett DemareeThursday, | found
out shewaslooking forward to be-
ing honored as Grand Marshall of
the Goodland Homecoming Pa-
rade.

| am very happy that she and
Thurl are going to ride at the head
of theparade, asshehashad arough
year. I’ vewritten about her surger-
ies and illnesses, and one of the
things| wasvisiting with her about
wasthetimeof funeral servicesfor
anephew of ours. Give ‘em awar
whoop, Harriet!

Thenephew that wewerevisiting
about isPatrick K ear, theyoungest
son of our sister Jolineand Darrell
Kear. Patrick was raised in
Goodland and Stratton, Colo., and
athoughwedidn’t seehimoften, he
was anice kid. Pat seems to have
decidedthat thingsweretoorough,
though, and it really makes me an-
gry that so many “nicekids’ think
thesolutiontotheir problemsisget-
ting clear out of the picture.

I’m going to miss seeing him at
the rare family gatherings or hear-
ing about him from his sister that
hasdone so much for himwhenwe
seeher or justknowingthat hiskids
aremissing him. Now wewill have
afamily gathering, and | may meet
hischildrenfor thefirst time, but |
won'tseePat. | amsorry about that.

Back to the weather, Thursday
wasabeautiful day. Seeyouall next
time.

Colbycollegetobeaccredited for 10years

Colby Community College has
beenrecommendedfor 10moreyears
of accreditationby aneva uationteam
from the Higher Learning Commis-
sionof theNorth Central Association
of Collegesand Schools.

Tenyearsisthemaximumlength
the team can recommend. Colby’s
last evaluation was in 1994, when
it al so received the maximum.

The team'’s report and recom-
mendationisjust part of the evalu-
ationprocess. Thefinal determina-
tion will come from the commis-
sion’slnstitutional Action Council,
whose report is expected in the
spring.

“Comments by the team mem-
bers and the initial report are con-
firmation that Colby Collegeis
well-positionedtofulfill itsmission
of providinglearning opportunities
while supporting lifelong experi-
ences that meet the needs of the

communitiesitserves,” saidcollege
President Mikel Ary.

Intheir exit briefinglast Wednes-
day, after a three-day visit, the
team’s members said some of the
commentsthey will includeintheir
report are;

» Thecollegehasaquality faculty
with the appropriate credentials.

» The campusisaspaciousenvi-
ronment conducive to student
learning.

 The administrative team pro-
vides stableleadership.

* Students are satisfied with the
educationthey receive, specifically
mentioning small classes, indi-
vidual attention, competent faculty
and adequate support services.

» Colby hasasuccessful history of
student recruitment and retention.

Accreditation by the North Cen-
tral Association, or another nation-
ally recogni zed agency, ensuresthat

acollege’screditscantransfer, and
allows the school to continue re-
ceiving federal money for grants,
projectsand student aid.

In other college news, Ken John-
son, thedean of fiscd affairs, submit-
ted hisresignationeffectiveOct. 15.
Hehasbeenthecollege'schief finan-
cial officer since January 1989.

Johnson, a certified public ac-
countant, plantoreturnto hishome
state of lowaand join apublic ac-
counting firmthere.

“KenJohnson hasservedthecol-
lege very ably during hislong ten-
ure at Colby College,” Ary said.
“He has guided the college skill-
fully through annual audits and
maintai ned asteady, positivecourse
to our financial well-being. | have
always appreciated and depended
upon hishonesty, knowledgeof his
field and foresight concerning the
future of the college.”

followingwill completethevarious
bitsof opinionsfrom Ms. Morse.

As| complete interviews and
visit with families and volunteers,
there are dwaysthe past tragedies
that these and all of us must deal
withaswegothroughlife. Itisvery
easy to blameour past or othersfor
what we are facing and to not take
responsibility for actionstoday.

From the article, “A young
woman needsto know that the de-
cisiontohaveachildby herselfisa
decision that exposes her and her
childto alifetime of elevated risks
of poverty, of lower education, of
depression and of prison.

“She might think it simpler to
strikeout alonerather thanto put up
with the innumerable adjustments
andaccommodationsthat areinevi-
tableinmarriedlife. ... Butweare
not doing theyoung person any fa-
vorsby acting asif weareignorant
of the likely consequences of her
choices.

“For years we have heard that
single parenthood isan alternative
lifestyle choice that doesn't affect
anyonebut thepersonwho chooses
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it.. .. Thepremisebehind thisoffi-
cial posture of neutrality is false.
The decision to become a single
parent or todisrupt anexistingfam-
ily does affect people outside the
immediate househol d.”

Tofinish, in my position | admit
| feel blessed to have had a stable
family and to not have had to make
sometoughdecisions, butweareall
facedwithindividual decisionsthat
set our future.

| will tend to feel sorry for those
lessfortunate, but | must remember
that thesorrow canonly setthemup
for failurethat will never end.

From a book by Andy Stanley,
entitled “Louder than Words,”
Stanley makesit clear that rather
than blame others, we should for-
give those who have wronged us
and moveon.

“To make matters worse,” he
said, “thecurrent trendin psychol-
ogy is to place more and more
blame for our nation’s character
deficit on our culture. Individuals
are no longer responsible for their
decisions and behavior because, it
issaid, individualsarenothingmore
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Rollback
Savings

From Sept. 20 to Oct. 1

We are rolling back our advertising
prices to the 2000 rates.
Check with Ann, Robin or Doug.

Newspaper display ads only.

1205 Main, Goodland, Kan.

785-899-2338

than by-products of our society.

“They had no choicein how they
werebrought up. Consequently, in-
dividuals are not to blame for the
choicesthey make. Collectively, we
areal to blame. And individually,
weareall victims!

“The message s, ‘It's okay for
you to behavetheway you do. You
have no choice in light of your
background. For you, this behav-
iorisperfectly acceptable. Youare
under no obligationto change. You
have every right to betheway you
are.””

Suchthinkingremovesall incen-
tiveto change. After al, it'seasier
to stay the sameand make excuses.
Victimsdon't want to be proactive
about changing. I nstead, they want
to be proactive about making sure
the person who hurt them pays.

Andsowespend our energy tell-
ing our sad storiesrather than tack-
ling thetask of forgiving.

Facingdifficultiesarenoteasy in
our lives, but | promise | will en-
courageyouinstead of helpingyou
blame others. That isthe |east that
all of uscando.
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