Watch puts up signs

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

“Ask anyone whose home has
been burglarized,” said Neighbor-
hood Watch Coordinator Judy
McKee. “The shock and helpless
anger ... arenot easily forgotten.”

Vanquishing that feeling, along
withthechancesof burglarsgetting
away with their crimes, motivated
McK eetoorganizeaNeighborhood
Watch program for Sherman
County.

The group has been meeting
monthly and has kept busy getting
theword out about how tokeepyour
home as safe as possible and about
what to report to the police when
yOou see something going on.

Now thegroupisputtingupsigns
towarn bad folksthat theneighbor-
hood is watching them. Tuesday,
McKee, along with Sherman
County Sheriff’s Deputy Roger
Studer and Undersheriff Kevin
Butts, put upthreesignsatthemain
entrances to Edson, two at
Kanoradoandtwoat Ruleton. They
also visited the Kanorado City
Council .

McK eesaid shewantedtobesure
peopl e understand the watch isfor
the whole county, not just
Goodland. Therewill soonbesigns
put up at Goodland, shesaid, butthe
smaller townsareimportant, too.

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Plansto ask the city and county
to help share the cost of the annual
July 4 Freedom Fest hit a bump
Monday whenthecity commission
said they had put just $500for fire-
works in the city budget for next
year.

Commissionerssaidthey saw no
way to increase that to the $2,500
the Goodland Area Chamber of
Commercewasrequesting.

Chamber board member Ken
Clouse, president of Northwest
KansasTechnical College, saidthe
group had been discussing the
event, which has been financed by
the Chamber and its members for
years.

The Chamber board hastried to
makethe event self-sufficient over
the last couple of years, but rains
wiped out fund-raising events
whichwould havepaidfor thefire-

“L ooking out for each other, pro-
viding aunited front against crime
and to put the spirit of community
back in our neighborhoods is the
primary focus,” McKeesaid. “ This
community-based program of citi-
zensworking together without law
enforcement is the best defensein
preventing burglary and other
crimes.”

Thefact is, she said, the impact
oncrimepreventionby thesheriff’s
officeand police department alone
isminimal whencomparedwiththe
power of private citizens and law
enforcement working together.

“We are the extensions of their
eyes and ears,” she said. “Every
piece of information we report as
suspicious activity may lead to an
arrest.”

It's difficult to prosecute home
burglaries, McKee said, duetoin-
sufficient evidence; thisis where
you can help.

M cK eerecommendsstepstoen-
surethat stolen possessionsareeasy
toidentify:

» Take photographs of your per-
sonal possessions.

» Useanidentificationtool toen-
graveyour belongings.

 Save purchase receipts and
document serial numbers.

Citizens can choose to ignore
crime, McKeesaid, but that doesn’t

worksthis summer. In prior years,
the fireworks fund has depended
mostly ondonationsfrom Chamber
members.

“Webelievethisisan important
event in our community,” Clouse
said, “and the celebration of our
country’s beginning.

“Aswe found out this year, the
Chamber cannolonger affordtodo
it solely by the Chamber. Inagood
year, itispossibletheeventscanbe
closer to self funding, but therains
thisyear madethat impossible.

“We don’t want to scare off any
rain, and the problem with pyro-
technicsisthat once you buy them
you haveto usethem.”

ClousesaidtheChamberisinthe
hole about $3,500 on this year’'s
celebration, out of atotal cost of
about $8,500.

He said the Chamber has dis-
cussed three options for the Free-
dom Fest: attempt to find more

stop crime. During September, she
said, therewere28 arrestsfromthe
Goodland Police Department and
25 from the sheriff’s department
and state Highway Patral.

These crimes, she said, include
driving under theinfluence, invol-
untary manslaughter, battery, inde-
centlibertieswithachild, theft, tres-
passing, disorderly conduct, unlaw-
ful useof weapons, warrant arrests,
minor in consumption, possession
of drug paraphernalia, possession
of drugswithintent to sell, driving
whilesuspended and recklessdriv-
ing.

That'satotal of 53 arrestsin 30
days, she said, with 12 involving
drugs, and both departments said
September was a slow month,
McKeesaid.

The U.S. Department of Justice
and the National SheriffsAssocia-
tion, McKee said, says communi-
tiesthat haveactive Neighborhood
Watch programsseeadeclineinthe
crimerateandanincreaseinarrests
and prosecutions.

Interest is increasing for the
watch program here, she said;
neighborhoodsarerequestingsigns
showing they are watching.
Sherman County is now a hation-
ally registered Neighborhood
Watch community, McK ee added.

sponsors, reduce it to a smaller
level, or discontinueit totally.

In ahandout to the commission,
Clouse listed information about
how surrounding communities
handletheir July 4 celebrations. He
said some do it the same way
Goodland hasbeen, withthe Cham-
ber handling it all. There are some
that depend on civic groups, and
someget city and county help.

“We are asking you to consider
this for the July 2005 Freedom
Fest,” Clousesaid. “Hopefully, that
could be considered in the upcom-
ing budget. We are asking the city
to fund one-third of $7,500 for the
event, one-third from the county,
and one-third from the Chamber
and others.

“We believe it is something
people look forward to and is an
important part of our community.

“We understand you may not be
abletomakeadecisionat thistime,

goddland
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Sherman County Sheriff's Deputy Roger Studer and Neighborhood Watch Coordinator Judy McKee
held a warning sign in place Tuesday at Edson while Undersheriff Kevin Butts attached it to a pole.

The signs are up at Kanorado and Ruleton as well and will soon be put up around Goodland.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

Fireworks at Freedom Fest faces uncertain future

butwantedyoutohavetheinforma-
tion and we would beinterested in
adecision beforeMarch.”

“Our city budget was done in
July,” Mayor Rick Billinger re-
plied.

“The budget for next year has
$500 for this project,” added City
Manager Ron Pickman.

Commissioner Dean Blume
asked how the Chamber had funded
the programin the past, and how it
wasdoing thisyear.

Chamber President Donna
Swager said thecontributionswere
lower this year, and the board had
decided not to bill themembersfor
the project as had been donein the
past.
“1 believethelower contributions
are a reflection of our economy,”
Swager said. “We want these
projectsto be self funded as much
as possible, and thisis one way to
moveitinthat direction.”

Music booster club holding pancake feed

By Kathryn Gurfinkel
The Goodland Star-News
Pancakes smothered in syrup
with thick sausages, cool orange
juiceand ahot cup of coffee— the
Goodland Music Boostershopethat
menu will bring peopleinfor their

pancake feed fund raiser.

Thegroup’ssecond Pancake Ex-
travaganzaissetfor5am.tolp.m.
Saturday, Nov. 13, at theK nightsof
Columbus Hall at Seventh and
Caldwell.

“We'rereally hoping it'sabig
success,” said Connie Grieve, mu-
sic boosters president.

Hesaidthefeedwasasuccesslast
year, as they went through 90
pounds of batter and 80 pounds of
sausage.

“Wereally had ablast last year,”
hesaid.

Tickets for the all-you-can-eat
event will cost $4 for adultsand $3
for children. Thisyear, Grievesaid,
he printed up 500 tickets and stu-
dentsarealready out selling them.

Music students will help serve

and parentswill cook thepancakes.

The 103-member booster clubis
madeup of parentsand other adults
to support the studentsin band and
vocal music in all Goodland
schools. They meet once every
month.

Althoughonlyinitssecondyear,
the music boosters do three major
fund raisersper year, including the
pancake feed, concessions at the
Topside Tipoff basketball tourna-
ment and Basketball Madness
Night, aface-off of businessrepre-
sentatives and Goodland school
faculty. Booster membershelp run
theKiwanisfood stand at theNorth-
west KansasDistrict FreeFair each
year.

For morefundraising, theclubis
selling T-shirts. The shirtshave an
“earth, wind and fire” themeto go
along with the marching band’s
theme this season. The $10 shirts
are available through any booster
club member or band or vocal stu-
dents.

High school band and vocal stu-

New Listing
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611 Harrison

Thislovely homeislocated in one of Goodland's nicest neigh-
borhoods. The Sellers have completed major remodeling which
includes siding, brick front porch with pillar, thermal windows,
garage, concrete, roof, underground sprinklers, screened in patio,
carpet, paint, furnace and air conditioner. There are 5 bedrooms,
3 baths, formal living and dining rooms and wonderful kitchen
with tons of storage. This home has so much to offer your family
at avery competitive price. Call Rose at 899-3060 or 899-7464.

M ake an appointment to see any of our fine Homeland listings!
WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO...CALL!!
Check out our web page at www.goodlandnet.conyhomeland
Tom Harrison, Owner « Broker/Auctioneer
785-443-0136
114 West 12th » Goodland, KS
785-899-3060+ Fax: 785-899-3100
Rose Anderson-Koggie
Assoc. Broker 785-899-7464

7
Homef and
ReR fesTare
of Goodland LLC

dents are recording a CD to raise
money throughtheboosters, featur-
ing Christmas music. It should
come out near Thanksgiving.

The money raised by the boost-
ersgoesback to help out music stu-
dents.

“We sponsor the music artsin
USD 352,” said Connie Grieve.

Thegroup hopesto offer itsfirst
scholarship to amusic student this
year, she said. Funds go to pay for
hotel stays, proj ectsand equipment
purchases. The boosters have do-
nated money to help bring musical
groupsto Goodland.

The Grieves say they arein-
volved in the music boosters not
only becausetheir daughter Andrea
isinthebandand choir, but because
they believethestudentsareagood
bunch.

“We' vereally got abunch of tal-

ented kids in this community,” he
said.

Themusicboostersarereceiving
assistance with the pancake feed
from area businesses including
Wal-Mart, S& T Communications
and the Knights of Columbus,
which allows them to use their
building.

For tickets, contact any member
of the music boosters, band or vo-
cal student, or call Grieve at 899-
5957.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. Wewant to keep an ac-
curate record and appreciate you
calling to our attention any failure
toliveuptothisstandard.

ATTENTION

Sunflower Producers

SIGCO Sun Products is looking to
buy New Crop Oil and
New Crop Confection Sunflowers.

1-800-742-9259
SIGCO Sun Products...

of the high plains.
Surl'lf.fl';f:'i-;1

We can receive at harvest or
will pay for farm storage.

Call Mike: 785-899-5607

your sunflower connection

SIGCO

SUN PRODUCTS Inc.

“Wehavebeenworkingtogetthe
Chamber back onitsfeet,” Clouse
said. “Over thelast 18 months, we
have restructured, and it will take
some continuity to get the changes
alinplace.

“1 am new on the board and most
of usare new. We need to develop
our leadership, and right now the
basic membershipfeesfundtheba
sic office operation.

“Freedom Fest could pay for it-
self, but thiswas atough year, and
it may bethat way inthefuture.”

“We like to make sure we have
funding on an annual basis,”
Swager said. “We have to commit
to fireworksin March.. We don’t
haveto havethat level of an event,
but it dependsonwhat thepeoplein
the community expect.”

“1 want to uphold this Chamber
board,” said Commissioner John
Garcia. “1 believe you are doing
things right. Your image has gone
from azero to a 10. You are to be
commended for your efforts.”

Blumeasked if the Chamber has
approached any civic organiza-
tions.

“You arethefirst,” Clouse said.
“Thereareothersthat can beasked,
but you arethefirst. We will prob-
ably ask thecounty next. Wewould

ask that you consider thisif you
amend your budget. Please keep it
inmind, andwewill get back toyou
next spring for the 2006 budget.”

“Asfar asthisnext year goes, is
there any way to increase the city
amount?’ Chamber board member
BrianLininsaid.

“Not unless the commission
moved money from somewhere
else,” Pickman said. “ The budget
wasapproved and publishedinAu-
gust.”

“Thereisnoway toincreasethis
unlesswefind money fromanother
areatodothis,” Garciasaid.

“That istheonly way,” Pickman
said, “but as| told the commission
when we were doing the budget,
there would be a good chance we
would find ourselves in atighter
budget because of lower revenues
inthewater and sewer department.
That ishappening, anditlookslike
we will end the year in the hole. |
don’tknow wherethemoney woul o
come from, especially when we
havetroublebuying new equipment
because of thetight budget.”

Other Chamber board members
at the meeting were Tremon Kizer
from Goodland High School anc
Courtney Warden, the executive
director.

student of

the week

.
Name: Richard Bauman
Parents: Jerry and Reva

Bauman

Grade: Senior

Age: 18

We venominated thisstu-
dent because: Richard does
a great job of keeping up in
his classes and often goes be-
yond his teachers expecta-
tions.

Student Comment: My fa-
vorite aspect of schoal lifeis
being around all the students,
math and computer classes
have always been my best
liked subjects. | will remem-

ber al of thelife lessons that
Goodland High School has
given me.

Activities involved in at
school: Band, FCCLA, golf,
Student Council, musical
stage crew.

My choice of movies,
books, and games: | like
moviesthat arefull of action.
My favorite type of music is
alternative rock.

After | leave Goodland
High School | intend to: At-
tend Kansas State University
and mgjor in computer sci-
ence and computer network-
ing.

And 10 yearsfrom now, |
think 1'll be: working on my
Doctorate in computer sci-
ence, while working at a se-
curejob.

Favorite Quote: Trust in
the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own un-
derstanding; in al your ways
acknowledge Him, and He
will makeyour pathsstraight.
Proverbs 3:5-6

KB Body and Paint

Kevin Bauman, owner
785-821-0109

Highway 24 « Goodland, Kan.




