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from our viewpoint...

Debates are over;
name calling begins

Therewas no knockout punchinthe presidential debates, and
neither George Bush or John Kerry was ableto get areal advan-
tage out of the post-debate polls.

There are two weeks left in the campaign, and it appears the
thrust of theargumentswewill listentoisBush callingKerry an
“out-of-the-mainstream liberal,” and Kerry islabeling Bush an
“out-of-the-mai nstream conservative.” Bothareusingthelabels
asthough they were somehow dirty words.

Bushbeganthe“libera” chargeinthefina debate, sayingKerry
waseven moreliberal than Ted Kennedy, the other senator from
Massachusetts. |n another answer, Bush was saying how he had
asked the Congress to pass the Medicare reform, and that even
Kennedy had supported him.

Kerry said the Bush ideato privatize Social Security isacon-
servativemovethat will cut pension benefits, andraisetheretire-
ment agefor thosewho are getting closeto retirement.

Thelabelsof Liberal and Conservative have been used in differ-
ent ways over the more than 200 years of American politics. Inthe
€l ectionssincethe beginning of the 20th century, the effort hasbeen
topaintall Democratsasliberal andall Republicansasconservative.

Reality ismuch different; there areliberalsand conservatives
inboth parties, and peoplecan beliberal ononeissueand conser-
vative on another.

TheWordNet Dictionary definesaLibera as: 1. [n] aperson
whofavorsapalitical philosophy of progressand reformand the
protectionof civil liberties. 2.[n] apersonwhofavorsaneconomic
theory of laissez-faireand self-regul ating markets. 3.[ad]] toler-
ant of change; not bound by authoritarianism, orthodoxy, or tra-
dition. 4.[adj] showing or characterized by broad-mindedness;
“abroad political stance”; “generous and broad sympathies’; “a
liberal newspaper”; “tolerant of hisopponent’sopinions.”

WordNet defines a Conservative as. 1. [n] aperson who has
conservativeideasor opinions. 2.[adj] resistanttochange. 3.[ad]]

conformingtothestandardsand conventionsof themiddleclass;

“abourgeoismentality.” 4.[adj] unimaginatively conventional;
“acolorful character in the buttoned-down, dull-gray world of
business’- Newsweek. 5.[adj] avoidingexcess, “aconservative
estimate.” 6.[adj] opposedtoliberal reforms.

There are good things on both sides of the political spectrum,
anditisimportant tothesuccessof thedemocratic government we
havethat thereare peoplewilling to belabeled asoneor theother.

Inthebattleof ideas, most peoplewill not makeadecisionbased
ononestatement or how apersonislabel ed, but that doesnot stop
either Bush or Kerry fromtrying to makethelabel beanegative
for their opponent.

Another argumentistosay that theliberal isapersonmorelikely
tothink theglassishalf full andbelieveitwill get fuller. Thecon-
servativeisapersonwhothinkstheglassishalf empty, andisafraid
itwill alwaysget worse.

Thoseareasbroad and over sweeping astheideathat all Demo-
cratsareliberal and all Republicansare conservative.

Theselabelingargumentsaregoodfor thepolitical scientistswho
try to explain why things happen and theforces of the society that
come together to make the changes. Day-to-day, though, the la-
belsarelessclear, and havelessto dowithwhat isor may happen.

They serve asideologica battering rams, and are being used
that way today, substituting name calling for substance.

In Sherman County, early voting began today, and no matter
whether you consider yourself alibera or conservative, Demo-
crat or Republican, thisisanimportant el ectionfor youtovotein
— for theman of you choice.—TomBetz
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Gas prices are out of control
t

Gaspricestoday areout of control. Theprice
of crudeoil issteadily rising and had reached
ahigh of $54.93 per gallon by Friday.

Thispriceis, of course, not absorbed by the
large oil companiesasthey pocket huge prof-
its, butitispassed onto medirectly.

| understandfuel isexpensive, and I’ mwill-
ingtopay foritinmy 30-ish-miles-per-gallon-
car, but why do peopleindifferent partsof the
county pay different pricesfor fuel ?

Recently, | drove seven hoursto visit my
family in OklahomaCity. Asl got closer, | no-
ticed that gas prices dipped steadily.

By thetimel reached|-40and M organ Road,
apopular truck stop on thewest side of Okla-
homa City, gas cost only $1.70 per gallon!

InGoodland, wewouldbelinedupatthesta-
tiontoget suchadeal. Thepriceherewas$1.99
though.

After aweekend down south, | wasshocked
when | pulled into the gas station at Haysand
saw the $2.09 per gallon they expected meto
shell out. | asked the lady behind the counter
why, and shesaid, “ gasisawaysmore expen-
sivehere”

kathryn
gurfinkel

®commentary

So why does 500 miles make such adiffer-
ence? Who is pocketing those extra 39 cents
per gallon and why? | know it can’t cost that
muchtodeliver thegasto Goodland, sowhat’s
up?

WEe' veall heardonthenewsthat gasishigher
inCalifornia, butwhy?Who setstheseprices?

| did some research and found out Kansas
has a gas tax of 25 cents per gallon, that's
topped off by the 18.4 cents per galloninfed-
eral taxes. Comparethat number tothe14 cents
per gallon Oklahomachargesconsumers, and
youwonder why wedon't all movesouth. The
highest statefor gastaxisWisconsin, at 27.75
cents tax per gallon. Colorado ranks pretty
high, with 22 centsper gallon, whileNebraska
wantsafull 25.5 centsper gallon.

Thetaxeshelp to makethe pricedifference

make more sense, but 1ook at Wichitaor Kan-
sas City: they havethe sametax, but gas costs
less. Gasin Kansas City on Friday wasaslow
as$1.99 per gallon.

Maybeit’sjust thetiming that doesn’t make
usoutraged at gasprices. Weall expect to pay
more over holiday weekends, but isthere re-
alylessgas?Couldn’tthegasstationsget big-
ger suppliesto preparefor therush and charge
usthe sameprice?

The increase a so has been spread out over
several months. When the numbers are com-
pared, however, oneyear agowewerepayingan
averageof $1.46 centsper gallonacrossK ansas.

Ifit'swar, Nigerianrebel attacksor hurricane
IvaninMexico, wecan'tdomuchaboutit. But
| suspect the trend i s bigger than those things
and we need long-term sol utions.

We should all just give up on gasoline and
gotohybridcars, half gashalf electric. Or bet-
ter yet, wecan each buy ashiny new hydrogen
car ... weren't we promised one of thoseafew
yearsago ... or hasn’t that come out yet?

Kansas City gas prices and Kansastax fig-
uresfromwww.KCgasprices.com.

Top 10 (bad) excuses for not voting

By DianaJ. Wynne

The Christian Science Monitor |

What do the Maltese, the Uzbeks, and the
Cambodians havein common?

Inthe 1990s, they voted at nearly twicethe [==- s

rateof Americans. Inasurvey of voter turnout
in 163 countries, the United States came in
140th.

AccordingtotheFederal Election Commis-
sion, out of 205 millioneligiblevotersin 2000,
156 million wereregistered but only 105 mil-
lionactually castaballot. If thesamehol dstrue
thisyear, 100 millionAmericansmight not get
tothepolls— unlessthey overcomewhatever
is holding them back. Since people of all po-
litical stripes agree thisisacrucial election,
why don’'t moreAmericansvote?

 They' reintimidated by long ball ots. Many
peopledon’trealizethey don’t haveto answer
every gquestion. They canvotefor asinglecan-
didate and leavetherest blank.

* They'rebusy. Noonelikestowaitinline.
But perhapsthey don’t know that many states
allow early voting, including onweekends. In
lowa and Arizona, polls are already open.
Some Floridacountiesopen Oct. 18.

« They don't realizethey can vote absentee,
which allows more time to read the ballot at
home.

* They don’'t come from a voting family.

from other
pens

® commentary

Susan Clark of the Easy Voter Guidein Cali-
forniacitesthisasapredictor of whether adults
vote. If your parentsdidn’t vote, you probably
don'tthink it'simportant either. (Sotakeyour
kidstothepollswithyou!)

*They’ reafraid of being calledfor jury duty
if they register. Thisis based on amyth. Jury
listsin most states are taken from driver’sli-
censerecords, not voter lists.

» They don't realizethey canask for aballot
in atheir language. In most states, voters can
bringafriendor family member alongtotrans-
late.

* They're afraid of discrimination. The
legacy of Jim Crow runs deep for African-
American voters, especialy inthe South. No
oneisallowed to ask avoter to pass atest at
the polling place. Thisright washard-earned.
We all need to take responsibility to ensure
accessfor al eligiblevoterson Election Day.

* They come from a country where voting
against an incumbent had negative conse-
guences. In Latin American countriesrun by
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military juntas, voting for an opposition can-
didate might have brought danger to the fam:-
ily. Many new citizensdon’'t believetheir bal-
lots are secret. They’re fearful, so they stay
home. (Paradoxically, inthe 1990s, citi zensof
Paraguay and El Salvador still voted in higher
percentagesthan Americans.)

« They comefromacountry wherevoting hac
no consequences. Friendsfrom Chinareminc
methat they votefor mayorsandlocal officials.
Theyjustdon’thavealot of choices. Thissame
complaintisvoicedby many Americans—"1'c
vote, but | don’tlikethecandidates.” Unfortu-
nately, the timeto resolve thisis not Novem:-
ber.

After 2000, no one can claim that asingle
vote can't change the outcome. L essthan 600
votes in Florida sent George W. Bush to the
White House. Everything indicates this elec-
tionisgoing to be close, and once again, may
bedecidedin Florida.

*Maybethey just don'tlikebeing pressured.
And who can blame them?When wasthe | ast
time anyone cared this much about hurricane
victimsin Tampa or freshmen at Ohio State?
Sodon’tlecture. Listentowhat peoplesay, anc
let them know their opinions matter.

If youwant friendsand neighborstovote, just
ask them. Offer to discussthe ball ot pamphl et
together or gowith themto the polling place.

Most states have registration deadlines in
early October, but some — such as Idaho,
Maine, Minnesota, New Hampshire, Wyo-
ming, and parts of Wisconsin — allow regis-
tration upto Election Day.

This year, every vote counts. Make sure
yoursdoes, too.

Diana J. Wynneisawriter and producer of
multimedia content for The Christian Science
Monitor. Shewroteand produced” Joycetothe

kansas.com>. World,” a documentary celebrating
Bloomsday and the passionate readers of
James Joyce's” Ulysses.”
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