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from our viewpoint...

Debates may not
change many minds

Thepresidential debatesthisyear sofar havebeentense. You
can see the pressure in the performance of both President
George Bush and challenger John Kerry.

Thefinaléintheseriesisset for Wednesday night fromAri-
zona State University, and is supposed to be on domestic is-
sues. | amsuretherewill besevera mentionsof thewarinlirag
workedinby both sides. That seemedto bethebigtopicof both
thefirst two presidential debates, and certainly wasthetopis-
sueinthevice-presidential match.

The90-minuteshowsarefollowed by at | east half an hour of
commentary by thevariousspindoctors, andthenthepollstake
their turn. Theonesfrom Sunday indicatevery littlechangein
therace, and it remains a close contest with the election three
weeksfrom today.

Watching the debate Friday, we were interested in the dis-
cussion about thepossibility that thenext president will havea
chance to appoint a new justice to the Supreme Court. What
surprised uswasthat President Bush said hewoul d not appoint
someonewhowould makerulingsbased ontheir ownopinions.

“ Another examplewoul d betheDred Scott case,” Bushsaid,
“whichiswherejudgesyearsago said that the Constitutional -
lowed davery becauseof personal property rights. That’saper-
sonal opinion. That’snot what the Constitution says. TheCon-
stitutionof theUnited Satessayswe redl ... youknow, it doesn’t
say that. It doesn’t speak to the equality of America.

"1 would pick somebody whowoul dnot allow their personal
opinion to get in the way of the law. | would pick somebody
who would strictly interpret the Constitution of the United
States.”

In 1845, Dred Scott and hiswife Harriet filed suit for their
freedominthe St. LouisCircuit Court. After 11 years, the Su-
preme Court took up theissueand in alandmark decision, de-
clared that Scott must remain aslave.

Thecourt ruledinMarch 1857 that provisionsinthe Consti-
tution established that slaveswere personal property. Thede-
cisiondid muchto solidify the positionsof thed ave statesand
theabalitionists. It wasthree yearsafter the decision that can-
nonsbegan firing on Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, open-
ing the Civil War.

Ittook the 14thAmendment plusthe Civil Rightsmovement
of the 1960sto repeal dlavery and changetheway blackswere
treated. Thiswasoneof thefew thingsthefoundingfathersgot
wrong in the Constitution over 200 years ago. Human rights
have come along way, but President Bush iswrong to think
that the judges make decisions based sol ely on personal opin-
ions, and heshould brush up abit onthe Constitution beforehe
bringsup slavery totry to makeapoint about how judgesmake
decisions.

Webelievethedebatesareprovidingaclear divisiononsome
of themajorissues, but thereareenough pointstogivebothsides
plenty of spinroomtotry to convincethe undecided voters.

Itwill beinterestingtowatchthefinal debate, and asthecam-
paignsmoveinto thefinal days, wewill await thetabulations
with great interest.

Voter registration in Kansas closeson Monday, soif you're
not registered, doit now. —Tom Betz
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‘Room parties’ take place of Halloween

The school newsletter on afriend’skitchen
table caught my eye.

“Room partiesareschedul edto cel ebratethe
fall season on October 29,” it said.

Wouldn't that be, ah, Halloween?

“Shuh,” she hissed. “We're not allowed to
mention that word. Something about the
ACLU."

Therewill be, thenewd etter notesdryly, “no
costumesor parades.”

Nor, wesuspect, will kidsbeallowedtohave
muchfun. BlametheAmerican Civil Liberties
Union. BlameconservativeChristianswhosee
Halloween asdevil worship. Blameour tradi-
tion of religioustol erance.

Halloween, the traditional eve of All Saints
Day, does have areligiousfoundation. By leg-
end, theforces of evil werebound to be out the
night before Christiansremember God'schosen.

That'show weget theimagesof thecommer-
cia Halloween of today — witches, black cats,
wickedly leeringjack-o-lanterns—all minions
of theunderworld, forces of Satan.

It'snot that most of usbelievethat thewitch
down the block can change herself into a cat,
or that somewhere, acoven meetsthisnightto
worship hisevil name. It'sthat there'sareli-
giousconnotation to the holiday at all.

There are people who believe in the forces
of evil, and think weglorify them by having a
holiday repletewith Satanic signs.

The same school holds a*“winter seasonal

A thank you to the S

TotheEditor:

| want to thank the sponsorsof theshopping |

spree.
| amstill numbanditishardtorealizel won.

| got lots of nice things from Aten Depart- SEeme

ment Store, Wanes Carpet, Miller’sElectron-
icsand Mann’'sJewelers. And great eatsfrom
Hank’s.

| would have gone to Hitchcock, too, but |
dry land farm.

| want tothank The Goodland Star-Newsfor
holding the shopping spree. Wehad fundoing
theshopping withAnnHamiltonand Kathryn
Gurfinkel.

GladysCullum

St. Francis

where to write

steve
haynes

® along the sappa

festival,” wherekidsgather at thecity audito-
riumandsing carols, but nonetooreligiousto
cause concern. It'sasort of sanitized Christ-
mas show, minus* Oh, Holy Night.”

Atleastthekidsstill gettoshow off for their
grandparents.

Sothisistheimpasse we have cometo.

We are a country founded on the principle
of religioustolerance, but wehavecometothe
point where we can't tolerate religion in our
public life. That's not what the founding fa-
thersenvisioned.

Intheir day, tolerancemeant putting upwith
other Christiangroups, solong asthey weren't
too weird. Coloniststended to cling together
with othersof like mind, and most did not ad-
mit any other church. New EnglandwasProt-
estant, the South mostly Church of England,
and Maryland was founded as a haven for
Catholics often shunned or persecuted el se-
where.

But theprincipleof tolerancetook root, was
enshrined in the Bill of Rights and today has
grownintosomethingfar beyondwhat anyone
200 yearsago could have envisioned.
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from our
readers

® to the editor

Totheeditor:

The Goodland Star-News had an article
about an* accident” on Page 1 on Friday, Oct.
1

We are all shocked at the attitude of some
drivers. Theway somepeopledriveistheprob-
lem, not something el se.

Theword wreck is a better term than acci-
dent. An accident is something that happens
whenitisnot anyone'sfault.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail .house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767

Asayoung nation, we had no need to con-
sidertheviews, letalonetherights, of Muslims
or Jews, atheistsor unbelievers.

Today, wetake seriously everyone'srights,
and we are in danger of losing the religious
foundation of our heritage.

Neither Halloween, with its celebration of
candy, gluttony and commercial decorations,
nor thesecular Christmasisworthfightingfor.
We may not believein witches, but we don't
believein SantaClaus, either. Right?

What we need to preserve, along with the
right of eachAmericantoworshipasheor she
pleases, isour sense of morality and purpose
as a nation. And that includes our religious
heritage.

We don’t need to go back to the dayswhen
anentirestatecouldsubscribe, legally at | east,
toonechurch, or apublic school district could
berun by onereligion. Most of usdon’t want
to foist our idea of religion off on someone
else’s children. That's not such an easy thing
tohandle.

A proposal by state Board of Education
member Bill Wagnon that students should
study history of religion along with science
might be aplaceto start. Nothing ismoreim-
portant toour history than God. Nothing could
beharder to handlein public schools.

M eantime, though, couldn’t seventhgraders
wear their costumes to the “fall seasonal
party?’

noppINng Spree sponsors

Thiswreck wassomeone'sfault: Adriver ran
astopsign.

Heput everyoneindanger by hisdriving. He
killed the two children and injured two other
people. Thereisno excusefor that kind of be-
havior. He should be charged.

If the whole family was made to take &
driver’straining courseand seethegory films,
it might wakethem up. People need to change
their attitudeand habitswhiledrivingor aspas-
sengers. It would make the roads safer. Seat
beltsaretherefor apurpose.

Jack Day

Burlington, Colo.

Totheeditor

Onceagain | pick up peninhand to ask for
helptoget akidney dialysiscenter hereinBur-
lington.

They tell me we need 4-5 more people and
then we can open onein Burlington.

If you or anyoneinyour areaison dialysis
orwill soonbestartingondialysispleasehave
them contact: Helen Newbury 719-346-8150;
Marie Smith 719-346-7299; or Chuck Nestor
719-767-5365.

Werealize the weather for thewinter isfast
approaching and the hours on theroad are not
fun.

If you could contact us as soon as possible
wewould appreciateit.

Helen, Marieand Chuck

Burlington, Colo.

garfield

HEY, JON, CHECK OUT
M@ NEW DIET!

MUNCH MUNCH
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www.garfield.com
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