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from our viewpoint...

Is rural America
just killing itself?

Thiseditorial, by Steve Haynes, president of Nor’ West News-
papers, won afirst placefor editorial writing fromthe National
Newspaper Association. It has been reprinted in several news-
papersaround Kansasand el sewhere.

If rural Americaisdying, what'skillingit?

Thoughit’spopular to blameWal-Mart, | don’t think that'sit.

Wal-Mart isasymptom, not adisease.

What'skilling rural Americanisrural Americans.

Wedon't realizehow good wehavethings, andwedon’ tinvest
inour own, wonderful way of life.

Weteach our kidsthat they need to go off to theuniversity and
get agood job in the city. We don’t make jobs for them back at
homelikewe used to.

Wedo our shopping out of town or with somebig, facel esscor-
poration. We don'’t support the hometown grocery or the mom-
and-pop storeson Main Street. We' re hooked on the excitement
of going to the big stores and buying big-brand merchandise. A
triptothenext-bigger town becomesasocial outing, notjust trea-
sontothelocal economy.

But it’smore complicated than that.

Wal-Mart exists because it does what people want. It haslow
prices, if youdon't mind hiking through ajammed up, ding-and-
dent parking lot. I1t’'sopen all day so people can shop when they
havetime.

Oneretail expert notesthat in an erawhen everyoneworks, a
storethat’sopen 9to 5 must be catering to theretired and the un-
employed. That’snot the most profitable demographic, isit?

Go to any Wal-Mart at night or on Sunday, or at 9 p.m. on a
Wednesday, and you' Il find carsfromall the surrounding towns.
Go downtown in those same towns, and you' Il find most of the
stores locked and shuttered. Maybe the owners are home com-
plaining. Maybe they’ re over shopping at Wal-Mart along with
all their customers.

Most of our townshavepl acesto buy thethingsweneed. These
businesses provide jobsthat keep our townsgoing. They arethe
building blocksof our communities. But wedriveright by them
onour way out of town.

Then we get together and complain about the declining popu-
|ationandtheever-lower enrollmentinour schools. Wegripethat
it'stoughtoattract new busi nesses. Wecomplainthat noonewants
tolive“out here.”

We' d dl be alot better off if welearned to invest in our own
townsand thebusinessesthat support them. Instead of hittingthe
highway to buy acar or acoat, we ought to ook downtown. Out
onthehighway. Or worst cometowaorse, inthenext county over.

Notinthecity. Not at somechain storethat sucksprofitsout of
our town and sendsthemtofiveof the 10 weal thiest peopleinthe
world. Wedon't, though. Wethink we' regoing to savemoney on
theroad. We' remad at thetown grocer or theFord deal er. Wewant
to have some fun. Hey, nobody spends all his money at home.
Therearethingsyou can’t get here. There arethingswewant in
thecity. That’snot the point.

If wewant rural Americato survive, rural Americans haveto
start investing in our own back yards. We need to spend most of
our money at home. Weneedto shop at thetown grocery and sup-
port the downtown stores. We need to spend our money whereit
supportsjobsandtaxesand profitsat home, notinsomeother state.

Evenif it costsafew centsmore. Becauseif wedon’t, we' reall
going to have to move to the city. And whileit’'sanice place to
visit, | don’t want to live there. — Steve Haynes
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| don’t know about you, but my list of new
and seldom used wordsisgetting quitelong. |
collect thesewordsas| read. Some struck me
asstrange; somel’ d never heard (or seen) be-
fore; all intrigued meenoughtojot themdown.

I’ll startwithafew of “irritating” politically-
correct oneswhich were new to me; 1) Shop-
pingis“retail therapy.” (unknown author) 2)
Thehomelessare“residentially challenged” -
JohnLescroft“TheFirstLaw”. 3) Garbagede-
scribed as” nonproductiveex-consumer mate-
rials’ - Happy All the Timeby Laurie Colwin.
(Can you redlly imagine someone who talks
with politically-correct phrasesall thetime?)

Now herearesomewordshby whichyoucan
testyour vocabulary skills: 1. Jeremiall (notin
my dictionary; I’m assuming it means “like
Jeremiah”.) 2. Pictureswerehung chockabl ock
(in acrowded condition). 3. Bibelots (small
household ornament or decorative object). 4.
Hoopela(l had heard thisone, but never saw it
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in print before. After | looked it up, | realized
why the word looked strange. It WAS MIS-
SPELLED! No“e”) 5 Solipsistic (pertain-
ingto*“ atheory that theself can know nothing
but its own modifications and that the self is
the only existent thing.” (I’ ve known people
like that; haven't you?) 6. Autodidact (self-
taught person). 7. Kathunked(l truly think this
isanoiseand notaword.) 8. Juvenilia(“artis-
tic or literary compositions produced in the
artist’syouth” ; or designedfor youth.) 9. Tony
shops (shops “marked by an aristocratic or
high-toned manner or style”). 10. Caromed
(making acertain type of billiard shot). (We

usedtohaveasmall caromeboard aschildren.
| wonder if my mother realized she had apool
tablein her home.)

WEell, enough of taxing your brains. Here's
somequotesyou’ resuretoenjoy: 1. A garbage
collector speaks: “ You think of us as garbage
collectors, but wethink of you asgarbage pro-
ducers.” 2. “The condition jealousy covered
wassimply envy mixedwithfear.” 3."| don't
callitgossip.| call it‘ emotional speculations.”
All three quotes are by Laurie Colwin in her
book, “ Happy All the Time”. Currently there
is a popular country/western song called “I
HateEverything.” Accordingto SteveMartini
in*“Undue Influence”, that personisa“socia
contrarian.”

That remindsmeof another quotethat I still
haven'tfiguredout: “ They wereaboutto*lose
theirfacsimilies.”” | don’tknow what book that
isfrom, but | think theauthor needstoget anew
editor.

The iris bed finally gets cleaned out

We spent the afternoon Saturday cleaning out
theirisbedsbehind thehouse, and now | remem-
ber why we have been putting this chore off.

It'snot that it’sthat tough ajob, but now | have
to listen to Cynthia complain about her sore
musclesand stiff back all week.

Oh, yeah, and my musclesare sore, too.

There must be an easier way to do this, but |
can'tthink of it.

Theirises had been in the bed 10 years. We
planted them the year we moved into the house.

They wereovergrownand socrowdedthat they
hardly bloomed thisyear. | didn’t realize how
overcrowded they were until | tried to drive a
stakeintothebed and found out they had covered
morethanafoot of sidewalk. (Theplantsover the
concretedidn’t bloom much, either.)

We had been talking about this job for more
than amonth, but there alwayswas somereason
not to start it. Saturday, | set the afternoon aside.
Cynthiasaidit wastoo hot, so shewent totakea
nap. Shedoesthat alot.

Three hourslater, shewas up, but in no mood
to pull bulbs. It was about 5 p.m., and the game
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wasover, by thetimewestarted. Youtakeashovel
or a potato fork, and pry up the bulbs. When
they’ re overgrown like these, you have to pry
them apart. to separatetheindividua plants.

We started throwing them on the patio, and
wound up with ahuge pile. It was getting dark,
but we still had bulbs to pull, dirt to shake. We
hadtofinish.

Thisproject, | might point out, had to be com-
pleted without the hel p of the cats, who showed
no interest in the bulbs, the dirt or any of the
creepy-crawliesthat ran out fromunder thepile.

Someof the spidersdowntherelooked down-
right wicked, by the way, but no one got bit. At
least, not that | know of .

Didl mentionthat it wasgetting dark by now?

| started planting thebulbswewanted to keep,
including one special variety | had marked. The
othersarepotluck for color and size, mostly heri-
tagetypesthat wehad collected fromfriendsand
relatives.

| put them back, leaving plenty of room for
growth. | reserved acorner for thegarlicthat ap-
parently wasleft over fromthelast owners herk
garden. It gets one corner of the bed, while the
spearmint takes over the other, along with any
baregroundit can getinto.

We cook withthegarlic. | haven't figured out
what to do with the mint, but it sure does smell
good.

All that was | eft now wasto trim and bag the
excessiris. Wecounted seven paper grocery bags
full — after we had replanted, plusasmall sack
of garlic plants.

So, if you know anyone who needsafew iris
bulbs, do call.

We Il givesometoanyonewho canbeartolis-
ten to the complaints about stiff legs and sore
backs.

Grandchild thanks unknown Angel

TotheEditor:

Greatthingsreally dohappeninsmall towns |

duetothewonderful peoplewholiveinthem.
| want to acknowledgethehel pthat wasgiven

tomy grandmother, PhyllisSeaman, whenshe SEei

had aserioushed thissueduringashoppingtrip
atthelocal Dollar General store. A day |ater she
was hospitalized for tests.

My grandmother told methat whileshewas
shopping, she began to feel weak, hot, and
faint, like shewasgoing tofall to the ground.
There was no way that my mother, who was
with her, could havegot grandmato asafespot
on her own.

There was an ANGEL in the store, a total
stranger to both my grandmother and mother
andtheclerk whowasworking. Whoever this
ANGEL was, shedoesdeservetobeacknowl-
edged, evenif by my small letter to the editor.
You see thisANGEL helped get my grand-
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mother to abench, bought her abottle of water
to pour over her face and to drink, bought her
new slippers, helped her to their car and then
made sure that she was going to be all right.
Thenshedisappeared beforethey could get her
name.

During atrip to Floridathis summer, | was
shocked to see aman had fallen to the ground
and no one stopped to help or clear apath. All
thewhile, hiswifewasdesperatefor somehelp.
Peopl e kept going about their business, walk-
ing over the man and trying to get strollers

around the man, as he lay helpless on the
ground. | believethat small-townpeoplerealy
areout tohelponeanother, havebigheartsand
they are not afraid to show human kindness.
For theAngel whohel ped my grandmother that
day, you areablessing! What you did will not
beforgotten!
Rory Schreiber, Sublette

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. We
reserve the right to edit letters for length
and good taste. We encourage letters by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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