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from our viewpoint...

| ease decision sets
reasonable deadline

Nothing will be more welcome than seeing people go-
ingtowork intheEdWolak building next week whenAir-
craft Seal and Gasket Corp. isset to begintraining employ-
eesand finally beginning some actua production.

It has been morethan ayear sincethe project began, bit
therearemany peoplewho believethisisagood plant that
hashad arocky start.

It wasreasonablefor thecity commissiontodiscussthe
statusof theaircraft partscompany at Monday’ smeeting.
We feel the commissioners were being reasonable when
they set adeadlineof thefirst meetingin December tore-
view thecity’slease onthebuilding.

Actions, or thelack of action, by Aircraft Seal and Gas-
ket hasbeenfrustrating aspromised productiondateshave
slipped by, and the lack of activity becameasore point.

When founder and President Herb Menold first came
to Goodland with Roy Dixon last September, they were
honest in saying that it would take $800,000 to bring the
company to thiscity. A plan to pool investmentsto help
raisethat money didnot materialize, at nofault of Menold,
and he had to seek money somewhere el se.

Ashehasstruggledtoget thisoperation upandrunning,
hehasbeenworkingwith Sedgwick County aswell toopen
a 15,000-square-foot facility in Wichita. In December,
Sedgwick County granted Aircraft Seal and Gasket Corp.
aforgivableloanto help opentheWichitafacility.

When thefirmtold Goodland officialslast year that the
building had to beready in six weeks, everyone cameto-
gether to seeit wasdoneasquickly aspossible. Theeffort
demonstrated the strength of this community to make
things happen.

Questions remain about why the project did not move
ahead as expected, but all of that will be forgotten if the
training, which isbeing financed n part by $50,000 from
theKansasDepartment of Commerce, beginsandtheplant
hiresthe expected 30 people.

No matter what happens, the experience of thelast year
should not be lost on the people of Goodland. There are
other companies out therelooking for aplaceto relocate
to, but they will be asking for incentivesto come here.

To bein the game for recruiting small manufacturing
companies we need to develop a venture capital group
whichlegally can providemoney to hel pthesebusinesses
get up and running.

The plan last year was a bust, but the idea of aventure
capital programwasright ontarget. Thereisnotimelike
the present to begin organizing and developing aplan for
this.

Many cities, includingWichita, havesuch programsand
are using them to help both new and existing businesses
expand and rel ocate.

Wehavetheindustrial park, now weneed aventurecapi-
tal programto helpfill it. — TomBetz
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opinion

YoU MEAN
REGARDING
EVILUTIOND

I don’t know about you, but I’ m thinking
about the votethat i sfast approaching.

| consider it aright and a privilegeto vote,
but I have momentswhen | consider not vot-
ing because I’'m truly not asinformed as |
should be.

Then | wonder if anyone istruly informed
enough. It isso hard not to react emotionally
toall themud-dinging.

The Bible seems to say that |eaders are
picked by God and that we should respect and
follow their leading. Somehow that helps me
trust the outcome of each American election.

If God isguiding the voters, then the coun-
try isin good hands.

But leaders haveto listen to God in every
decision they make, or God can change His/
Her mind.

One good thing about an electionisthere-
lief wefeel whenit'sover.

The campai gning becomes so constant and
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degrading that our soulsbecomeweary.

Things picked out of context, even facial
expressionsof the candidates, areinterpreted
by reporterswhoarejust out for astory — any
story. And| hesitateto even mentionthecosts
— both financially and emotionally for the
country.

So today I'd like to offer some quotes that
might sustainyouthroughtheselast few weeks
beforeyouvote:

“It wasabsolutely horrible how truth could
berearranged tojustify one’sown behavior.”
FromIdeof Palmsby DorotheaBenton Frank.

Itis“perversetoimaginethat our enemies

about the election?

can do us more harm than we do to oursel ves
by hatingthem, or that by persecuting another
(person) we can damagehim (or her) morefa-
tally thanwedamageour ownheartsinthepro-
cess.” From Confessions by St. Augustine.
(Parenthesis- mine).

“Every passing minuteisachancetoturnit
al around.” From VanillaSky — amovie.

“Timedoesn't mitigateaninjury; itonly al-
lowsonetooverlookit.” FromDa—amovie.

“Thefriend of my enemy, heismy enemy;
Theenemy of my friend, heismy enemy;

But the enemy of my enemy, he is my
friend.” OldAzeri Proverb— FromEchoPla-
toon by Richard Marcinko & John Weisman.

Don't forget to vote.

God can guide your hand as you mark the
ballot.

Hopefully, thewinnerswill begracious, the
losers cooperative, and we can all get back tc
being friendsagain.

Rhetoric about draft is not being realistic

Both the Democrat and Republican
presidental camapigns are using the fear of a
military draft toinfluencethe18to24-yearold
vote, which isjust another exercise in mean-
inglesspolitical rhetoric.

The Democrats claim re-electing President
GeorgeBushwill createa” great potential of a
draft,” whileBushistelling peoplethebest way
toavoid amilitary draft isto votefor him.

The bottom lineis the President, whoever
that might bein thefuture, cannot promise he
or shewill not authorizeadraft. Theworldsitu-
ation is simply too uncertain to make such a
promise.

Thefear thetwo parties seem to be catering
toisthat adraftwill beinitiated and six months
fromnow thousandsof thenation’syouthwill
end up astargetsin Irag while politiciansin
Washington dictate the rules of engagement.

People should realize thiswill not happen.
Even though adraft implementation plan ex-
ists, it would take at least asix monthsfor the
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detailsto be worked out, like what age group
tocall up, will itincludewomen, what branch
of the servicewill they go into and what will
theexemptionsbe.

It would take another six monthsor moreto
put the system in place, including the all im-
portant bureaucracy. Themilitary would need
that time to prepare the military enlistment
processing stationsaround the country for the
increased workload in testing, physicals and
administrative requirements.

It would be at least ayear before ayoung
persongetshisor her “ greeting” fromthePresi-
dent and then, at the earliest, three to four

weeksbefore he or she hastoreport.

Thosewho are accepted for service, even if
they ship out immediately, will take between
four and 12 monthsto get through their initial
training, depending on the job skill they are
assigned. If after training they are assignec
straightinto atheater of operations, it will take
at least an extra month of preparation before
they “board theplane.”

The bottom lineisthat it will be at least 18
months after the president callsfor adraft be-
fore any real military strength is added to the
armedforces.

Hopefully, by that timethesituationsin both
Iraq and Afganistan will have become non-
hostile.

If adraftisauthorized, it meansthenational
|eadership expectsthe country to beinvolvec
inhostilitiessomewhereintheworldtwoyears
fromthen.

That issomething no Presidential candidate
isgoingtotell thevoters.

Election important to determine future

TotheEditor:

The presidential election thiscoming Nov.
2 will be by far the most important endeavor
we can become part of for the future of our
nation. The outcome of this election will de-
cidewhether our country will follow and trod
along the same path in which it has stumbled
forthepast 31/2years, or returntoaset of core
domestic and foreign policy valuesthat have
been at the heart of what has made this coun-
try great.

Now more than ever, we, the people of
America, will have to make cool judgments,
not influenced by habits of the past. Expert
opinionsshow that wetend to vote as our par-
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— that you love — is being taken apart piece
by piece by asmall group of extreme ideolo-
giesintheWhite House.

Many people are concerned about our pre-
ciousindividual freedoms, our privacy, the
basis of our democracy, and justly so. Of
course, we must fight terrorism, but have we
goneoverboardindoing so?Wecanonly won-

future being labeled either very rich or very
poor.

| am convinced John Kerry appealsto a
broad crosssection of America. Hehastheright
mix of government experience and has stooc
in the jungles of Vietnam. He knows what it
means. Hegetsit. Hehasabal anced approach
to jobs, national defense, the environment,
health careand more. Heisintelligent, articu-
lateand sincere.

Sen. Kerry, in whom | am willing to place
my trust, has shown that heiscourageous, so-
ber, competent and concernedwithfightingthe
dangers associated with the widening socio-
economicgapinthiscountry. | will vatefor him

entsdid or aswe*“awayshave.” Weremained der. enthusiastically.
loyal to party labels. Thisisatimewhenwe  The Republican leaders of today arenot ~ Lacy Carson
must break from the past to move onintothe solely accountable for American jobsbeing ~ Goodland
futurebecausewe cannot affordthat luxury in  lost, but they encourageit because of their tax
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