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from our viewpoint...

Higher driving age
saves teenage lives

The headlinewas sad, the story sadder.

A 15-year-oldgirl waskilled, her passenger, also 15,
hurt, whentheir pickup rolled on arura highway.

Thegirlswerethrownfromthetruck asitrolled. Nei-
ther was wearing a seatbelt, and it's a wonder both
weren'tkilled.

Thesegirlswere 15. Thedriver, whowaskilled, had
arestrictedlicensegoodfor drivingtoand from school
and onfarm errands.

Thewreck occurredwhentheinexperiencedriver lost
control, drifted off the pavement, then* overcorrected”
— jerked thewheel — and rolled the truck.

Police said shewasdrivingillegally, joy riding with
afriend. Teensunder 16 are not supposed to have any-
onewiththem except an adult or arelative.

None of that matters much now to agrieving family
or agrieving town. A child has been lost, and nothing
will bring her back.

Wecan saveothers.

Kansas needsto changeitsdriver licensing laws.

Kids14and 15don’'t needtodrive. Itisn’'t safe. Too
many of them arekilled every year.

They don't need to drive to school. Kansas districts
have plenty of buses.

Thedon't needtodriveonfarmerrands. That canwait
until they are 16.

The sure don’t need to be out cruising with their
friends. They’ll have plenty of timefor that later — if
they live.

M ost surrounding statesnolonger allow 14- and 15-
year-oldsto drive. All are farm states, but most have
seen thelight. We should, too.

Thelaw needsto be changed, and until itis, Kansas
police officers need to enforce the laws we have. No
morekidsdrivingto school inviolation of thelaw. No
morekidsdriving around without alicense.

The cops should stop them, give them aticket and
send these kidshome.

Beforeitistoo late.

Beforeanother onceiskilled.

Sure, thekidswon't likeit.

Some parentswill beangry.

It won'’t bethe most popular bill thissession.

Butitwill savelivesand endthissensel esslossof our
children.

Kids14 and 15 don’t need to drive. We shouldn’t let
them go out and kill themselves.

Weneedto changethislaw, thisyear, beforeonemore
child dies.—Steve Haynes
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Border guard comes to the rescue

When my mother suggested we spend a
week in the California desert near Palm
Springs, it was OK with me, but my wifesaid
shehad other plans— anything but the desert.

My daughter Nikki, from Blackfoot, |daho,
decided shecould comedownand gowithme.
Avaand | picked her up in Denver while we
weretherefor the National Newspaper Asso-
ciation convention.

The computer said it isa 14.5-hour drive
fromLamar, Colo.,tomomanddad’shomein
CasaGrande, Ariz., and that’swhat it took us
to get there — even with stops for gasand a
coupleof meals.

We |oaded Mom and Dad into the van and
headed for Indio, Calif., where we spent six
daysat thelndian PalmsIntervals.

Sightseeing fromIndioisatrip, and usually
involves driving for at least an hour to get to
whereyouaregoing. TheJoshuaTreeNational
Park isinteresting, but unlessyouareplanning
to camp there, itisalong driveto seethisun-
usual palm tree. We did a drive through the
park, and by the end of the day, we had racked
up 140 miles.

Driving to the Salton Seawas a bit shorter
— morelikea60-mileround trip.

The nearest wine country isin Temecula,

southwest of Indio. That wasanother wildtrip,
butwedidgettovisitthreewineriesandbring
back afew bottlesof decent wine.

Gaspricesgaveusalumpinour throat, with
themedium-gradeunl eaded that my wife'svan
takes going as high as $2.39 a gallon. It
dropped back to $2.05 a gallon when we re-
turned to Arizona.

Aswe left Thursday, Nikki volunteered to
drive, and after al thedriving | had been do-
ing, it wasfinewithme.

We were driving south of Indio to reach El
CentroandI-8whensuddenly | heardastrange
sound out of theleft rear, and Nikki and | both
realizeditwasablowntire. Shedidagoodjob
of getting across the highway and off on the
shoulder.

Unpacking the van, we found the jack and
lugwrench, but thebook saidthesparetirewas
upunder theleft, andtherewasarel easeinthe
floor. Unfortunately that was where Ava’'s

handicap hoist for her scooter wasboltedtothe
van floor, and we did not have awrench.

| hiked downthehighway tofind out where
wewerewhile Nikki called 911 for help. The
dispatcher kept asking if she knew where we
were, but Nikki could only tell her we were
outsideof Westmoreland, whichwasabout 15
milesahead.

| found the41 milemarker and headed back
tothevan. A car and asemi tractor stopped to
seeif | needed aride, but neither of them had
any tools.

When| got back, awhitecar pulleduponthe
sideand it had agovernment plate. It was Of -
ficer Vasguez of the Border Patrol. Heand his
K-9 partner Rek had cometo the rescue— he
had a socket set and pliersto unbolt the hoist
sowe could lower the sparetire.

We managed to get it out, but we ended up
buying two new tireswhen we limped into El
Centro.

It wasamazing that in al that theice cream
wehadinthecooler didnot melt, but therewere
moments when | thought we were while try-
ing to get that tire out. We may have to think
about adifferentway tocarry aspare, or atleast
haveasocket set and wrenchinthevanfor the
next time.

The world 1s what we eat

Themovie" TheDayAfter Tomorrow” gives
people a Technicolor take on the havoc that
global climate change might wreak.

DespitePresident Bush' sreassurancestothe
contrary, thegrowing consensusamong scien-
tistsisthat theproblemisreal. Nolesssober a
source than the Pentagon recently made pre-
dictionsrivalingthemovie's.

No one can say when, where and how glo-
bal warmingwill actually play out. That makes
it even scarier. With this uncertainty, “better
safethan sorry” seemsthe best prescription.

Sowhat canyouand | do?

We can push policy changes. We can drive
lessand practiceother formsof conservation.
Andwecan consider other wayswespend our
money — in particular, what kinds of food we
buy.

There are two strategies for lessening the
atmosphere’ sload of the heat-trapping green-
house gas carbon dioxide. Oneisto emit less
of it. Theother istoreducewnhat’ salready there
by suckingit out of theair and storingit some-
whereelse, suchasinthesoil. Certainkindsof
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farming — and shopping — can do both.
Poundfor pound, growingfood organically
emits less carbon dioxide than the methods
most commonly used to grow food today.
Conventional agricultureuseslargeamounts
of synthetic, fossil-fuel-based nitrogen fertil -
izer, and its production and use account for as
much as athird of agriculture's carbon diox-
ide emissions. Organic farms don’t use syn-
thetic nitrogen, relying instead on crop resi-
dues and manure for fertility. What’'s more,
Rodale Institute studies show that this recy-
cling of organic matter back into the soil can
increasethe amount of carbon stored there.
Soorganicfarmingtakestheprizeintoday’s
agriculture for addressing the problem of
mounting carbon dioxide levelsin our atmo-
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sphere. And organic has an added benefit: It
doesn’t poison our soil andwater withthesyn-
thetic pesticides so widely used in conven-
tional farming.

Growing food, however, is only half the
battle. Getting it to thetableal so putsout alot
of carbon dioxide. Food in the United States
typicaly travels1,500 milesbeforelanding on
thedinner plate. Thefood industry isthelarg-
est user of freight transportation in the coun-
try. Buying more locally grown food would
reduce those miles, keeping more fossil-fuel
carboninthetank and out of the sky.

Local foodsmight seemhardtofind at first,
but there’' sno better way of increasing supply
than to make demand felt. And demand is al-
ready growing. The number of farmers and
customersat farmers, marketsand other direct
salesoutletsisup 20 percent annually over the
past decade. Web sites like |ocalharvest.org,
csacenter.org and eatwel lguide.org are good
placesto start looking for local sources.

Buying organic and local food is a nearly
unbeatable combination. Home gardening is
another option, and is also a great source of
exercise— without thegym fees.

If you' re concerned about global warming,
you can— and should— expressthat concern
to your elected representatives, and get them
tostart applyingyour tax money tokeepingthe
worst-case climate change scenarios in the
movies. Meantime, you can send amore im-
mediatesignal intheway you buy — or grow
— your food each week.

Wlie Harrisis a Food and Society Policy
Fellow, funded by the WK. Kellogg Founda-
tion. Herancheswith hisfamilyin north-cen-
tral Texas. Harrisis a member of the Land
Institute’'sPrairie Writers Circle, Salina.
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