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Family needs money for multi-organ transplant

MONEY, from Page 1

school and now needsanew stom-
ach, pancreasandsmall intestine. If
the money israised so he can have
thesurgery, VonnaBasgall said, his
mother will have to quit her job at
Adams, Brown, Beran and Ball to
bewith himinthehospital in Pitts-
burgh, leaving atwo-income fam-
ily with one paycheck.

With pseudo-obstruction, the
contractions of the intestines be-
come altered and inefficient, and
thedigestivetract behavesasifitis
blocked.

Themaost common symptomsare
nausea, vomiting, abdominal bl oat-
ing, pain and constipation. Jarett
hasbeen unableto absorb nutrients
from thefood he eats, an articlein
the Sunday issueof TheHaysDaily
News, said, and since 2000, he has
subsisted on nutrients delivered
through a catheter implanted in a
vein.

“He's had multiple blood infec-
tions that have been life-threaten-
ing,” hismother said.

Besidestheinfections, the feed-
ing systemhascaused damagetohis
liver. Two weeks ago, the article
said, surgeons at the University of
Kansas Medical Center removed
hissmall intestineto savehislife.

Following the surgery, Vonna
said, heisinreally bad shapeonthe
inside. He was able to go home
Wednesday, Sharonsaid, andisglad
tobeback infamiliar surroundings.

“He’s doing really good,” she
said. “He'saninspiration.”

He'snot eating anything, though,
and sincethesurgery, heisonaco-
|ostomy bag — though never com-
fortable, it is even more of ahard-
shipfor him.

He'sbecomeallergictothetape,
hisgrandmother said; when hehad
thebag after aprevioussurgery, his
skinwouldseepanditcameoff. The
doctorshaven't been abletofind a
way to keepit on.

And he's living on borrowed
time. A couple of yearsago, Vonna
said, thedoctorssaidhemight have
only two yearsto live. If hehadn’t
had emergency surgery, shesaid, he

wouldn’t behere.

Jarett had ablockage, Vonnasaid,
and doctors removed most of his
small intestineand hisgall bladder.
Whenthey took himtothehospital,
she said, they didn’t think he'd
make it until Monday, Oct. 4, the
day he had surgery.

Now heneedsthreeorganstrans-
planted tokeepliving, but hisfam-
ily hasto rai se some money to pay
for it before he can have a chance.
Hisfamily hastwo insurance poli-
cies, Vonna said, but one won’t
cover any of the operation ex-
penses, and the other will pay only
part.

The University of Pittsburgh
Medical Center won't put Jarett on
the transplant list until $200,000,
beyondwhat theinsurancewill pay,
hasbeen rai sed toward hismedical
expenses.

That worries his grandmother.
Oneboy inFloridaneeded anopera-
tion, shesaid, and peoplewererais-
ing money. By thetimethey got it,
he died. She can only hope the
money comes in faster for her

Candidate confident of ability
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In 1998, hebecameacorrections
andtransport officer at theKit Car-
son Correctional Facility for about
ayear.

McCool then worked for Cook
Truckingin Colby beforegetting a
jobwith Schwan SalesEnterprises.
However, after about three months
he injured his knee, which took
nearly ayear heal. After that he
worked as an over-the-road driver
for a couple of companies before
gettingajobwith Bursch Trucking,
headquartered in Bird City, last
May.

McCool is a 1974 graduate of
Fort Gibson High School in Okla-
homa, whereheplayedfootball and
was on the track and field team. In
April 1973, hejoinedthe120th En-
gineer Battalion of the Oklahoma
Army National Guard. McCool

went to basic training at Fort
LeonardWood, Mo., wherehealso
wastrained asacombat engineer.

After six years, hetransferred to
the OklahomaAir Nationa Guard,
assigned to the Weapons Security
Flight in Tulsa, where he served
about ayear beforereturningtothe
120th Engineer Battalionasacom-
pany motor sergeant.

Avyear later, hetransferred to the
Army Reserve’'s 179th Training
Regiment of the 95th Division
(Training), wherehebecameadrill
sergeant and later asenior drill ser-
geant. He was named “Drill Ser-
geant of theCycle” at Fort Leonard
Wood during hisannual trainingin
1986.

IN1992, after hemoved to Good-
land, McCool transferred to De-
tachment 1 of the 170th Mainte-
nance Company here, firstasame-
chanic in the motor pool and later

astheunit’snuclear, biological and
chemical noncommissioned of -
ficer. McCool retired as a sergeant
firstclassin 1998 after 25yearsser-
vice.

McCool married his wife
Kristinein1989inFort Smith, Ark.
Shehasworkedfor Nor’ west Press
in Goodland since May. The
McCools have a son, John Jr., or
“J.P”, aseventh-grader at Grant
Junior High and a member of the
Mustang football team. Other fam-
ilyinGoodlandincludesKristine's
grandmother, Alice Tipton.

InJuly, McCool becamethecom-
mander of Goodland’s American
L egion Post.

“1 have made Goodland my
home,” McCool said, “and thisis
how | want to serve my friends,
neighbors and all the people of
Sherman County, residents and
visitorsalike.”

Undersheriff believes he 1s best
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wheninmatescan pay, they should,
instead of the county carrying that
burden.

Buttssaidhewouldliketostarta
program to educate the county’s
senior citizenson scamsand confi-
dencegamestargeted agai nst them.
OnWednesday, Buttswill talk tothe
residents of Wheatridge Acres
about what they can do to protect
themselvesfrom scam artists.

Oneof thegoalsButtswanted to
accomplish as sheriff wasto set up
aNeighborhoodWatch programfor
theentirecounty, but hehasal ready
started on that task. Earlier this
week, deputies, workingwithmem-
bersof Goodland' sWatch program,
put up signsin Edson, Ruleton and
Kanorado, Butts said there are
plans to put some up in Goodland
inthenear future.

Buttssaid hewantstoestablishan
Explorer Scout program through
which students can “shadow” law
enforcement officers and see what
goeson during an officer’sday.

“Thisisagreat way for our youth
toappreciatewhat law enforcement
officersdo,” Buttssaid, “ and open
the lines of communication be-
tweenthem.”

Buttssaid hischoicefor undersh-
eriff, if heis elected, is Deputy
Roger Studer. Butts said he has
worked with Studer for 10 years,
and Studer hasexperienceinall as-
pectsof the department. He served
hasasaSherman County deputy off
andonsinceAugust 1989, and con-
tinuously since October 1994.

“| plan to assemble a part-time
deputy unit,” said Buitts. “ These of -
ficers will be trained through the
KansasL aw Enforcement Center and
will be fully capable of performing

matters of record

thesamedutiesasfull-timeofficers.”

He said these deputies will help
out whenextramanpower isneeded
andwill allow thesheriff’sofficeto
patrol outlying areas of the county,
suchasKanorado and Edson, more
frequently.

Butts was born and raised in
Goodland. He earned his high
school equivalency diplomain
1984 through Colby Community
College, taking night coursesthere
and at the downtown learning cen-
ter here. He married hiswife Cyn-
thiain January 1990. They havetwo
children, Shawnie, 14, ahighschool
freshman and a member of the
Cowgirls volleyball C team, and
Brock, 5, afirst grader at West El-
ementary.

“1 want everyone to realize that
my door isalwaysopen,” Buttssaid,
“and | want them to feel free about
callingme.”

District Traffic

Thefollowingfineswerepaidin
the Sherman County District Court:

Oct.1— JohnathanA. Baca, 16,
Cincinnati, Ohiowasfined $225for
speeding and $120 for no license.

Aaron T. Caffrey, 18, Hutchin-
son, wasfined $150 for speeding.

Joseph W. Grant, 21, Durango,
Colo. wasfined$120for nolicense.

Blake A. Amberger, 39, Colby,
wasfined $177 for speeding.

AbdallaO. S&fi, 41, Denver, was
fined $120for speeding.

Sarah B. Biffar, 31, St. Louis,
Mo. wasfined $138 for speeding.

JoshuaA. Shores, 30, Baltimore,
Md. wasfined $150 for speeding.

Oct. 4 —Vernie J. Burns, 44,
Rineyville, Ky. wasfined $106 for
over weight limits on wheels and
axles.

James A. Hayes, 19, Fort Mor-
gan, Colo. was fined $144 for
speeding and $10 for no seat belt.

Guadalupe D. Martinez, 51,
Terrell, Texas was fined $204 for
speeding.

Chad D. Mathis, 38, Hanover,
wasfined $86 for over weight lim-
itsonwheelsand axles.

Kristie M. Sommer, 26, Culver
City, Calif. was fined $138 for
speeding.

Robert Z. Barry, 57, Glendale,
Colo. was fined $90 for speeding
and $10for no seat belt.

Paul J. Colantvono, 39, Aurora,
Colo. wasfined $138 for speeding.

Salvador Del_una, 34, LosAnge-
les, Calif. wasfined $138for speed-
ing and $20 for no child restraint.

Shannon S. Wingate, 27, Royse
City, Texas was fined $195 for
speeding.

James M. Oliver, 21, Lincoln,
Calif. wasfined $138for speeding.

Roger L. Johns, 52, Broomfield,
Colo. wasfined $150for speeding.

KevinE. Dizmang, 45, Colorado
Springs, wasfined $150 for speed-
ing.

grandson.

Jarett has had a lot of support,
Sharon said, adding that sheiscon-
fidentthemoney will beraised. It’s
amatter of strengthinnumbers, she
said; every dollar isgoing to make
adifference.

The family has help from the
Children’sOrgan Transplant Asso-
ciation and Sharon Basgall’s co-
workers at the Hays accounting
firmto raisethe money.

Thefamily appeal ed to the asso-
ciation, basedinBloomington, Ind.,
for help. Thenon-profitassociation
organizesfund raisersfor children
who need organ transplants. Tax-
deductibledonationscanbemailed
to the group at 2501 COTA Drive,
Bloomington, Ind. 47403, payable
to“COTAfor Jarett B.” Credit card
donations are accepted on-line at
www.cota.org. On the site, at pa-
tient campaigns, there isinforma-
tion about hisillness, Sharon said,
and his condition will be updated.
On patient campaigns, go to page
four and find Jarett’s page.

Volunteers are needed to help
with the fund-raising campaign,
and anyone interested can call the
campaign manager, Dave Herl, at
785-625-8396.

Herl is working on a mailing

campaign, and canisters are being
set out in Hays businesses. Hays
dentist Jeffrey Lowe, LifetimeDen-
tal Care, 2701 Sternberg Dr., isof-
feringteeth-whitening servicesata
reduced fee of $200, with all the
proceeds being donated to the
“COTA for Jarett B.” fund.

Lowesaidinorder toget thedis-
count, people who call for an ap-
pointment need to mention Jarett’s
fund.

Jarett haslived with alot of pain
because of the disease and has
missed out on having a “regular”
life. Hehasoftenbeenunableto at-
tend school, so he took an equiva-
lency examayear agotoget hishigh
school diploma.

“After | get healthy, I’ mplanning
togotocollege,” hesaid, asquoted
in the Hays article, “but | don’t
know what | want to study yet.”

Healsowantstoenjoy thesimple
pleasures of life, such as playing
video games, watching movies,
cooking and riding motorcycles
with hisfather.

Inthelastyear, Vonnasaid, hehas
been in the hospital more than he
hasbeenat home; hehasbeeninand
out most of hislife.

Jarett’s physician, Dr. Paul
Hyman, in Kansas City, apediatric

gastroenterol ogist, diagnosed him
with the disease when he was 7.
Thereareabout 1,000 children anc
adolescents with pseudo-obstruc-
tion in the United States today,
Hyman said, and athird die before
their first birthday.

One reason the death rate is so
high among infants, he said, isthat
it is often misdiagnosed, and the
babi es endure multiple operations
looking for the obstruction rather
than receiving treatment.

Also, infants are more suscep-
tibleto deadly infections, and they
needtotripletheir birthweight dur-
ingtheir first year of life.

But Jarett wasdifferent, thedoc-
tor said; hehad symptomsthat were
not sointensein the beginning, but
got worse later.

Andnow heisfightingfor hislife.

“Itisaraceagainst theclock be-
causeheneedsanorgantransplant,”
Hyman said. “1f he doesn’t get an
organ transplant, hewill die.”

Hyman said doctorsat Pittsburgh
say the five-year survival rate for
patients who have the transplant
Jarett needsis 80 percent.

“Truly, we've all seen miracles
for people who've had the trans-
plants,” hesaid.

Lease decision delayed six weeks
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and then to five days. Thereareto
be three from Goodland and three
from Wichitain the first training
group. They areto beginproducing
for delivery of a special airplane
part.

“1 asked about thecancel edinsur-
ance on the building, and Dixon
said they wereworking onthat and
hopeto haveit handled soon.”

“What options do we have?”
Commissioner Dean Blumeasked.

“Youhavetheoptiontoterminate
thelease,” Pickman replied.

“Theleasestates 15 employees,”
Commissioner JImMull said. “Was
there any specific timewhen there
weresupposed tobe 15 peopleem-
ployed.”

“That isfor theentiretimeof the
lease,” Pickman said.

“1 think we have been morethan
fair to get this going,” Mull said.
“Wehaveanattractivebuildingand
maybe we need to try to attract
someoneelse.

“| feel we need to look hard at
ending thelease.”

“1 agree,” Blumesaid.

“1 believethey havebeentrying,”
Commissioner Rick Billinger said,
pointing out that the company had
not beenabletogetthelocal invest-
ment it had plannedon. “ Atthefirst
meeting, Herb Menold (founder
and president of the firm) said it
would take $800,000 to get the
company here, and | don’t believe
that has happened.

“1 dounderstanditisnot happen-
ing asfast asexpected, but | am not
eager tokick them out. Weknew up
frontit wasalittlerisky when Me-
noldsaid heneeded helptoget here.

“l amnot sureweareat atimeto
draw alineinthesand. Thereisalot
of stuff inthere, and | hopethey do
get thingsgoing.”

“| talked to Randy Schoenthaler
today,” Commissioner JohnGarcia
said. Schoenthaleriswith People’s
State Bank, which hasloaned Air-
craft Seal and Gasket some money
over the past year to help get the

FIXTURE AND INVENTORY

AUCTION
Tuesday, October 26, 2004

Time: 10 a.m. CT (Doors open at 8 a.m. day of sale)
Auction Location: McKee Heating & A/C, 895 W. Country Club Drive, Colby, Kan.

Auctioneer Note: McKee is offering excess fixtures, tools, equipment and inventory from the former
Surmeier Plumbing Business. If anyone wants to preview items before sale please contact TNT Auction
at 460-0050 or Tim McKee at 462-3132.

Jones Auction
Goodland, Colby and Jennings
and
Homeland Real Estate
of Goodland LLC

INVENTORY: Stool repair kits, shower kits, new and
used hot water heaters, garbage disposal, spa
chemicals, galvanized fittings - 1/2’-2’, black pipe
fittings - 1/2’-2’, assorted sizes of registers, double
wall vent pipe all sizes, pipe flanges, Yellow Jacket
Recover system, pipe wrenches, all sizes of hand
valves, small acetylene torches, small auger ma-
chine, block andtackle pulleys, assorted duct boots
-4'-8’, lots of insulation tubes, assorted roof flash-
ing, several zone dampers, assorted sizes of reg-
isters, severalammo boxes, new and used outside
hydrants, brass gas shutoff valves, large assort-

TNTX\:(:TION

Check our web site for late additions and details about
our upcoming auctions: Www.tntjonesauction.com

Lunch will be served

Model #C112

ment of new and used heating/AC parts

TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT: Catepillar T30D fork-
lift, Drafting table, Peck Stowe and Wilcox 8’ Brake
Model #1002, Roper Whitney pipe bender Model
#662E, Ridgid 300 pipe cutter, 5 hp Coleman air
compressor, 3’ sheet metal brake, 3’ sheet metal
roller, (2) Torna 765 Rotary hammerdrill, Hilti TE 60
Rotary hammer drill, Spectroline Model #CC-120A
Leak detector, CFM balancing tester for duct work,
DeWalt Laser transit - 2 years old, Wissota Bench
grinder Model #33, Central 5 speed HD Drill press

VEHICLES: 1978 Chevroletdump truck; 1976 C-60
GMCtruck; 1992 Chevrolet Luminalight brown mini
vanAC, PL, PW, AM/FM cassette radio

Terms of Sale: Driver License required. Cash or
negotiable check day of sale. No Exceptions. Nothing
removed until settled for. Not responsible for items
after sold. Announcements sale day take precedence
over printed material. Not responsible for accidents.

Tom Harrison, Auctioneer-Broker
(785) 443-0136 Mobile
Tom Simpson, Auctioneer
(785) 443-0137 Mobile

Bob Jones, Auctioneer
(785) 443-0138 Mobile

plant open.

“He said he understands the po-
sition the city isin,” Garciasaid.
“Heknowsthecity hasto protect the
building. He thinks the project is
aive.

“l amnot so sureitistimeto shut
thisdown. Thereareother pressures
on Menold. | would look at maybe
90 days, then we have to pursue
ending thelease.

“1 believeweshouldgiveit more
time, and maybe something will
materialize or otherswill stepin.”

“lamcertainly frustrated,” Com-
missioner Dave Daniels said, “ but
| thinkitisabit prematuretoendthe
lease. Thebuildingiscovered until
theend of theyear.

“1 think we ought to give himto
Oct. 25 or theend of theyear.”

The audience included former
city commissioner Chuck L utters,
who had been the first hire plant
manager for the aircraft gasket
company, and now works for the
city; KimHynesof KBSHTV from
Hays, and DaveWalker, 1016 Har-
rison, who worksat theKit Carson
County Correctional prisoninBur-
lington.

“Patienceisno longer avirtue,”
Walker said. “How many timeshas
he(Menold) told usthat production
would start?

“Thisman is stringing us along.
They areliarsand areeating usup.”

Walker suggested the commis-
sionerswerenot beingresponsible,
and that they would be better off if

the lease was ended and the city
look for another company to move
into the building.

Danielssaid hewouldagreewith
Walker if the city wasnot being re-
sponsible, but saidthat thecity isnot
out any money at thistime.

Walker asked about property
taxesonthebuilding.

Pickman said under thelease, the
company hasto pay taxes, andthose
areto bepaid in December.

“Weareout that money,” Walker
said.

Billinger said he disagreed, be-
cause they have not reached that
point yet.

“You do not know what you are
talking about,” Walker said.

“Wearenot any better off thanthe
alternative,” Danielsreplied.

“Wewould beacommunity say-
ingwehavean asset,” Walker said,
“andwant someonewhowill tell us
thetruth.”

“Whenall optionshave been de-
pleted, we should pull the plug,”
Danielssaid.

Billinger suggested setting atime
limit.

Blume suggested the middle of
November, and Daniels said he
thought that would be good.

Billinger suggested December
because of theend of theinsurance
and the payment of thetaxes.

“Weshouldbefair,” Danielssaid,
making the motion to table the is-
sueuntil thefirst meetinginDecem-
ber. It passed unanimously.

Internet tonight!
899-2338
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Did you Know?

It’s time to check your antifreeze.
Come in and we will check your
antifreeze protection for free.

Tune up Specials
4 Cycliner

$28.95 + parts
6 Cycliner

$49.95 + parts

$59.95 + parts

Lube, oil and filter special
includes safety inspection.

$2995 (most vehicles)
Stage Stop Sinclair

I-70 Exit 19
Goodland, Kan.

785-890-8284

Complete Auto and Truck repair
available 7 days a week. Free estimates
New and Used tires in stock
Dent Repair (Hail Damage)

V-8




