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from our viewpoint...

Sadness hits city
after teenage death

A pall descended over the county Sunday as word
spread of the accident Saturday night that claimed the
life of aGoodland student and injured four others.

Heartfelt prayers go out the families of the young
peoplewhose lives have been suddenly altered.

For the parents of the boy who died, there is nothing
we can say that will really ease their pain, but we feel
their sadness. Itisalwaysdevastating whenayoung per-
sonistakeninsuchamanner, andabright light hasbeen
extinguished forever.

Theclassmatesof thesekidswill havetodea withthe
tragedy, and their struggle will be like aripple effect
through the schools, homes and churches of our city.

Our thoughtsand prayerswill goouttotheyoungdriver
and hisfamily, who must deal with the consequencesof
his actions, the death of afriend and injury to other
friends.

When ayoung person gets hisor her first driver’sli-
censeor first car, they are on Cloud 9, certain they can
handle any situation. Such optimism is good for those
lookingaheadtoafull lifeof excitement and experiences.

Parents, astheir kid hasthedriver’slicenseor thekeys
to acar, know the dread of the late-night phone call to
say their son or daughter has been involved in an acci-
dent.

Thishasbeenatoughyear onthe highwaysandroads,
with the death of two men in separate dust stormsfive
monthsago. Onewasawell knownbanker fromthiscity
and the other wasthe area s state senator.

Four months ago, another tragedy took the lives of
threewomen, and plunged thecity into sadness. Two of
thosewomenworked at theschool sandtouchedthelives
of many in our community.

It seemsabit different when thedeathsare kidsthem-
selves, but any trafficdeathistragicand affectsthecom-
munity in wayswe can only imagine.

Astearswell upintheeyesand stainthecheeks, there
shouldbetheresolvetotaketheseincidentsandturnthem
around as examplesto teach the terrible consequences
that can happen when we' redriving, no matter the age.
Thereisnoway to say if thelifewould have been saved
had the kids been wearing seat belts, but it probably
would have kept the three from being g ected from the
car.

Nearly every person hastakenarisk ontheroad at one
timeintheir life.

Thelucky onessurviveand grow up mindful that there
areconsequencesfor their actions. Most do not takesuch
chancesagain.

The unlucky onesjust don’t get a second chance. —
Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association

Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association

National Newspaper Association

e-mail: star-news@nwkansas.com
Steve Haynes, President

E_‘_}LE Ry
Tom Betz, Editor 1 'ZE@
Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor 5 i
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Greg E. Stover, Sports Editor/Reporter
Kathryn Gurfinkel, Reporter
Doug Jackson, Advertising Coordinator
Anne Hamilton, Robin Flax, Adv. Sales

Sheila Smith, Office Manager
Nor’west Press

Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight Betty Morris
Aaron Hickert Corbin Huffman Kris McCool Lana Westfahl

B

2004

ASSOCIATI
MEMBLER

COLORADO

PRESS

SSOCIATION

L&
. nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services
(ntbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Published every Tuesday and Friday except the days observed for New
Year’'sDay and ChristmasDay, at 1205 MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Good-
land, Kan., Post Office under the Act of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send addresschangesto TheGoodland Star-News, 1205
MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: star-news@nw-
kansas.com. Advertising questions can be sent to: goodlandads@nwkan-
sas.com

TheGoodland Star-Newsassumesnoliability for mistakesor omissions
in advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three
months, $20; six months, $38; 12 months, $72. Out of area, weekly mailing
of two issues: three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. Mailed
individually each day: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

Incorporating:

The Goodland Daily News

1932-2003

The Sherman THE S‘,’”M“‘N. county
County Herald Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

opini

RN o % an vt
N

M

CBHET R

T T

i

HOWEVER,

IR IF YOU
H B O [ GIVeMeBAK
{4 d | My Ccountay
I'LL PROMISE e "
Lo NOT TO SUe.

™ | neTine Teone F n:

" AND We
ALL KNOW

=
=
=

| T T T

L T o T

i

Driving into the

We skirted down off themesa, rolling down
thelong, swooping approachtotheRio Grande
Gorgebridge.

Blink, and you could missthegorge, for the
bridgeisn’'tvery long. Butitismaybethethird
or fourth deepest and most rugged canyonin
the nation, though less well known than the
Grand Canyon (thebiggest) or theRoyal Gorge
of theArkansas (best knownin Colorado).

TheRioGrandehadtocut throughthousands
of feet of volcanic debristo get out of the San
LuisValley of ColoradoandintoNew Mexico.
| haveto say, it did amagnificent job.

Acrossthebridge, andwe' realmost to Taos,
anancient New Mexican settlement whereto-
day Pueblo I ndians, Penitente descendants of
the Spaniards and rich Americans co-exist.

There' saWal-Mart now, aMcDonalds and
aSonic, but downtown Taoslooksalot likethe
dusty Spanish village the eastern artists “dis-
covered” after theturn of thelast century.

There's no place to park, though, and the
streets are lined with expensive imported au-
tos and even more expensive shops. But the
food is good, the view from the second-story
verandah of the restaurant is spectacular and
thefall sky crystal clear.

Up in Colorado, the aspen trees have shed
their fall colors, but from Taos to Espafiola,
down thelong canyon of the Rio Grande, the
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cottonwoodsareinfull color.

They couldset upatoll booth, andyou’ d pay
for thisride. We stop to buy aristra of fresh
chilies, soft, red and fragrant.

From Espafiolasouth, theroadislined with
new houses and Indian casinos. Each pueblo
tribe hasapiece of the action, and those with-
out aplacea ongthemain highway apparently
bought land intown.

Nice hotels, nice stores, al kinds of busi-
nesses surround the gambling palaces. Not
much compared to Las Vegas, perhaps, but
pretty nicefor dusty New Mexico. Tokeep up
withthetraffic, thestateisturning theroad to
Santa Fe into afreeway, but today it'sjust a
mess.

Weplantowalk aroundtowindow shopthe
next day —wedon't haveany money tospend,
and pricesarehighanyway — but theweather
hasother plans.

The town is buzzing because John Kerry
spent thenight herebeforethefinal debate. On
the plaza, a CNN correspondent is doing a
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standup onthegrass. Wedebateabout whether
we should try to make him smile, or walk be-
hind him and waveto thekids.

A fellow from New York watches, fasci-
nated. Hesaysyou’' d haveto goto every state
tounderstandthisel ection. In SantaFe, hesaid,
all hisfriendstalk aboutistheenvironment. In
New York, though, theissueisterrorism.

It'sabig country, and we all have our own
agenda, | guess. Today in Santa Fe, yuppies
who saw Sen. Kerry riding hisbikeamong the
richfolksup Canyon Road are abuzz. George
W. Bushisin bluecollar Hobbs. New Mexico
isaswing state.

Aswe head back from breakfast, it's start-
ing torain. So much for thewalking tour.

Wehavecoffeewithafriend, driveuptoget
our lunchmate, drivedowntownintherainfor
blue corn enchiladasin red sauce.

By the time we are done, it's afull-blown
snowstorm, big flakesfloating downfromthe
mountain sky.

“1t’snot supposed to rain herein October,”
our friend says.

Or snow. | starttowonder about theroad over
the high mesa, but it’'sdry by the time we get
there.

It's cold when we get back to the San L uis
Valley in Colorado. Fall already dlipping off
into winter.

Chamber beautification begins cleanup

TotheEditor:

The Goodland Chamber of Commerce |

Beautification Committeerecently initiated a
fall and spring cleanup program of the
entrancewaystothecity.

Saturday, Oct. 9, 22 volunteershelpedinthe
Goodland entranceway cleanup. Thesevolun-
teers are members of the Goodland Kiwanis,
Lionsand Rotary clubs.

The Goodland High School Family Career
Community Leaders of America students
picked up trash on Business U.S. 24 on
Wednesday, Oct. 6, inan effort toimprovethe
appearance of our community.

Special thanksgototheseindividual sforthis
work and dedication during their free time.
Showing pridein our community isreally ap-
preciated.

Ken Clouse, chairman

Chamber Beautification Committee

where to write

from our
readers

® to the editor

TotheEditor:

TheKansaspetindustry isextremely disap-
pointed with the 2004 legislative process.

Lack of money has cut the efficiency of the
respected Kansas Pet Animal Act inspection
program. I nspectionsensuregood animal hus-
bandry practiceswithintheindustry

Seventy eight percent of the licensed pet
animal breedersrespondingtoasurvey in2003
requesteda50 percentincreaseintheir license
feesto help fund the program.

At the insistence of the Kansas Federation
of Animal Owners, (a small anti-inspection

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 L ongworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767

group of breeders), thechairman of the House
Ways and Means Committee refused to bring
the hill up for testimony, despite pleas from
taxpayingcitizens, andfromthemajority of the
animal breedersthat thisaffects.

Becareful whoyouvotefor thisNovember.
Remind legidlators, democracy meansagov-
ernment in which the people hold the ruling
power. Let themajority rule.

Givetheprogramthemoney it needsto con-
ductinspectionsasthelaw requires, givingthe
public confidence in Kansas-raised pets anc
the ability to eradicate the unlicensed abuser
morequickly.

Sharon Munk

Licensed, educated Kansas pet animal
breeder

Menlo

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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