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Student votes counted

President GeorgeBushisafavor-
ite to easily carry Kansas and win
hissecond term, at least if you fig-
ureon theresultsof the mock elec-
tion at Goodland High School last
week.

JoAnnWahrman, high school li-
brarian, said the students were al-
lowedtovoteduringclasslastMon-
day and Tuesday, with 66 percent
voting the county ballot and at two
web sites for Channel One and for
Youth Leadership where the kids
canvoteinnational mock elections
for president.

For president, the Republican
Bush-Cheney ticket received 143
votes from the students, with the
Democratic Kerry-Edwards ticket
getting 54. Other candidates re-
ceived votes included Reform
ticket Nader and Camejo 8, Inde-
pendent ticket Peroutka-Clymer 3,
and Libertarian ticket Badnarik-
Campagnal.

Sen Sam Brownback easily
“won” reelection with 158 votes
over Rosile 18, Jones 15, and Cook

Rep. Jerry Moran had 172 votes
to 31 for Libertarian Jack Warner.

In the State Senate District 40
race, Ralph Ostmeyer had 140votes
to 56 for Tim Peterson and there
were 6 write-in votes for Dan Ra-
sure, 199? Goodland High gradu-
ate.

Republican Kevin Buttswasthe
winner in the Sherman County
sheriff’srace, withthestudentsgiv-
ing him 130 votesto 64 for Demo-
crat John McCool. There were
write-ins for Art Lovington, Rod
Cooper and DeeAlbers.

County Commissioner Mitch
Tiede had no competition and re-
ceived 172votes. Therewerewrite-
ins for Janna Esinbart and Bill
Borneman.

There were no vote totals for
Commissioner Kevin Rasure be-
causetheballot useddid notinclude
hiscommissioner district.

Iris Scheopner received 185
votesfor county treasurer andthere
were two write ins for Crystal
(Linsner) Wright, wholosttoherin
the Republican primary.

Bonnie Selby received 165 votes
for county attorney, and therewere
two write ins for Scott Showalter
and two for Perry Warren.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel had
189, and Register of Deeds Carol
Armstrong had 184.

State Rep. JimMorrison had 165
votes to out distance Libertarian
Dannis Robison, who received 32.

The high vote getters were the
district judges, with Glenn
Schiffner and Jack Burr both re-
ceiving 193.All of theappel lateand
Supreme Court judges were re-
tained by the students.

Thepresidential votesfor Chan-
nel Onewereto betabul ated on Fri-
day and broken down by state, and
the Youth Leadership voteswill be
tallied on Friday.

Wahrman said Monday theChan-
nel Onetotalsgavethepopular vote
toBushwith 55 percent and 44 per-
cent for Kerry.

The electoral vote was 330 for
Bush and 208 for Kerry. The win-
ner needs270 el ectora votestowin.
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Kerek Mason left the voting booth after expessing his choices last week. Goodland High School photo

Clty wants to buy water rights to iImprove itssupply

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Goodland’swater supply should
improve with the approval at last
Monday’s City Commission meet-
ing to purchase 435 acre feet of
water rightsfor $210,000.

The motion came after a 15-
minute closed-door session to dis-
cuss acquisition of property. Com-
missioner Jim Mull made the mo-
tion to authorize the mayor to sign
the documentsto purchasethewa-
ter rights, and the vote was unani-
mous.

City Manager Ron Pickmansaid
the water rights, being purchased
from Marshaand John Golden, are
on the west edge of the city, south
of Eighth Street.

Hetold the commission that the

city was making a counteroffer to
the Goldens, and they have not
signed the contract.

The city and the Goldens have
been negotiating for months,
Pickmansaid, andthecity had some
tests run on an existing well to be
sureitisgoodwater. Hesaidthecity
will have to build a water line to
connect thewell tothecity system,
and therewill be other costs.

Costs for producing electric
power may be taking ajump later
thisyear, Pickmantoldthecommis-
sion.

“The diesel fuel we buy for the
electric plant has gone from 44
cents (per gallon) when we pur-
chased it last year to a quote of
$1.90,” hesaid. “ Thecostsfor natu-
ral gas are at $3.50, and are pro-

jected to hit $9 thiswinter.

“It costs us over $60 per mega-
watt hour now to produce el ectric-
ity. If thisincrease happens, it will
double, and | am not sure how our
people are going to be able to pay
these costs.

“Wemay haveto curtail some of
our activities, and will be devel op-
ingaplanof action. | will bewatch-
ingthisdaily, and will notify youif
we need to take such action.”

The city power plant is a dual-
fuel system which allows the en-
ginestouseeither natural gasor die-
sel to produce electricity, but it's
usually cheaper for the city to buy
power. Thecostsof fuel to produce
theelectricity ispassed directly on
tothe customersthrough afuel ad-
justment charge. The city does not

keep any of thismoney.

In other business, the commis-
sion:

» Approved the refinancing of
two general obligationbondissues
from 1996 at asavingsof $11,677.
Greg Vahrenberg of Piper, Jaffray
out of Leawood ishandlingthere-
funding. He wrote to Pickman on
Thursday withthefinal refinancing
analysis.

The savings comes from lower-
ingtheinterest rateon the$530,000
inbondsto 3 percent. The $11,677
isthe net savings to the city after
costs and fees. Originally, the city
had been told the savings might be
ashigh as$18,000.

* Tabled approva of the Easton
property drainage project to see if
there are other possible bidders on

building a grass waterway north
fromFirst StreettoArmory Roadon
theeast edgeof theproperty, which
ison the northeast edge of thecity.

Pickman presented abid he was
given by Fred Wedel of the U.S.
Natural Resources Conservation
Servicefor theproject. Hesaid the
city wasbeing asked to pay $5,000
of the cost and that the federal
agency would cover the rest. He
estimated the cost woul d be $6,000
for digging the waterway, and
$3,000 for the seeding. Commis-
sioner Rick Billinger askedto have
theitem tabled because he felt the
project shouldbebidouttoall those
certified to do such work.

e Approved a contract with
Sherman County for the Goodland
PublicLibrary. Thecounty will pro-

vide $15,000 next year to pay for
library serviceto county citizens.

e Heard that because of the in-
crease in valuation, the city prop-
erty tax would increase by .75 of
one mill rather than the 3 mills ex-
pected by the commi ssionerswhen
they approved next year’s budget.
For next year, each mill of property
tax will raise $24,862, and the city
levy will be50.81 mills.

 Held two closed-door sessions
to evaluate the city manager. The
first was for 15 minutes without
Pickman in the room, and the sec-
ond for 15 minutes was with
Pickman and the commission.
When the meeting reopened, nc
action wastaken.

Themeeting beganat 5p.m. and
adjourned at 7:01 p.m.

First money received from 911 charge on cell phones

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County has received
about $1,250 so far from the new
911 charge on cell phones, the
county commissioners were told
last Tuesday.

Mary Messamore, county emer-
gency management director, said
thenew law wentintoeffectinJuly.
Thefirstcheck wasreceivedin Sep-
tember for $536, and with asecond
checkinOctober, thetotal received
hasbeen $1,248.

Thenew law putsa50-cents-per-
month charge on each of the esti-
mated 1.5millioncell phonesinthe
state. The money is distributed to
thecountiesaccordingtowherethe
cell phones are billed, Messamore
said.

Shesaidthismoney will help pay
for a planned upgrade to the En-
hanced 911 system, which appears
to be more expensive than she had
first estimated.

“I am having some mapping
problems,” Messamore said. “ The
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fileswill not convert with the soft-
warewehave, andit may cost about
$2,000 moreto do the upgrade.”

M essamore handed thecommis-
sioners information on possible
grantsthe county might qualify for
to help upgradeitsradios. Shesaid
shehad seeninformation about the
need to upgrade the emergency
medical radios, and said that was
only asmall part of what will need
to be done and channels changein
thenext few years.

The information was handed to
Commissioner Chuck Thomastobe

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair andfactual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyoucallingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Big Sisters of Sherman

County
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Halloween Costume Dance
L|Ve MUS'C = Aces and Eights

Saturday, October 30
8p.m.-12 a.m.

Knights of Columbus

In advance $5

At the door $7

Kids under 10 free
Best Costume Competition
1st place - $50, 2nd place - $30,
3rd place - $25 gift card to El Dorado

SPONSORS
MAS Youth Group, Hispanic Advisory Board,
Scheopner’s Culligan Water, Coca Cola of Goodlagg
El Dorado Western Wear and Fashion

forwarded to Penny Nemechek,
who is the joint community grant
writer.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede re-
ported that the new fire truck for
Kanorado had arrived Monday at
DanBrenner Ford, andthatitwould
betakentoHaysthisweek tobegin
having equipment installed. That
may take up to 90 days.

Thecommissionersdiscussedthe
five-year transportation plan with
Curt Way, public works manager.
Thedocumentisanagreementwith

the Kansas Department of
Transportation’s Bureau of Local
Projects, which handles federal
money that isgiven to the state for
city and county roads.
Commissioner Kevin Rasure
asked about changes in the agree-
ment, and Way said hewastold the
new agreement has incorporated
thedetailsfromtheoriginal agree-
ment signed in 1948 and arevised
agreement from 1975.
Thecommissionersapprovedthe
agreement and signed three copies

for Way to send to Topeka.

Delegatesfor theupcoming Kan-
sas Counties Association meeting
were elected, with County Trea-
surer Shelby Miller being named
the delegate, Janet Rumpel asfirst
alternateand Thomasassecond al -
ternate.

Crystal Wright saidinamemoto
the commissioners that Infinitec
was interested in buying the
county’sold 1BM A S400 computer
tousefor spareparts. Shesaid they
had offered $500.

The commissioners said they
would allow the sale, but asked
Wright to contact Sunflower Com:-
puter to seeif they might be inter-
ested.

A closed session on personnel
was held for five minutes, but no
action wastaken when the meeting
reopened. Themeeting adjourned at
8:40 a.m. The next commissioner
meetingwill begin8a.m. onFriday,
Oct. 29, inthecommissionroomon
the main floor of the Sherman
County courthouse, 813 Broadway.



