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Accident changes travel plans
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During a move from Florida to Colorado Springs Thursday, Oct.
7,Mindy Lee, 27, lost control of her red Dodge pickup inthe west-
bound lane of I-70 near mile marker 35 and rolled into the north
ditch. Finding only one hood impression, Trooper B.L. Wilson said
he suspected the truck only rolled once. Lee was wearing a seat
belt and escaped the wreck uninjured. She was traveling in a

caravan with her mother, Vicky White, who was driving a moving
truck. White stopped when she saw the vehicle go out of control
and stayed to help pick up the mess on the side of the road. The
pair planned to stay the night in Goodland before continuing on

to Colorado.

Photo by Kathryn Gurfinkel/The Goodland Star-News

School board votes to extend capital tax levy

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland School Board
voted |ast Thursday to extendthe4-
mill capital outlay levy for thenext
fiveyears, whichwill bringinabout
aquarter milliondollarsper year for
school building and equipment
needs.

The resolution, which appeared
on page 6 in Tuesday’s Goodland
Star-News, is similar to the one
passed in 1999, which also autho-
rized a4-mill levy for five years.
Unlessapetition signed by at least
10 percent of district votersisfiled
before Nov. 29, the resolution will
becomeeffectivein January. It will
be published in next Tuesday’s
newspaper aswell.

Money from the levy, around
$250,000 a year, will go to the
school district’s Capital Outlay
Fund and can be used only to pur-

chase, construct, maintain and fur-
nish buildingsand equipment. The
money can be used for repairs or
new construction, and buy school
busesand other equipment.

Inhisreport, Superintendent Mar-
vin Selby toldtheboardthedistrict’s
weighted enrollment had increased
because 15 more students at the
downtownlearning center had been
designated as “at-risk”, and three
more students were riding buses.
Both categories add to a district’'s
weighted enrollment. He said this
will bring the district an addition
$8,000 this school year under the
state school finance formula.

Selby saidthebuyer of the Edson
gym, Carrol Clark of Glendale,
Ariz.,isworkingwithaninsurance
company to get a policy on the
building. Hesaidthebuyer assumes
responsibility for the insurance
once a contract is signed, and he

expects to hear from Clark some-
timetoday.

Selby saidtheRegion | X meeting
of theK ansasA ssociation of School
Boardslast Wednesday inHoxiehad
abetter format thanlast year. Hesaid
thegroupdividedintothreecommit-
teesto consider and discuss one of
three questions being addressed at
each of theregional meetings.

Thequestionswere;

» What could the association and
school officialsdotoensurethat the
Kansas State High School Activi-
tiesAssociationisresponsivewhen
schools want to cooperate on or
consolidate activity programs?

» Shoul dtheassociation consider
legislativeactionor staff assistance
to districts dealing with issues re-
lated to school building size? Re-
search showsthat school buildings
that areeithertoosmall ortoobigfor
thestudent population haveanega-

tive effect on their achievement.

» What should the association do
to respond to the Supreme Court
decision in the Montoy school fi-
nance case?

Information from the regional
meetings will be consolidated by
theassociationinareport to be pub-
lished | ater, hesaid.

In other business, the board:

 Voted unanimously to hire
Tonya Gray as the Scholar Bowl
sponsor at Grant Junior High, Kathy
Baheastheassi stant sponsor for the
high school cheerleadersandMaria
Lazo asasix-hour-a-day custodian
at Grant. The board voted to accept
theresignationof ConnieCarsonas
asix-hour custodian at Grant.

Themeeting, scheduledfor Mon-
day, wasmoved up because of Co-
lumbusDay. Thenext meetingwill
be at 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 25, at
North Elementary School.

Chamber to ask city for increase in fireworks money
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other organizationsfor larger dona-
tionsalso.

The Freedom Fest lost money
this year when money-making
events were rained out, and they
ended up $3,500in thered.

Thecity gavethe Chamber $250
thepast twoyears. Thecounty gave
$350 thisyear.

Pickman sai d hewantsto discuss
theAircraft Seal and Gasket Corp.
|ease on the Ed Wol ak building.

“1 think the commission should
look at the lease and what was
promised over ayear ago,” Pick-
mansaid. “| hopethey dobeginpro-
duction and there are employees
working there, but if they are not,
the commission should consider
ending the lease so we can find

someoneel seto bring acompany to
thecity.”

Thecity spent over half amillion
dollarslast year to get theold IGA
building at 10th and Center ready
for the aircraft parts company, but
to date no production has been
done.

Inaletter to The Goodland Star-
Newslast Friday HerbMenold, Air-
craft Seal and Gasket company
founder, said he expects to begin
productionheretheweek of Oct. 25.

The commission will consider a
resolution to approve refunding of
street improvement bonds which
could save the city about $18,000.
Pickman said the bonds are from
1995-96, and comeduein 2006 and
2007.

Another stepmay betakeninthe
drainageremediation of the Easton

property on the northeast edge of
the city. Pickman said they will
present the commission with the
price of agrassed waterway which
isthefirst part of the planto drain
the water off the Easton family’s
property.

Cost of the waterway will be
shared by the city, the Eastonsand
the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service. Thewaterway will run
along the east side of the Easton
property near EustisAvenue north
toArmory Road.

Pickman saidthat oncethewater-
way isestablished, they will create
adiversion ditch to take water off
thecity streetsand routeit through
thewaterway instead of throughthe
middleof the Easton property. The
ditchwill takewater from Cherry to
Eustis from about Eighth Street

north.

In other business, the commis-
sionwill:

* Accept alibrary contract with
Sherman County for $15,000 for
the next year.

* Get an explanation of thein-
creased assessed val uationand how
it will lower the city property tax
levy for next year.

* Hear about a Kansas League of
Municipalities regional supper in
Oberlin on Wednesday, Oct. 27, to
discussissues which are expected to
beraisedintheupcoming L egidlature.

* Hold a closed-door session to
consider negotiationsontheacqui-
sition of real property for new wa-
ter rightsand awell.

* Evaluate the city manager and
review his contract in closed ses-
sion.

County health
needs new doctor
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sioners:

» Approved buying anew motor
grader from Martin Tractor of
Colby for $143,663 with trade-in.
Public Works chief Curt Way told
the commissioners he would hope
to pay $43,000 thefirst of theyear,
and then pay the $100,000 over the
next few years. He will be asking
thefour banksin Goodland to con-
sider financingthebalance, andwill
present the information at an up-
coming meeting. Thegraderistobe
deliveredinabout 30days, and Way
saiditwill hel pkeeptheequipment
inrotation.

 Approvedthepurchaseof anail
and gas program to be added to the
assessor’ scomputer system. Asses-
sor Terry Ballard said over the past
three years, the number of oil and
gas parcels has grown from 138 to
391, anditisnow taking morethan
six weeksto put theinformationin
the computer system. Infinitec has
aprogram that will work with the
existing county computer system
and would cost about $7,800, he
said.

Ballard said he could wait until
January for theprogramsoit could
bepaidfor next year, and hewould
get a proposal from the software
company based on that plan.

Hethenaskedthecommissioners
to approve the purchase of acom-

puter to replace one of the old ones
in the assessor’s office. The com-
missioners approved the purchase
of acomputer through alocal ven-
dor at an estimated cost of $1,500.

»Heldaclosed-door sessionwith
Ballard for five minutesto discuss
apersonnel issue.

* Helda10-minutecl osed session
with County Clerk Janet Rumpel
and Crystal Wright on apersonnel
matter.

» Held afive-minute closed ses-
sion with only the three commis-
sionersin the room on apersonnel
matter.

» Commissioner Mitch Tiedere-
ported on the prairie dog control
seminar held Oct. 6, which drew
about 55 people. He also said that
thecounty’ sprairiedog committee
wants to come to the Nov. 9 com-
mission meeting.

« Building Mai ntenance Supervi-
sor William McKnight told com-
missioners he is having problems
withtheGrasshopper lawnmowing
machine. Hesaiditisa2000 model,
and there appearsto be bits of alu-
minum showing up in the hydro-
static fluid. The commissioners
asked M cK night to baby themower
through therest of this season, anc
then they will try to buy anew one
beforethe end of theyear.

» Approved claims vouchers for
thefirst half of the month totaling
$130,618.

ThreetakeEMT classwith

county, hosp
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beunderstaffed, but that they will be
better off than many of theothersin
the 22-county area.

“1 appreciateyour supportfor this
program,” Gleason said. “Many
ambulance services in the 22-
county area do not have this sup-
port, and they are struggling.”

Hesaidthe Sherman County am-

Ital help

bulance service has over 500 calls
ayear, and that the number of long
transfersisup thisyear.
Tiedeaskedif thereareany long-
term needs of the ambulance ser-
vice, and Gleason said they will
need to update the radios because
ambulance services are changing
radio frequencies in the next few
years. Hesaid it will probably cost
about $25,000for all theradios.

Annual meeting to be Tuesday
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datesmust beresidentsof Sherman
County.

The nominations are forwarded
to the county commissioners for
appointment.

kansas class

Theannual meetingisopentothe
public, Daniels said, and will pro-
vide an opportunity for people to
ask guestions about the economic
future of the county. People alsc
havethechanceto presentideasand
make suggestionsto the board.

Ifieds .

Real Estate for Sale
NEW MEXICO LAND LIQUIDA-
TION.40AC -$24,900.Absolute
steal! Private getaway adjacent
to Nat'l Forest. Survey, warranty,
deed, electric, maintained
roads. Few parcels remain, se-
cure today! Must see! Excellent
financing. Call 866-355-5263.
www.nmranches.com

Special Notice
GUN SHOW OCT. 23-24 SAT. 9-
5 SUN. 9-3 TOPEKA, KANSAS
EXPOCENTRE. OVER 400
TABLES!Hunting Season is
here! INFO: (563) 927-8176

Sporting Goods
WORLD’S LARGEST GUN
SHOW - OCTOBER 23 & 24,
Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds, Sat. 8-

6, Sun. 8-4, WANENMACHEF
PRODUCTIONS. Bring guns
sell, trade, or appraisal. Tel
friends! www.tulsaarms show
com.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5
53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING CON
TAINERS. Camlock doors witl
Perimeter seals, hardwooc
floors will support forklift
$1,850-%$2,850. 1-785-655
9430. www.chuckhenry.con
complete web listing, photos
specs, pricing.

STEEL BUILDING SALE- We’
beat any competitors bids, spe
for spec, or we’'ll send you :
check for $200. 800-973-336¢
www.premiersteel.org
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